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 The research describes about the factors that affecting students’ difficulties 

in writing thesis at English Study Program of IAIN Curup. The objectives of this 

research are to find the students’ difficulties in writing thesis. In this study, the 

researcher used mixed-methods study. The population and the subject of this research 

were consisted of all students at TBI which are the total number 49 students. In this 

study, the researcher took total sampling and the instrument used are questionnaire 

and interview. The questionnaire is also used to find the students’ difficulties in 

writing thesis and the interview was used to find the factors that affecting students’s 

difficulties in writing thesis. The data showed significant finding (1) there are 82% or 

40 students have difficulties in personality factors. (2) there are 83% or 41 students 

have difficulties in sociocultural factors. (3) there are 86% or 42 students have 

difficulties in linguistic factors. From the three factors it is concluded that linguistic 

factor is the highest difficulties face by English students. In interview result showed, 

The first factor is personality factors they were lack of confidence in deciding the 

thesis topic and in writing a proper literature review. The second, Sociocultural 

factors that covered in have an understanding about the culture department of the 

university regarding the format of thesis writing. Finally, the third factor is linguistic 

factors. They were difficult in paraphrasing sentences from the source to the thesis 

writing.  

Keywords : writing thesis, personality factors, sociocultural factors, linguistic 

factors 
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 CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Research 

Generally, writting is different from speaking in the sense that what is 

written can last long and can be read again and again while the spoken form will 

disappear soon unless it is recorder.1 These concepts are interpendent  basically 

because human ideas, feelings, emotions, interaction are expressed through these 

processes. Heaton had stated about the definition of writing it self writing is kind 

effort to transfer oral language into written form. From the definitions above the 

researcher can conclude that writing is a way to produce language that comes 

from our thought to transfer into written form. 

It is possible for student as second language learner to find some problem 

in developing their ideas in writting or focusing their attention to write a 

paragraph which is the basic in writing competence. It means that by using 

writting, we can express ideas, feeling, sense or anything that exist in our mind 

more freely and corectly.  Lagan says that writing is skill like driving, typing, or 

event preparing a good meal.  It can be learnt with practice, because it is not an 

automatic process.2   

                                                           
1 Ahmad Dahlan, Dealing with linguistic problem faced by master’s students in their thesis writing, Ahmad Dahlan 

Journal of English Studies (ADJES),Vol.3,Issue 2, September 2016 
2 John lagan in pendi adinata. 2009. Ninth semester student of english department of STAIN.  The Students Problem 

In Using Vocabulary In Academic Writing. 2004/2005 Academic Year. Curup. Unpublished. P.20 
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To write something, we should know what are the kinds of writing from a 

target audience or purpose point of view. Like academic writing, personal 

writing, literally writing, journalistic writing or even bussiness writing. 

Academic writing there are includes essays, research paper or thesis, reports and 

so on. In fact, the difficulties in writing usually find in an academic writing. 

Oshima and hogue explain that an academic writing need a lot of study and 

practice in order to develop learners’ writing skill. 

However, writing an academic writing is more difficult than only writing 

other kinds of writing. Oshima and Hoogue crystal clear explain that academic 

writing focusing on the kind of writing that second language learner need to do 

in higher evel of education, such as in college or in the university area.3 

Therefore, for undergraduate students, academic writing is mean that thesis 

writing. Hardling states that thesis writing is an activity one by a researcher to 

carry out the findings of their rsearch findings n the form of writing.4 

The students who are studying in universities or colleges must to 

complete their educational programs to get strata one, a lot of students are 

required to make a research paper and writing thesis. Because to get a graduate 

degree students must write a thesis as a final assignment. So, the researcher think 

this means that thesis writing is aimed in doing research and writing up the 

research findings. 

                                                           
3 Oshima, alice and hogue ann, introduction to academic writing, second edition, new york : addison, 1993, p3. 
4 Hardling and chris, planning and organising a master’s thesis, studymates limited : United kingdom, 2004 
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In thesis writing is not without any treatment. Learners usually found 

themselves blank when they write a thesis. The condition of learners to lose their 

focus in writing a good thesis is categorized in one of personality factors area. 

While, if learners have less acknowledgment of the rules in thesis writing in their 

department or university rules, it identifies as one of the sociocultural factors 

learners have to affect their thesis writing. Moreover, lack of grammar use in 

students writing ability could be one of the linguistic factors to suspend their 

thesis writing. 

However, most learners engage in thesis writing without knowing the 

basic factors or what difficulties they face. It might be the students’ personality 

factors itself, or their society and cultural factors, or even the linguistic factors. 

Nonetheless, in order to reveal the difficulties in academic writing or to specify, 

the difficulties in writing thesis, further research of the factors on the difficulties 

of writing thesis is needed. Therefore, this research in focused of analyzing the 

factors of the difficulties on writing thesis need to be conducted. Based on pre 

observasi the researcher give questionnaire to students in eight semesters. From 

the answer of questionner the researcher found each of them have some most 

challenge in writing their thesis. So, the researcher choose some students based 

on the result of questionnaire about the most factor that affecting students, to 

interview them about it.5  

                                                           
5 Interview to the students 



18 
 

18 
 

The first is form student A, she said that “To write a thesis i felt difficult in 

deciding the topic of my thesis”. The second from student B, she said that “ I felt 

difficult in writing a proper literature review”. And the third is from student C, 

he said “I felt so difficult in understanding about the culture in the classroom or 

department of the university regarding the format of the thesis writing”. The last 

is from student D, he said “ i felt difficult in paraphrasing sentences from the 

sources to my thesis writing. Based on the result of interview the researcher can 

conclude that , they are said all of them felt difficult to write thesis. Therefore, 

from this phenomenon the researcher want to analyze the students difficulties 

factors in writing thesis. 

Considering on phenomena then the researcher was interested in examining 

the issue of research conducted by the student when strata one in completing 

their undergraduate education, entitled “FACTORS AFFECTING 

STUDENTS’ DIFFICULTIES IN WRITING THESIS” (A Mixed-Methods 

Study on Eight Semester Student of English Department in Academic Year 2018 

at IAIN Curup ) 

B. Research Question 

Based on the background above, the research question of this study are : 

1. What are the student’s difficulties in writing thesis ? 

2. What are the factors affecting student’s difficulties in writing thesis ? 
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C. Objective of the Research 

Based on the research question above, the objective of this research find out : 

1. To investigate the english study program students' difficulties in writing thesis  

2. To investigate the factors that affecting english study program students' 

difficulties in writing thesis 

 

D. Limitation of the Research 

In this research, the researcher just focuses on factors affecting students’ 

difficulties in writing thesis. The factors related to the writers internal factors can 

also be known as the personality factor, and then from the sociocultural factors, 

And the last is from linguistic factor. The researcher just focus from the Brown`s 

theory not from others theories. For second language learner in specific, the factors 

of the difficulties in acquiring second language may also encounter them difficult 

to write a thesis. Thus, in this research, the factors to be underlined are the factors 

raised by Brown. 

 

E. Significance of the Research 

This research give the useful information for teacher, researcher, students 

and IAIN especially for english study program students. Will be present in these 

points : 
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1. For Teachers 

The result of the research is useful for teacher because it can add the 

information about the students difficulties in writing thesis. 

2. For Reseacher 

The researcher can use this research as the way to know some steps in 

doing a research and also to give new knowledge about motivation when the reader 

read this research. The result of the reseach can be used for the researcher to know 

about the students difficulties by students of english department in writing thesis. 

3. For IAIN 

The result of the reseach can be used for IAIN to know about the students 

difficulties in writing thesis.  

 

F. Definition of key terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding of concept used in this study, the 

following part provides a brief description on some key terms or operational 

definition of the research. 

1. Writing 

Write is express or point graphic symbol that describe understand a language 

by someone, so another we can understand and read that graphic symbol if they 
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understand the language graphic.6 In this case writing means students written on 

Thesis by students at IAIN Curup. 

2. Thesis 

  Thesis is a report that an individual present to others about the conclusions 

he or she has reached after investigating a subject and carefully assessing the 

information he or she gathered.7 In this researh, thesis is a writing that students 

construct to fulfill the requirement for ‘Sarjana’ degree in english study program 

on eight semester finished the thesis at IAIN Curup. 

3. Difficulties in Writing thesis 

The difficulties means the challenge that students found in writing their 

thesis. It can influence from some factors. In this research, difficult factor is the 

things make the student as researcher feel hard to write their thesis writing in 

English study program on eight semester at IAIN Curup. 

 

G. Organization of Thesis 

This part provided the paper organization from chapter one until chapter 

five. Chapter I was the introduction. This chapter consist of introduction 

covering background of the study, research question, objective of the research, 

the delimitation of the research, significance of the research, definition of key 

terms and organization of thesis. 

                                                           
6 Hendri  Guntor Tarigan, Bicara Suatu Keterampilan Bahasa,(Bandung: Angkasa,1992),p.21  
7 Susan m. Hubbuch, Writing Research Papers Across the Curriculum, ( United State of America:1996), p.3 
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Chapter II deals with review of the related literature. It provided 

theoritical foundation that is related to this research and previous study of the 

research. Review of related theories consist of definition of research paper, the 

important of thesis, and the process of writing research paper. 

Chapter III is research methodology. It deals with kind of the research, 

population and sample of the research, the techniques of collecting data, 

instrument of the research, validity of instrument, reliability of instrument and 

techniques of analysis data. 

Chapter IV deals with findings and discussion. This chapter would 

answer and discuss the research question. It also provided interpretation of data 

related to purpose of study and some theories. 

Chapter V is conclusion. This chapter showed conclusion of whole study. 

In addition, suggestion for following studied was present. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED THEORIES 

In this chapter, the researcher is going to make attemps to explain briefly the 

theoritical foundation and review of related finding. 

A. Review Of Related Theories 

1. Writing 

a. Definition of Writing 

Writing as one of the language skills, is defined differently by some 

expert. Writing is a way of expressing ideas in order to communicate with 

others. In writing, any ideas that you advance must be supported with 

specific reasons or details.8 By writing, a writer can express his/her thoughts 

or ideas on the paper. Heaton argue about the definition of writing itself, 

writing is one effort oral language into written forms.9 It means that by 

written forms, someone can express ideas with freely and correctly. From 

the theories, the researcher concluded that writing is one of language skills 

which defined by some expert. Writing skill can develop rapidly if someone 

concern and interest to write all the ideas well into a paper. 

b. The Important of Writing 

Nowadays, writing is used in many areas of our live such as, in the 

work place, in college and in the community. Writing ability is needed by 

                                                           
8 Langan, John, Writing skill with Reading, (College,2001),p.4 
9 Mcqueen, Jo ray and Anthony C, Winkler, Reading for writes, 1984. 
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educated people. Our skill writing is often considered to reflect our level of 

education. Purpose for writing to express yourself, to provide information 

for your reader, to create a literary work. 

c. Kinds of Writing 

Writing can be classified by several approaches. As stated by Crème 

and Lea claim that different types of writing require different approaches.10 

Furthermore, Harris assumes that writing can be classifying by two 

approaches, namely purpose, form and audience, and readership.11 

Windschuttle and Windschuttle note that how much knowledge to take for 

granted is the most difficult about writing for an audience. Therefore, 

writing can be classified by defining the purpose, the audience, and the form 

of the writing.12 

 In this study, the researcher will concern only to the academic 

writing. Academic Writing There are content, register and topic that should 

be considered in writing an academic writing. As Leo claims that three basic 

principles that should be considered in a piece of academic writing are 

content, register and topic.13 

                                                           
10 Crème, Phyllis and Mary R. Lea.. Writing at University: A Guide for Students, (Open University Press : 

Philadelphia,2000),p26. 
11 Harris, Murriel,A Pocket handbook: The Writer’s FAQs,(Prentice Hall Publishers: New Jersey 1993),p18-24. 
12 Windshuttle, keith and Elizabeth Windshuttle,Writing, Researching, Communicating,(Mc Graw Hill Company: 

Sidney,1998),p16. 
13 Oshima, Alice and Hogue Ann, Introduction to Academic Writing: Second Edition,(Addison: New York, 1999),p1-

5. 
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While Blaxter comments that academic writing comes in a variety of 

lengths.14 As Brookes and Grundy add that students in some academic 

disciplines are trained to write evaluation papers or proposals, such as 

project work papers, work experience papers, or thesis writing.15 

Furthermore, this study will focus in writing thesis as one kinds of academic 

writing. 

2. Thesis 

a. Definition of Thesis 

Thesis is a piece of writing that provides information about particular 

topic that you have researched.16 Thesis is form of academic writing and 

partial requirement for students who will graduate from university. Writing 

thesis is a writing activity of research. Hardling states that“Writing a thesis 

is an exercise in carrying out research and writing an account of that 

research activity.”17 Based on the definition above, thesis is an academic 

result of the research that written in scientific method. 

In addition, the students should prepare themselves in writing thesis, 

because there are many problem that will be found in writing thesis, such as 

the students are confused in determining a topic, difficult to construct the 

background, difficulties to get references, etcetera. From the explanation 

                                                           
14 Blaxter, Loraine, Christina Hughes and Malcolm Tight,The Academic Career Handbook,(Open University Press: 

Buckingham 1998),p148. 
15 Brookes, Arthur and Peter Grundy,Writing for Study Purposes: A Teacher’s Guide to Developing Individual 

Writing Skills,(Cambridge University Press: Cambridge,1991),p108. 
16 Ann Chin Beverly, How to write a great research paper, ( Canada: Simultaneously.2004),p.1 
17 Hardling, Chris. 2004. Planning and organising a master’s thesis. United Kingdom: Studymates limited. 
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above, the researcher can conclude that students have to be prepare well in 

writing thesis because is really important. 

b. The important of Thesis 

Thesis is very important for every student if they want to graduate 

fromm their universities. Thesis is usually assigned to students taking 

Studies Program Strata 1.18 In the other word, thesis is scientific work done 

by students doing a research. Research could be done by the field study and 

library studies. Thesis work is basically done to reveal the phenomena, facts 

and issues even analyzed to give a conclusion from the result of the analysis. 

Therefore, to ignore the problem in doing thesis the student should know the 

factors influence students difficulties in writing thesis. 

3.  Difficulties Factors in Writing Thesis  

The difficulties in writing thesis, many undergraduate students have 

some vary factors of the difficulties they face. The ideas, structure, lack of 

vocabularies, and  re-write or paraphrase are some examples of the 

difficulties in writing thesis that the students commonly face. However, 

there are yet further researches about other factors of acquiring second 

language as the basic factors to be analyzed by researcher. For second 

language learner in specific, the factors of the difficulties in acquiring 

second language may also encounter them difficult to write a thesis. Thus, in 

                                                           
18 Buku Pedoman Penulisan Skripsi Mahasiswa, ( Rejang Lebong: Percetakan Stain Curup,2013),p.1 
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this research, the factors to be underlined are the factors raised by Brown as 

explained as follows.19 

1. Personality Factor 

The factors related to the writers internal factors can also be 

known as the personality factors. Brown believes that the personality 

factors of students can be identified from the affective factors of the 

students.20 Further, Brown explains that the affective factors -which 

becomes the personality factors that will affect the undergraduate 

students in order to create a good thesis writing. All of the 

personality factor mentioned by Brown will affect the decision of a 

learner to create the objective of a research, the data for the research, 

findings of the research, and the whole research based on the proved 

ratio.21 

1. Self-Esteem 

Self-esteem is probably the most pervasive aspect of any 

human behavior. It could easily be claimed that no successful 

cognitive or affective activity can be carried out without some 

degree of self-esteem, self-confidence, knowledge of yourself, 

and self-efficacy—belief in your own capabilities to successfully 

                                                           
19 Brown and H. Douglas,Principles of Language Learning and Teaching: Fifth Edition,(Pearson Education, United 

States of America Inc.,2007),p86-278. 
20 Ibid.,p153. 
21 Ibid.,p152-174. 
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perform that activity. By self-esteem, we refer to the evaluation 

which individuals make and customarily maintain with regard to 

themselves. It expresses an attitude of approval or disapproval, 

and indicates the extent to which individuals believe themselves 

to be capable, significant, successful and worthy. In short, self-

esteem is a personal judgment of worthiness that is expressed in 

the attitudes that individuals hold toward themselves. It is a 

subjective experience which the individual conveys to others by 

verbal reports and other overt expressive behavior. 

Students with low self-efficacy might also attribute failure to 

an initial lack of ability. Both of the latter attributions can create 

a self-fulfilling sense of failure at the outset. What these strands 

of psychological theory say, in simple terms, is that it is essential 

for learners to believe in themselves in order to succeed at a set 

of tasks. The prospect of learning a second language is itself 

potentially so overwhelming that learners can and often do lose 

momentum in the face of a number of forms of self-doubt.  

2. Inhibition 

The concept of inhibition all human beings in their 

understanding of themselves, build sets of defenses to protect the 

ego. Gradually it learns to identify a self that is distinct from 

others. The growing degrees of awareness, responding, and 
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valuing begin to create a system of affective traits that 

individuals identify with themselves. The physical, emotional, 

and cognitive changes of the inhibitions to protect toward off 

ideas, experiences, and feelings that threaten to dismantle the 

organization of values and beliefs on which appraisals of self-

esteem have been founded. 

3. Risk Taking 

These factors suggest that risk taking is an important 

characteristic of successful learning of a second language. 

Learners have to be able to gamble a bit, to be willing to try out 

hunches about the language and take the risk of  being wrong.  

Risk-taking variation seems to be a factor in a number of issues 

in second  language acquisition and pedagogy. Self-esteem 

seems to be closely connected to a risk-taking factor, when those 

foolish mistakes are made, a person with high global self-esteem 

is not daunted by the possible consequences of certain patterns of 

error, may be due to a lack of willingness to take risks. 

4. Anxiety 

The construct of anxiety plays a major affective role in 

second language acquisition. Even though we all know what 

anxiety is and we all have experienced feelings of anxiousness, 

anxiety is still not easy to define in a simple sentence. Anxiety as 
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"the subjective feeling of tension, apprehension,  nervousness, 

and worry associated with an arousal of the autonomic nervous 

system." More simply put, anxiety is associated with feelings of 

une asiness, frustration, self- doubt, apprehension, or worry. 

Some people are predictably and generally anxious about 

many things. At a more  momentary, or situational level, state 

anxiety is experienced in relation to some particular event or act. 

However, recent research on language anxiety, as it has come to 

be known, focuses more specifically on the situational nature of 

state anxiety. Finally, anxiety was correlated with low-perceived 

self-worth, competence, and intelligence. Many of these findings 

reinforce the assertion earlier that self-efficacy and attribution 

are keys to other affective variables, especially to anxiety. 

5. Emphaty 

In more sophisticated terms, empathy is usually described as 

the projection of one's own personality into the personality of 

others in order to understand them better. Empathy implies more 

possibility of detachment. Empathy as "a process of 

comprehending in which a temporary fusion of self-object 

boundaries permits an immediate  emotional apprehension of the 

affective experience of another." That there are two necessary 

aspects to the development and exercising of empathy: first, an 



31 
 

31 
 

awareness and knowledge of one's own feelings, and second, 

identification with another person. 

6. Extroversion 

Extroversion and introversion are also potentially important 

factors in the acquisition of a second language. The terms are 

often misunderstood because of a tendency to stereotype 

extroversion. Introverts, conversely, are thought of as quiet and 

reserved, with tendencies toward reclusiveness. Extroversion is 

the extent to which a person has a deep-seated need to receive 

ego enhancement, self-esteem, and a sense of wholeness from 

other people as opposed to receiving that affirmation within 

oneself. Extroverts actually need other people in order to feel 

"good." Introversion, on the other hand, is the extent to which a 

person derives a sense of wholeness and fulfillment apart from a 

reflection of this self from other people. 

7. Motivation 

The degree to which learners are intrinsically or 

extrinsically motivated to succeed in a task. Intrinsically 

motivated activities are ones for which there is no apparent 

reward except the activity itself. Intrinsically motivated 

behaviors are aimed at bringing about certain internally 

rewarding consequences, namely, feelings of competence and 
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self-determination. On the other hand, extrinsic motivation is 

fueled by the anticipation of a reward from outside and 

beyond the self. 

2. Sociocultural Factor 

Culture is a way of life. It is the context within which we 

exist, think, feel, and relate to others. Culture might also be defined 

as the ideas, customs, skills, arts, and tools that characterize a given 

group of people in a given period of time. Culture is a dynamic 

system of rules, explicit and implicit, established by groups in order 

to ensure their survival, involving attitudes, values, beliefs, norms, 

and behaviors, shared by a group but harbored differently by each 

specific unit within the group, communicated across generations, 

relatively stable but with the potential to change across time. 

Culture establishes for each person a context of cognitive and 

affective behavior, a template for personal and social existence. But 

we tend to perceive reality within the context of our own culture, a 

reality that we have "created," and therefore not necessarily a reality 

that is empirically defined. Since language cannot be separated away 

from the culture, so, it is also important to analyze the difficulties in 

writing thesis through the eyes of the sociocultural factors.  
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As Brown claims that culture becomes strongly important in 

the learning of a secondclanguage.22 Therefore, the focus factor on 

sociocultural factors that will be arisen incthis study of the 

difficulties in writing thesis are bold in three aspects. 

1. The social distance among each undergraduate students, and the 

relationship between undergraduate students and their tutor  

2. The culture in the language classroom of the undergraduate 

students, and; 

3. The communicative competence among each undergraduate 

students, and the communicative competence between 

undergraduate students and their tutor. 

In the previous sections a number of applications of cultural 

issues have made it to the language classroom. One of best resources 

available to direct you further in injecting culture into your 

classroom is in De Capua and Wintergerst's Crossing Cultures in the 

Language Classroom. Instead of trying to measure actual social 

distance a measure of perceived social distance. The actual distance 

between cultures is not particularly relevant since it is what learners 

perceive that forms their own reality. We have already noted that 

human beings perceive the cultural environment throughthe filters 

and screens of their own worldview and then act upon that 

                                                           
22 Ibid.,p189. 
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perception, however biased it may be. According to Acton, when 

learners encounter a new culture, their acculturation process is a 

factor of how they perceive their own culture in relation to the 

culture of the target language, and vice versa. 

3. Linguistic Factor 

This factor will first consider of contrasts between native and 

target language and the effect of the first language on a second. Then 

see how the era of contrastive analysis gave way to an era of error 

analysis, its guiding concept of interlanguage, or what is also called 

learner language. The questions about the effect on acquisition of 

input, interaction, feedback, awareness, and error treatment will be 

addressed. These excerpts also capture the transfer of vocabulary and 

grammatical rules from the native language. Brown classified four 

categories to describe the errors in second language learner 

production data.23  

a. Browns’ first overview is to identify errors by addition, omition, 

substitution and ordering. 

Brown explains “domain is the rank of linguistic unit (from 

phoneme to discourse) that must be taken as context in order for 

error to become apparent, and extent is the rank of linguistic unit that 

                                                           
23 Ibid.,p262-263. 
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would have to be deleted, replaced, supplied or reordered in order to 

repair the sentence. In the context of the analysis of the factors of 

students difficulties in thesis writing, Lennons’ overview about two 

related dimensions of error will be used to research the linguistics 

factors affecting undergraduate students in writing their thesis. 

It can be seen that the model is not complicated and 

represents a procedure that teachers and researchers might intuitively 

follow. Of course, once an error is identified, the next step is to 

describe it adequately, something the above procedure has only 

begun to accomplish. A number of different categories for 

description of errors have been identified in research on learner 

language. The most generalized breakdown can be made by 

identifying errors of  addition, omission, substitution, and ordering, a 

definite article omitted, an item substituted, or a word order 

confused, But such categories are clearly very generalized. 

b. Second category as Brown believes to identify the errors is put in the 

students levels of language (phonology, lexicon, grammar and 

discourse) that should be considered. 

Within each category, levels of language can be considered 

lexicon, grammar, and discourse. Often, of course, it is difficult to 

distinguish different levels of errors.  Errors may also be viewed as 

either global or local. Global errors hinder communication, they 
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prevent the hearer from  comprehending some aspect of the message. 

Local errors do not prevent the message from being heard, usually 

because there is only a minor violation of one segment of a sentence, 

allowing the hearer/reader to make an accurate guess about the 

intended meaning.  

c. Third, Errors can be also analyzed by the global errors or local errors 

as explained by Brown quoted from Burt and Kiparsky. Finally, as 

Lennon quoted by Brown suggests identifying errors by considering 

the two related dimensions of error, such as domain and extent. 

Finally, Lennon suggests that two related dimensions of 

error, domain and extent should be considered in any error analysis. 

Domain is the rank of linguistic unit (from phoneme to discourse) 

that must be taken as context in order for the error to become 

apparent, and extent is the rank of linguistic unit that would have to 

be deleted, replaced, supplied, or reordered in order to repair the 

sentence. Sources of Error Having examined procedures of error 

analysis used to identify errors in second  language learner 

production data, our final step in the analysis of erroneous learner 

speech is that of determining the source of error. By trying to 

identify sources we can take another step toward understanding how 

the learner's cognitive and affective processes relate to the linguistic 
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system and to formulate an integrated  understanding of the process 

of second language acquisition. And of course these are limited to 

the particular data that Taylor was analyzing and are therefore not 

exhaustive within a grammatical category. 

Moreover, they pertain only to errors of overgeneralization, 

excluding another long list of categories of errors that he found 

attributable to interlingual transfer. Similarly, provided a list of 

typical English intralingual errors in the use of articles. These are not 

exhaustive either, but are examples of some of the errors commonly 

encountered in English learners from disparate native language 

backgrounds. Both Taylor's and Richards's lists are restricted to 

English, but clearly their counterparts exist in other languages. 

B. Review of Related Findings 

There are  related studies which has been done by the other 

researchers. Muhammad Idris in 2013, conducted research entitled “ 

The Difficulty level of students of art education study program of the 

faculty of arts and design satate University of Makasar in Writing 

Thesis”. this study aimed to describe the difficulties students of the 

Faculty of Arts Education Arts and Design University of Makassar 

in writing thesis. the population and sample includes all students 

who have been preparing the thesis in 2012 to 2013. After doing so 
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many steps and processes in this study, he concluded that, students 

generally experience a relatively high degree of difficulty, 

experienced difficulties caused by internal factors, and external 

factors. One of the factor is students difficult choosing a topic and 

difficult narrowing topic into title.24 

Futhermore, there is a research which was constructed Ike 

Trisnawati in 2017, conducted research entitled “ The Students’ 

Process in Writing Thesis”. This study was aimed to investigate what 

are the students’ process in writing thesis and how is the process of 

writing thesis based on students score of thesis on eight semester 

finished the thesis examination in 2016 at STAIN curup. The 

population were 66 students who have constructing thesis in 2016. 

The sample were 32 students. After long process and steps based on 

the research result researcher can conclude the different process used 

by students influence the result.25 

Based on the research above, the research find the differences 

between the researcher postulated earlier with this research. The 

difference are this research hopefully more give contribution than 

both of them. Therefore, this research can give the solution for many 

students that still confused and get trouble thus can not write thesis 

                                                           
24 Muhammad idris, “The Difficulty level of student of art education study program of the faculty of arts and design 

state University of Makassar in writing Thesis”, ( University of makassar,2013 ) 
25 Ike Trisnawati, “ The Students’ Process in Writing Thesis”( STAIN Curup,2017 )  
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well. If students still in this problem, it can impact students can not 

finished on time. Because thesis is a key , in the other hand thesis is 

important for students if they want to graduate from their university. 

Futhermore, in this research there are some problem in writing thesis 

like the researcher has explained in related theory by the expert. But, 

still, those related finding gave the contribution for this research.  
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This chapter explores methodology of the research. It colaborates how this 

research was conducted. It consists of  kind of the research, population and the 

sample of the research, data collecting technique, research instrument, validity and 

data analysis technique. 

A. Kind of the Research 

In this research, the researcher designed as a mixed-methods. Mixed 

methods involved the use of both quantitative and qualitative methods in a 

single study.  This research has a purpose to know more about the students’ 

difficulties in witing thesis. It means that the situation in field research would 

be important aspects as the data which would collect in his research. The 

researcher used quantitative method, as stated by Crowell, quantitative 

research is a means for testing objective theories by examining the 

relationship among variables.26 These variables can be measured, typically on 

instruments. So, the numbered of data can be analysed using statistical 

procedure.  

It explain the phenomenon in the field cover the students difficulties 

factors in writing thesis. On specifically at IAIN Curup. So, researcher 

explained the factual phenomenon in writing thesis by eight semesters 

                                                           
26 Croswell, J.W.2009.ResearchDesign (3rded).University of Nebraska-Lincoln.USA.P.4 



41 
 

41 
 

students year 2018 of english study program at IAIN Curup. Moreover, 

descriptive research is a study designed to depict the participants in an 

accurate way, it is all about describing people who take part in the research. 

The students’ difficulties factors in writing thesis was analyzed by using 

quantitative analysis. By this analysis, the researcher work in objective way 

and sytematically by using quantitative approaches from analyzing the result 

of the questionaire and rate in by using rating scale. 

The researcher used qualitative design because from collecting the 

data and taking the conclusion of the research is from verbal description not 

numerical. Borgan and Taylor in Margono defined that qualitative research is 

“the research procedure which produces descriptive data such as word written 

or speed from the population people and attitude which can analyze”.  In line 

with that, Sugiono states that Qualitative research is descriptive, the data 

collected is in the form of words of pictures rather that number. Qualitative 

researches are concerned with process rather than simply outcomes or 

products qualitative researches tend to analyze their data inductively.  

The researcher used this method to examine the events or phenomena 

of students, especially in writing thesis of eighth semester at IAIN Curup. The 

term of descriptive comes from English “to describe”. Sukmadianata in 

Sugiono states that qualitative research is a research that is used to describe 

and analyzed phenomena, event, social activity, attitude, belief, perception 

and people thinking either in individual or in a group.  It means that mixed-



42 
 

42 
 

methods was a research which combined between qualitative and quantitative 

methods by analysis of data was presented in number form and displayed in 

explanation form. 

B. Population and Sample  

1. Population 

The subject of this research was taken students eight semesters of 

English Study Program  in IAIN curup. Because eight semesters students 

doing write thesis project.  According to Francklin, Jack and Narmalle 

Wallen said that a population was a class of individual or organization.27 

The population is the group of interest to the researcher, the group to 

which she or he would like the result of study to be generalizable.  So, the 

population in this research were all students in eight semesters of english 

study program at IAIN Curup in academic year 2018. Because of their 

challenge in writing thesis it is the reason  researcher choose IAIN Curup 

as a population of the research. 

Population is the entire group of items or individual from which 

samples under consideration are presumed to come. Based on Hartas, “ A 

population is a group of individuals or organizations that share the same 

characteristic that is of interest to our study”.28 In conclusion, the 

                                                           
27 Jack Francklin And Narmalle Wallen, How Design And Evaluate Research In Education,(Graw Hill: International 

Edition,1999),p.78 

 
28 Dimitra Hartas, Educational Research and Inquiry ( Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches),(London: Contium 

British Library, 2010), p.67 
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researcher concludes that, population is the entire group of items, object 

that process some common characteristic defined by the sampling criteria 

established by the research and the group of interest to the researcher 

which the research of the was study was indeed to apply. 

In this research, the population is all the students of English Study 

Program who pass the seminar proposal of the thesis in 2017 at IAIN 

Curup, there were 49 students included on eight semester, this information 

based on the data that researcher got from English Study Program Official 

IAIN Curup. The researcher choose that population because the students 

have constructing thesis.  

Table 3.1 

Number of Population 

Class Number of Students 

PBI A 14 

PBI B 15 

PBI C 12 

Non-Regular 8 

Total 49 
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2. Sample 

Sample was a part of population, which represent the whole.29 

Sampling is the process selecting a number of individual for a study in 

such a way that they represent the larger group from which they were 

selected. If a sample is well selected, researcher results based on it will be 

generalizable to the population. 

In quantitative research, it tend to be general rule that the larger the 

sample the more accurate the result.30 From 49 english department 

students who are pass in seminar proposal of thesis 2017, the researcher 

used technique sample was total sampling. Total sampling is technique to 

take a sample where the number of sample same with the population.31 

 In practice , total population sampling is done when the target group 

is small and set apart by an  unusual and well-defined characteristic. The 

researcher choose this technique because the number of population were 

under 100 students so, the total number of sample in this research were 49 

english department students who are pass in seminar proposal of thesis on 

eight semesters in acedemic year 2018. 

C. Technique of Collecting Data 

In this research, the procedure that the researcher used to collect data 

was through : 

                                                           
29 Suharsimi Arikunto, Dasar-Dasar Evaluasi Pendidikan, ( Bandung : Alfabela,2013),p.122 
30 Chaterine Dawson, Practical Research Method, (United Kingdom: Deer Park Production. 2002),p. 49 
31 Sugiyono,2007 
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1. Questionnaire 

A questionnaire is a set of question for gathering information from 

individuals. It can administer by mail, telephone, using face-to-face 

interviews, as handouts, or electronically.32 In this research, collecting 

data was done by given questionnare. The researcher used questioner as 

the main instrument to collect the data. Questionnaire is technique for 

collecting data by giving a group of question or written question to the 

respondent to be answered. 

Questionnaires are best used for collecting factual data and 

appropriate questionnaire design is essential to ensure that we obtain 

valid responses to our questions. Questionnaire can be open-ended or 

close-ended.33 In the other hand, closed-ended questionnaire is used to 

generate statistic in quantitative research. As these questionnaires follow 

a set format, and as most can be produced. Thus the respondents only 

put a check in the provide answers. 

The format questionnaire of this research was close-ended. It means 

that respondent answered the question based on the answers provided 

that was prepared by the researcher. The questionnaire that was used for 

knowing a research question the researcher decided to use closed-ended 

                                                           
32 Taylor powell, Questionnaire Design: Asking question with a purpose,(University of Wisconsin Cooperative 

Extension,1998),p.2 
33 Dawson, Op. Cit. P.31 
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questionnaires with designed by Likert Scale. According to Kinear as 

cited in Arif stated that Likert Scale is the most common scale that is 

used in masuring attitude, opinion and perception of respondents toward 

subject.34 Respondents are asked to indicate their level of agreement 

with a given statement by way of an ordinal scale.35  

The researcher will give the respondent five options to answer the 

questionnaires. The answer will be guided by Strongly Agree,  Agree, 

Uncertain, Disagree And Strongly Disagree in every question of 

questionnaire. It is the easiest form of questionnaire for the respondent 

in terms of responding it.36 Here, the 5 choice response format of 

questionnaire consisted are : 

Table 3.2 

Linked Scoring 

 

Strongly 

Agree 

Agree Uncertain Disagree Strongly 

Disagree 

5 4 3 2 1 

 

 

 

                                                           
34 Arif, Cara Menghitung skala likert at http://naufansapoetra.co.id/2015/11/cara-menghitung-kuesioner-skala-

likert.html. Retrieved on 23 ougst 2018 
35 Prof. Dr. Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Manajemen, (alfabeta:Bandung 2014),p.168 
36 John dudovskiy, Research Methodology. http://research-methodology.net/research-methods/su-

method/questionnaires-2/. Accessed on july, 19 2018 

http://naufansapoetra.co.id/2015/11/cara-menghitung-kuesioner-skala-likert.html
http://naufansapoetra.co.id/2015/11/cara-menghitung-kuesioner-skala-likert.html
http://research-methodology.net/research-methods/su-method/questionnaires-2/
http://research-methodology.net/research-methods/su-method/questionnaires-2/
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Table 3.3 

Blueprint of Questionnaire 

The Students’ Difficulties in Writing Thesis 

To know what are the students’ difficulties in writing thesis : 

No Factors Indicators Number of Questionnaire 

1 Personality 

Factor 

a. Self Esteem 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 

b. Inhibition 11,12 

c.Risk Taking 13 

d. Anxiety 14 

e. Empathy 15,16 

f.Extroversion and 

introversion 

17 

g. Motivation 18,19 

2 Sociocultural 

Factors 

a. The social Distance among 

undergraduate students 

20 

b. The social distance 

between undergraduate 

students and their tutors 

21 

c. The culture in the language 

classroom of the 

undergraduate students 

22 

d.The communicative 

competence 

23,24,25,26 

3 Linguistic Factor a. Domain error analysis 27,28 

b. Extent error analysis 29,30 
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Then the data collection processed by using questionnaire were as : 

a. The questionnaire was given to the respondents 

b. Collecting the questionnaire 

c. The questionnaire analyzed according to each theories 

d. The questionnaire tabulated and analyzed based on 

percentage formula 

Moreover, Dawson mentions there are some advantages of using 

closed-ended questionnaire.37 First, the questionnaire tend to be quicker 

to administer, then often easier and faster for the researcher to record 

respondent, tend to be easy to code, respondent can only answer in 

predefined way, new issues can not be raised. And at last it is quick and 

easy for respondents to tick boxes, might be more likely to answer all 

the questions. 

The researcher distributed questionnaire to the subject of the 

research who is determine in this research, then the respondents only 

need to put a check to selected the answer in the column in order to see 

the process used by the students eight semester that pass the seminar 

proposal of thesis in English Study Program at IAIN Curup, the 

researcher try to used questionnaire to got respond from the sample. 

                                                           
37 Dawson, Op Cit. P.88 
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The researcher was given the questionnaire to the sample by 

some ways because in this research not in the area taht easy to 

researched. Thus, the researcher got the data of the questionnaire by 

visited respondent’s house, send the questionnaire by online, such as 

from BBM, WhatsApp, Facebook, Messenger and Email. Then the 

sampe give back the questionnaire by online too or the researcher taken 

back the questionnaire in the respondents’s house. 

2. Interview 

Interview is a kind of technique which usually did by giving the 

certain question to get the information from the sample.  Actually, the data 

which were taken could not be valid if the researcher used technique for 

collecting data only. So the researcher used an interview to some respondents. 

According to Delamont an interview is used as technique for collecting the 

data as the early study to find the problem that should be studied, and the 

interview can be used if the researcher wants to know small respondent 

deeply”.  

The researcher used semi- structure interview. Catherine Dawson 

states that in semi-structure interview the participant is free to talk about what 

he or she deems important, with little directional influence from the 

researcher, the researcher also wants the interview to remain flexible so that 
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other important information can still arise.  Because it is not use the 

systematic interview guidance in doing the interview. Here, the interview 

guidance will not certainly used all in doing interview and the question in 

interview guidance can be deleted or be add it they are needed. In this 

research the researcher used interview to find out the factors that affecting   

students’ difficulties in writing thesis. 

Table 3.4 

Blue Print of Interview : 

Factors Indicator 

Personality Factor 1. Self-esteem 

Sociocultural Factor 2. The culture in the language classroom of 

the undergraduate students 

Linguistic Factor 3. Domain error analysis 

 

D. Research Instrument 

Instrument is tool or facility that is used to the researcher to collect 

the data.38 It means the research instrument helped the researcher to get the 

information needed that related to the research. The using of research 

instrument lead the researcher in gathering the information or data needed 

that related to this research. In this research, the researcher used instrument 

for helping to complete the data. The research instrument was questionnaire. 

                                                           
38 Suharsimi Arikunto, Procedure Penelitian Pendekatan Praktik. (Jakarta: Rineka Cipta,1996),p.136 
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For answering the research question, the researcher made the 

questionnaire based on the theory from Brown which the researcher used to 

know the first research question “what are the students difficulties  in 

writing thesis”. It can be seen as below : 

Table 3.5 

Questionnaire 

FACTORS STATEMENTS SA A U D SD 

Personality 

Factor 

1. In deciding the topic of my thesis      

2. In deciding the title of my thesis      

3. In having prior knowledge due to the thesis topic      

4. In identifying and formulating the thesis problem      

5. In identifying the thesis purposes      

6. In finding a proper literature review      

7. In deciding the method i would like to use in my 

thesis writing 

     

8. In gaining the data of my thesis      

9. In writing the findings of my thesis      

10. In writing a good thesis.      

11. In thought due to a lot of ideas in writing my 

thesis 
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12. In financial during the thesis writing      

13. In trying or to presentiment to write a thesis      

14. Being anxiety in writing a thesis      

15. In being awareness of the current issues toward 

my thesis writing 

     

16. In identifying of some issues related to the 

thesis writing 

     

17. Being critical about some issues regarding the 

thesis writing 

     

18. Having intrinsic motivation toward the thesis 

writing 

     

19. Having extrinsic motivation in writing a thesis      

Sociocultural 

Factor 

20. In discussing about the thesis writing with 

undergraduate students 

     

21. in discussing about the thesis writing with 

tutors 

     

22. In understanding about the culture in the 

university standard of format in writing thesis 

     

23. In having knowledge of proper lexical items 

and linguistic units on the thesis writing 

     

24. In connecting each sentences and to form it into      
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a meaningful thesis writing 

25. In having knowledge about the roles of the 

social context related on the study of thesis writing 

     

26. In sustaining communication through speech 

styles on the thesis writing 

     

Linguistic 

Factor 

27. In minimalizing the error of the grammar on my 

thesis writing 

     

28. In paraphrasing sentences from the sources to 

my thesis writing 

     

29. In knowing which grammar use that suppose to 

be deleted, replaced, supplied and reordered on my 

thesis writing 

     

30. In deciding which set of linguistic units that 

have to be deleted, replaced, supplied and 

reordered on my thesis writing 

     

  

1. Interview Guidance 

The interviewer or researcher must have a written guidance 

that indicates what questions are to be asked, in what order, and how 

much additional prompting, or probing is permitted. Interview 

guidance is a list of several questions in interview to get the 
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information from subject of the research. 39 In this research the 

researcher need the interview guide to collect the data which consist of 

some question, to get the information about the causes of the factors 

that affecting   students’ difficulties in writing thesis. Moreover, to 

answer the second research question the researcher use interview. The 

second research question is “what are the factors that affecting 

students difficulties  in writing thesis”. It can be seen as below : 

Table 3.6 

Interview Guidance 

Factors Questions 

Personality Factor 1.  Do you have any difficulties in deciding the topic of your 

thesis ? To what extend ? 

2. Do  you have any difficulties in finding a proper literature 

review ? Why ? 

Sociocultural Factor 3. Do you think that the university standard of format in 

writing thesis is hard to understand ? Why ? 

Linguistic Factor 4. Do you have any difficulties in paraphrasing sentences 

from the sources to your  thesis writing ? To what extend ? 

 

E. Validity and Reliability 

1. Validity of the Questionnaire 

Sugiono says, “Validity is the occasion when there is found similarity 

between the data collected and the actual data on the object of research, the 
                                                           

39 L.R Gay, Educational Research, Competencies for Analysis and Application, (Florida: Florida Product, 2003), p. 292. 
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validity of instrument questinnoaire means that the instrument used for collecting 

data is valid”.40 Based on Sugiyono’s statement, in this instrument of research, 

the researcher want to get valid the questionnaire that was used to collect the 

data. To decide whether the questionnaire that used valid or not, the researcher 

used to validity of the qestionnaire, because a questionnaire is said to be valid if 

measure accuratelly what is intent to measure.41  

In order to get valid questionnaire, the researcher tried out each question to 

the people. From the result of tried out that have been tried, it canbe used as 

reference to continue the research. The researcher used SPSS (Statistical Product 

for Service Solution) 17.0 in pearson correlation coefficient to measure the 

validity each items of questionnaire. According to sugiyono, by using the reliable 

and valid questionnaire in collecting the data, the result of the research will be 

valid and reliable.42 There were 30 items of questionnaire that was needed to 

know the validity of the instrument. After done the try out, the result of the try 

out was calculated. Finally, the 30 items of questionnaire was valid. 

2. Reliability 

The Reliability relates whether an instrument can measure something to be 

measured constanly from time to time. Thus, the key words for qualifying 

                                                           
40 Sugiyono, Statistika Untuk Penelitian, (Jakarta:Rineka Cipta,1998),p.199 
41 Arthur Huges, Testing for Language Teacher,(New York: Cambridge University Press),p.22 
42 Sugiyono, i n http://educationesia.blogspot.co.id/2012/05/cara-analisis-dan-interprestasi-data.html, accesed on 20 july 

2018,at 22.02 p.m 

http://educationesia.blogspot.co.id/2012/05/cara-analisis-dan-interprestasi-data.html
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requirements are consistency or unchanged.43 To measure reliability in this 

research, the researcher used measuring tool. In this research, the test of reliability 

was using technique of Alpha Cronbach. Alpha was developed by Lee Cronbach in 

1951 to provide a measure of the internal consistency of a test or scale which is 

expressed as a number between 0 and 1. To asses the Alpha Cronbroach coefficient, 

the researcher used SPSS 17.0 version. From the calculation of statistic by applying 

SPSS program, Cronbach’s coefficient was calculated. the internal consistency of 

the 30 item questionnaire was estimated around 0,97. According to Hair as cited in 

tavakol, the degree of cronbach’s alpha coefficient is as follow : 

Table 3.7 

Internal Consistency 

Cronbach’s Alpha Internal Consistency 

0.0-0.20 Poor 

>0.20-0.40 Qustionable 

>0.40-0.60 Acceptable 

>0.60-0.80 Good 

>0.80-1.00 Excellent 

 

                                                           
43 Syaifudin Azwar, Penyususnan Skala Psikologi,(Yogyakarta:Pustaka Pelajar,2006),p.99-103. 
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Such explain above, according to Hair, the internal consistency around 

>0.80-1.00 was excellent. It can conclude that the questionnaire was reliable and 

applicable for the respondents in English Study Program at IAIN Curup.  

F. Technique of Analyzing Data 

In this research, the data has taken by using questionnaire and interview, 

after that the data was analyzed to describe the real condition well. The data was 

analyzed based on each instrument : 

1. The Data from Questionnaire 

In this study the researcher used descriptive analysis method used to 

see the students’ difficulties factors in writing thesis. The data was 

collected as the students response in tabulate, and found out the 

percentage of students by using percentage technique. The close from 

question procedure has few steps as follow44 : 

1) The first step is preparing, the researcher checked whether the 

questionnaire answers by the sample were complete and whether the 

contents of questionnaire for each sheet were complete. 

2) Second, making questionnaire. The questions in questionnaire related to 

the theory of the students’s difficulties in oral test at English Study 

Program of IAIN Curup. After making the questionnaires, the researcher 

asks the lecturer to validate her instrument. 

                                                           
44 Robson, C. Real World Research: A Resource for Users of Social Research Methods in Applied Settings (3rd edn). 

Chichester: John Wiley. 2011. P 70 
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3) And then, the researcher distributes the questionnaire and ask the subject 

to fill it. 

4) The next steps were the researcher accounted the score of the total 

frequency was divided with the total questions.  

5) The next steps were the researcher accounted the percentage of the each 

items of questionnaire based on the students answer in questionnaire.  

6) Coding were the researcher classifies all the data that have been edited 

before by making certain in all collected data to classify them into certain 

categories. 

7) Processing the data was done by describing item per item of the 

questionnaire. 

8) The last, The researcher collects all of the data, analyse the data, and make 

conclusion as the result of the research. 

2. The Data from Interview 

Gay and Peter Airasian state that there are some steps in analyzing 

the data, they are as follows:  

1.Data Managing  

Before the data from the interview will be read and able to 

be interpreted, they would be managed by envisioning what the data 

from the interview of the research look like. The researcher divided 

the data based on the resources. The data from the interview would 

be saved in one folder. Besides that, the folders of data would be 
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divided also by the date are gotten. The purpose of data managing 

are to analyze the data and check it for completeness, and then to 

start the researcher on the process of analyzing and interpreting the 

data. 

2.Reading/Memoing 

The first in analysis is reading/memoing; reading the field 

notes, transcripts, memos, and observer comments to get a sense of 

your data. This process the researcher writes notes in the margins or 

underlines the important point from the data.  In this research the 

researcher read the data from interview with using the result of 

interview. The researcher read the factors that affecting students’ 

difficulties in writing thesis. and then interpretation of what 

students’ answer. 

3.Classifying  

Classifying data is done after reading the data from 

interview. The data were classified based on the students difficulties 

in writing thesis  

4.Description 

The researcher gave the description based on the result of 

interview which is to provide the true picture of the setting and 

events that took place in it. So, the researcher and the reader will 

have an understanding of the context in which the study took place. 
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In this step, the researcher started to describe all the data that can 

help the researcher to do next step in analyzing the data. 

5.Interpreting 

Data interpretation continuous after the data collection, 

analysis and interpretative stage of a study, interpretation is also a 

part of process of writing the result of study. Interpretation is the 

reflective, integrative, and explanatory aspects of dealing with 

studies data. Data interpretation is based heavily on the connections, 

common aspects, and linkages among the data, especially the 

identified categories and patterns. The researcher is interpreting data 

whenever he or she uses some conceptual basic or understanding to 

cluster a variety of data pieces into a category. To aid interpretation, 

it is important to make explicit what the conceptual basis or 

understandings of the categories are, and what makes one category 

different from other. 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

A. Research Findings 

In this chapter, the researcher presented the findings from questionnaire. 

This research had been done on October 2018 at eighth semester of English 

department in IAIN Curup. In implementing this research, the researcher has 

gotten more information concerned which related to the research question. As 

following the previous chapter, this study used questionnaire and interview. 

1. The students’ difficulties in writing thesis 

To know the students’ difficulties in writing thesis, the researcher used  

questionnaire. The researcher analyzed the questionnaire based on number of 

students. It was  49 students. The questionnaire consist of several indicators 

based on the theories that proposed by some experts as explained in chapter II 

(review of related theories). Those difficulties of writing thesis consist 

personality factor, sociocultural factors and linguistic factor. The description 

of percentages will be shown in the table and chart below. 

This questionnaire provided five possible responses. The respondents 

should choose one of five alternative responses for each item : Strongly Agree 

( score 5), Agree (4), Uncertain (3), Disagree (2), and Strongly Disagree (1). 

Based on the score of the students’ respo nses in the questionnaire about 
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students’ difficulties in writing thesis were tabulated in the percentages of 

each statements from student’s and presenting in table and chart. 

a. Percentages and Charts of Students’ Difficulties in Personality 

Factors 

The table showed the percentages of students’ difficulties in 

personality factors , the researcher made 19 item for questionnaire of 

them. The respondents should choose on of five alternative responses 

for each item: Strongly Agree ( score 5), Agree (4), Uncertain (3), 

Disagree (2), and Strongly Disagree (1). This table investigate about 

percentage of students’ difficulties of personality factors in the 19 item. 

The table was tabulated below: 

Table 4.1 

Percentages of The Students’ Difficulties in Personality Factors 

No.  Items 

Frequency Total 

Score

% 
SA A U D SD 

1 

in deciding the topic of my 

thesis 
29 17 2 1 0 90,2 

2 

in deciding the title of my 

thesis 
31 16 2 0 0 91,8 

3 

in having prior knowledge 

due to the thesis topic 
22 18 8 1 0 84,8 

4 

in identifying and 

formulating the thesis 

problem 

14 31 4 0 0 84 
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5 

in identifying the thesis 

purposes 
4 29 10 4 2 71,8 

6 

in writing a proper literature 

review 
25 20 4 0 0 88,5 

7 

in deciding the method I 

would like to use in my 

thesis writing 

10 23 6 10 0 73,4 

8 

in gaining the data of my 

thesis 
7 23 13 5 1 72,2 

9 

in writing the findings of 

my thesis 
6 26 17 0 0 75,5 

10 in writing a good thesis. 31 15 2 0 1 90,6 

11 

In thought due to a lot of 

ideas in writing my thesis 
29 16 3 1 0 89,7 

12 

in financial during the thesis 

writing 
18 15 16 0 0 80,8 

13 

in trying or to presentiment 

to write a thesis 
10 24 15 0 0 77,9 

14 

being anxiety in writing a 

thesis 
27 15 4 2 0 86,1 

15 

in being awareness of the 

current issues toward my 

thesis writing 

7 32 7 3 0 77,5 

16 

in identifying of some issues 

related to the thesis writing 
6 36 5 2 0 78,7 

17 

being critical about some 

issues regarding the thesis 

writing 

6 34 7 2 0 77,9 
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18 

having intrinsic motivation 

toward the thesis writing 
18 21 8 2 0 83,2 

19 

having extrinsic motivation 

in writing a thesis 
21 18 10 0 0 84,4 

 Mean 82 % 

 

Based on the table and chart above for the item 1 (in deciding the topic 

of my thesis) the students who answer Strongly Agree are 29 people. After 

that, the students who answer Agree are 17 people. And then, the students 

who answer Uncertain are 2 people. And the students who answer Disagree is 

1 person. The last, who answer Strongly Disagree is nothing. The Percentage 

(%) was the result of data collected from the students’ response. To find out 

the percentage, the researcher used percentage formula. Frequency devided of 

total numbers of the students, and then multiplied 100%. For example, the 

data showed that the score for the item 1.  Max score = 5 x 49 = 245 after that 

X = ((𝑓 29𝑥5) +  (𝑓17𝑥4) + (𝑓 2𝑥3) + (𝑓 1𝑥2) + (𝑓 0𝑥1) ) = 221 . The 

percentage is P = 
221

245
 𝑥 100% = 90,2%. So, the result of percentage for item 1 

is 90,2% students difficult in deciding the thesis topic. For the item 2 (in 

deciding the title of my thesis) the students who answer Strongly Agree are 31 

people. After that, the students who answer Agree are 16 people. And then, 

the students who answer Uncertain are 2 people. And the students who answer 

Disagree is nothing. The last, who answer Strongly Disagree is nothing and 
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the result of percentage is 91,8 %. For the item 3 (in having prior knowledge 

due to the thesis topic) the students who answer Strongly Agree are 22 people. 

After that, the students who answer Agree are 18 people. And then, the 

students who answer Uncertain are 8 people. And the students who answer 

Disagree is  1 person. The last, who answer Strongly Disagree is nothing and 

the result of percentage is 84,8 %. For the item 4 (in identifying and 

formulating the thesis problem) the students who answer Strongly Agree are 

14 people. After that, the students who answer Agree are 31 people. And then, 

the students who answer Uncertain are 4 people. And the students who answer 

Disagree is nothing. The last, who answer Strongly Disagree is nothing and 

the result of percentage is 84%. 

For the item 5 (In identifying the thesis purposes) the students who 

answer Strongly Agree are 4 people. After that, the students who answer 

Agree are 29 people. And then, the students who answer Uncertain are 

10 people. And the students who answer Disagree are 4 people . The 

last, who answer Strongly Disagree are 2 people and the result of 

percentage is 71,8 %. For the item 6 (In finding a proper literature 

review) the students who answer Strongly Agree are 25 people. After 

that, the students who answer Agree are 20 people. And then, the 

students who answer Uncertain are 4 people. And the students who 
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answer Disagree is nothing . The last, who answer Strongly Disagree is 

nothing and the result of percentage is 88,5 %. 

For the item 7 (In deciding the method i would like to use in my 

thesis writing) the students who answer Strongly Agree are 10 people. 

After that, the students who answer Agree are 23 people. And then, the 

students who answer Uncertain are 6 people. And the students who 

answer Disagree are 10 . The last, who answer Strongly Disagree is 

nothing and the result of percentage is 73,4 %. For the item 8(In gaining 

the data of my thesis) the students who answer Strongly Agree are 7 

people. After that, the students who answer Agree are 23 people. And 

then, the students who answer Uncertain are 13 people. And the students 

who answer Disagree are 5 people . The last, who answer Strongly 

Disagree is 1 person and the result of percentage is 72,2 %. 

For the item 9 (In writing the findings of my thesis) the students 

who answer Strongly Agree are 6 people. After that, the students who 

answer Agree are 26 people. And then, the students who answer 

Uncertain are 17 people. And the students who answer Disagree is 

nothing . The last, who answer Strongly Disagree is nothing and the 

result of percentage is 75,5 %. For the item 10 (In writing a good thesis) 

the students who answer Strongly Agree are 31 people. After that, the 

students who answer Agree are 15 people. And then, the students who 

answer Uncertain are 2 people. And the students who answer Disagree 
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is nothing . The last, who answer Strongly Disagree is 1 person and the 

result of percentage is 90,6 %. 

For the item 11 (In thought due to a lot of ideas in writing my thesis 

) the students who answer Strongly Agree are 29 people. After that, the 

students who answer Agree are 16 people. And then, the students who 

answer Uncertain are 3 people. And the students who answer Disagree 

is 1 person . The last, who answer Strongly Disagree is nothing and the 

result of percentage is 89,7 %. For the item 12 (In financial during the 

thesis writing) the students who answer Strongly Agree are 18 people. 

After that, the students who answer Agree are 15 people. And then, the 

students who answer Uncertain are 16 people. And the students who 

answer Disagree is nothing . The last, who answer Strongly Disagree is 

nothing and the result of percentage is 80,8 %. For the item 13 (In trying 

or to presentiment to write a thesis) the students who answer Strongly 

Agree are 10 people. After that, the students who answer Agree are 24 

people. And then, the students who answer Uncertain are 15 people. 

And the students who answer Disagree is nothing . The last, who answer 

Strongly Disagree is nothing and the result of percentage is 77,9 %. 

For the item 14(Being anxiety in writing a thesis) the students who 

answer Strongly Agree are 27 people. After that, the students who 

answer Agree are 15 people. And then, the students who answer 

Uncertain are 4 people. And the students who answer Disagree are 2 
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people . The last, who answer Strongly Disagree is nothing and the 

result of percentage is 86,1 %. For the item 15 (In being awareness of 

the current issues toward my thesis writing) the students who answer 

Strongly Agree are 7 people. After that, the students who answer Agree 

are 32 people. And then, the students who answer Uncertain are 7 

people. And the students who answer Disagree 3 people . The last, who 

answer Strongly Disagree is nothing and the result of percentage is 77,5 

%. 

For the item 16 (In identifying of some issues related to the thesis 

writing) the students who answer Strongly Agree are 6 people. After 

that, the students who answer Agree are 36 people. And then, the 

students who answer Uncertain are 5 people. And the students who 

answer Disagree are 2 people . The last, who answer Strongly Disagree 

is nothing and the result of percentage is 78,7 %. For the item 17 (Being 

critical about some issues regarding the thesis writing) the students who 

answer Strongly Agree are 6 people. After that, the students who answer 

Agree are 34 people. And then, the students who answer Uncertain are 7 

people. And the students who answer Disagree are 2 people . The last, 

who answer Strongly Disagree is nothing and the result of percentage is 

77,9 %. 

For the item 18 (Having intrinsic motivation toward the thesis 

writing) the students who answer Strongly Agree are 18 people. After 
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that, the students who answer Agree are 21 people. And then, the 

students who answer Uncertain are 8 people. And the students who 

answer Disagree are 2 people . The last, who answer Strongly Disagree 

is nothing and the result of percentage is 83,2 %. For the item 19 

(Having extrinsic motivation in writing a thesis) the students who 

answer Strongly Agree are 21 people. After that, the students who 

answer Agree are 18 people. And then, the students who answer 

Uncertain are 10 people. And the students who answer Disagree is 

nothing . The last, who answer Strongly Disagree is nothing and the 

result of percentage is 84,4 %. From the data, the mean of the students’ 

difficulties is 201 which the percentage is 82%, and it is mean 82% of 

total respondent or 40 students felt difficult in writing thesis because 

their personality factors. 
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From the statement personality factors the researcher displayed in 

chart, the most students difficult in item 2, it is the students difficult in 

deciding the title of the thesis. It is mean in personality factor the most 

students difficult to writing thesis is in deciding the title of thesis. 

b. Percentages and charts of Students’ Difficulties in Sociocultural 

Factors 

The table showed the percentages of students’ difficulties in 

sociocultural factors, the researcher made 6 item for questionnaire of 

them. The respondents should choose on of five alternative responses 

for each item: Strongly Agree ( score 5), Agree (4), Uncertain (3), 

Disagree (2), and Strongly Disagree (1). This table investigate about 

90.20%
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percentage of students’ difficulties in sociocultural factors in the 6 item. 

The table was tabulated below: 

 

Table 4.2 

Percentages of The Students’ Difficulties in Sociocultural Factors 

No.  Items 

Frequency Total 

Score

% 
SA 

A U D SD 

20 

In discussing about the thesis 

writing with undergraduate 

students 

1 33 9 0 0 66,9 

21 
In discussing about the thesis 

writing with tutors 
25 20 3 1 0 88,1 

22 

In understanding about the 

culture in the university standard 

of format in writing thesis 

12 32 5 0 0 82,8 

23 

In having knowledge of proper 

lexical items and linguistic units 

on the thesis writing 

16 26 7 0 0 83,6 

24 

In connecting each sentences 

and to form it into a meaningful 

thesis writing 

21 23 5 0 0 86,5 

25 

In having knowledge about the 

roles of the social context related 

on the study of thesis writing 

 19 24 5 0 1 84,4 

26 

In sustaining communication 

through speech styles on the 

thesis writing 

23 23 3 0 0 88,1 

 Result 83 % 

 

Based on the table above for the item 20 (In discussing about the 

thesis writing with undergraduate students) the students who answer 

Strongly Agree is 1 person. After that, the students who answer Agree 
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are 33 people. And then, the students who answer Uncertain are 9 

people. And the students who answer Disagree is  nothing . The last, 

who answer Strongly Disagree is nothing and the result of percentage is 

66,9 %. The Percentage (%) was the result of data collected from the 

students’ response. To find out the percentage, the researcher used 

percentage formula. Frequency devided of total numbers of the students, 

and then multiplied 100%. For example, Max score = 5 x 49 = 245 after 

that, the data showed that the score for the item 20 was X = ((𝑓 1𝑥5) +

 (𝑓33𝑥4) +  (𝑓 9𝑥3) +  (𝑓 0𝑥2) + (𝑓 0𝑥1) ) = 164 . The percentage is 

P = 
164

245
 𝑥 100% = 66,9%.   For the item 21 (In discussing about the 

thesis writing with tutors ) the students who answer Strongly Agree are 

22 people. After that, the students who answer Agree are 18 people. And 

then, the students who answer Uncertain are 8 people. And the students 

who answer Disagree is  1 person. The last, who answer Strongly 

Disagree is nothing and the result of percentage is 84,8 %. 

For the item 22 (In understanding about the culture in the university 

standard of format in writing thesis) the students who answer Strongly 

Agree are 12 people. After that, the students who answer Agree are 32 

people. And then, the students who answer Uncertain are 5 people. And 

the students who answer Disagree is nothing. The last, who answer 

Strongly Disagree is nothing and the result of percentage is 82,8 %. 
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For the item 23 (In having knowledge of proper lexical items and 

linguistic units on the thesis writing) the students who answer Strongly 

Agree are 16 people. After that, the students who answer Agree are 26 

people. And then, the students who answer Uncertain are 7 people. And 

the students who answer Disagree is nothing . The last, who answer 

Strongly Disagree is nothing and the result of percentage is 83,6 %. 

For the item 24 (In connecting each sentences and to form it into a 

meaningful thesis writing) the students who answer Strongly Agree are 

21 people. After that, the students who answer Agree are 23 people. And 

then, the students who answer Uncertain are 5 people. And the students 

who answer Disagree is  nothing . The last, who answer Strongly 

Disagree is nothing and the result of percentage is 86,5 %. For the item 

25 (In having knowledge about the roles of the social context related on 

the study of thesis writing) the students who answer Strongly Agree are 

19 people. After that, the students who answer Agree are 24 people. And 

then, the students who answer Uncertain are 5 people. And the students 

who answer Disagree is  nothing . The last, who answer Strongly 

Disagree is 1 person and the result of percentage is 84,4 %. 

For the item 26 (In sustaining communication through speech styles 

on the thesis writing) the students who answer Strongly Agree are 23 

people. After that, the students who answer Agree are 23 people. And 

then, the students who answer Uncertain are 3 people. And the students 
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who answer Disagree is   nothing person. The last, who answer Strongly 

Disagree is nothing and the result of percentage is 88,1 %. From the 

data, the mean of the students’ difficulties is 203 which the percentage is 

83%, and it is mean 83% of total sample or 41 students felt difficult in 

writing thesis because their sociocultural factors. 

 

From the statement sociocultural factors the researcher displayed 

in chart, the most higher score from students difficulties are in item 21 

and item 26. In item 21, the students difficult in discussing about the 

thesis writing with tutors. In item 26, the students difficult in sustaining 

communication through speech styles on the thesis writing.  

c. Percentages and Charts of Students’ Difficulties in Linguistic 

Factors 
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item 25

item 26

Student's Difficulties in Sociocultural 
Factors
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The table showed the percentages of students’ difficulties in 

linguistic factors, the researcher made 4 item for questionnaire of them. 

The respondents should choose on of five alternative responses for each 

item: Strongly Agree ( score 5), Agree (4), Uncertain (3), Disagree (2), 

and Strongly Disagree (1). This table investigate about percentage of 

students’ difficulties in linguistic factors in the 4 item. The table was 

tabulated below: 

Table 4.3 

Percentages of The Students’ Difficulties in Liguistic Factors 

No.  Items 

Frequency Total 

Score

% SA A U D SD 

27 

In minimalizing the error of the 

grammar on my thesis writing 
8 36 4 1 0 80,8 

28 

In paraphrasing sentences from 

the sources to my thesis writing 
28  18 3 0 0 90,2 

29 

In knowing which grammar use 

that suppose to be deleted, 

replaced, supplied and reordered 

on my thesis writing 

19 25 5 0 0 85,7 

30 

In deciding which set of 

linguistic units that have to be 

deleted, replaced, supplied and 

reordered on my thesis writing 

18 30 1 0 0 86,9 

 Result  86% 
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Based on the table above for the item 27 (In minimalizing the error of 

the grammar on my thesis writing) the students who answer Strongly Agree 

are 28 people. After that, the students who answer Agree are 18 people. And 

then, the students who answer Uncertain are 3 people. And the students who 

answer Disagree is  nothing person. The last, who answer Strongly Disagree is 

nothing and the result of percentage is 90,2 %.The Percentage (%) was the 

result of data collected from the students’ response. To find out the 

percentage, the researcher used percentage formula. Frequency devided of 

total numbers of the students, and then multiplied 100%. For example, Max 

score = 5 x 49 = 245 after that, the data showed that the score for the item 27 

was X = ((𝑓 8𝑥5) +  (𝑓36𝑥4) + (𝑓 4𝑥3) +  (𝑓 1𝑥2) + (𝑓 0𝑥1) ) = 198 . 

The percentage is P = 
198

245
 𝑥 100% = 80,8%. For the item 28 (In paraphrasing 

sentences from the sources to my thesis writing) the students who answer 

Strongly Agree are 28 people. After that, the students who answer Agree are 

18 people. And then, the students who answer Uncertain are 3 people. And the 

students who answer Disagree is nothing person. The last, who answer 

Strongly Disagree is nothing and the result of percentage is 90,2 %. For the 

item 29 (In knowing which grammar use that suppose to be deleted, replaced, 

supplied and reordered on my thesis writing) the students who answer 

Strongly Agree are 19 people. After that, the students who answer Agree are 

25 people. And then, the students who answer Uncertain are 5 people. And the 
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students who answer Disagree is nothing person. The last, who answer 

Strongly Disagree is nothing and the result of percentage is 85,7 %. For the 

item 30 (In deciding which set of linguistic units that have to be deleted, 

replaced, supplied and reordered on my thesis writing) the thesis writing) the 

students who answer Strongly Agree are 18 people. After that, the students 

who answer Agree are 30 people. And then, the students who answer 

Uncertain is 1 person. And the students who answer Disagree is  nothing 

person. The last, who answer Strongly Disagree is nothing and the result of 

percentage is 86,9 %. From the data, the mean of the students’ difficulties is 

210 which the percentage is 86%, and it is mean 86% of total respondent or 

42 students felt difficult in writing thesis because their linguistic factors. 
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From the statement linguistic factors the researcher displayed in chart, 

the highest difficult item is in item 28. In item 28, the students difficult in 

paraphrasing sentences from the sources to thesis writing. It is mean in 

linguistic factor the students felt difficult to paraphrasing sentences from the 

sources to thesis writing. 

Based on the explanation from percentages the researcher got the 

result of the percentage of students’ difficulties in personality factors are 82% 

or 40 students, percentage of students’ difficulties in sociocultural factors are 

83% 41 students, percentage of students’ difficulties in linguistic factors are 

86% 42 students. And based on the explanation from chart the researcher got 

the result in personality factors the most difficult is in item 2, in deciding the 

title of the thesis. In sociocultural factors there are two items make students 

difficult in item 21 and item 26. In item 21, the students difficult in discussing 

about the thesis writing with tutors. In item 26, the students difficult in 

sustaining communication through speech styles on the thesis writing. And 

the last in linguistic factors the most difficult item is in item 28, in 

paraphrasing sentences from the sources to thesis writing. 

2. The factors affecting stdudents’ difficulties in writing thesis 

To know the factors that affecting students’ difficulties in writing 

thesis, the researcher used interview. The interview consist of several 

indicators based on the theory raised by Brown. The descriptions about the 
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students’ difficulties it is followed Coopersmith in self esteem such as 

difficult in deciding the topic of their thesis and difficult in finding a proper 

literature review. After that, followed Matsumoto the culture in the language 

classroom of the undergraduate students. It was difficult in understanding 

about the culture in the university about standard of format in writing thesis 

and the last, Followed Fred Eckman in domain error analysis. They were 

difficult in In paraphrasing sentences from the sources to my thesis writing. 

a. Personality Factor 

1. In deciding the topic of their thesis 

Based on interview conducted on four respondent from each class in 

TBI eight semester in English study program. The first question is about 

difficult in deciding the topic of their thesis. As the first respondent 

mentions: 

“Yes, in my opinion it is very difficult to determine the topic of 

the thesis. Because, in determining the topic of my thesis, the 

first i must find a phenomenon to examine. And that 

phenomenon is difficult to find, because it has been researched 

by many other researchers so that I find it difficult to 

determine the topic of the thesis.” 

 

The above statement showed that the student feel difficult in 

deciding the thesis topic because she feel so hard to find the new 

phenomenon around the college to be her research, same like as the 

second and the third respondent they are said that: 
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“Yes. Because I have changed the title and topic of my thesis 

twice because the research has been studied before. And I 

always feel confused to determine what research I will do such 

as whether to determine the strategy in writing or analyzing 

students' speaking skills because there are many thesis topics 

that I am interested in but have been examined by previous 

researchers.”  

The third respondent said : 

“Yes. Because in determining a topic of thesis we must find a 

problem first and the phenomenon or problem is difficult to 

find because of a lack of insight and understanding in the 

academic field. So that in determining the topic of the thesis 

that is suitable for me to examine it is considered difficult.” 

 

Different statement come to the last respondent said that: 

“Yes, I find difficult to determine the topic of the thesis. 

Because to determine a topic of thesis that will be examined, 

we must make observations in advance to find a fact that is 

happening and it is felt that it is necessary to do research. 

While the fact is not easy to find an important matter to be 

appointed as the topic of my thesis research this requires time 

to see and choose an interesting topic to study” 

 

Based on that answer, the respondent is difficult in deciding the 

thesis topic because he need to do observe in the real field to see what 
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are the good problem is happen around the college and interest to be a 

good research.  

Based on all the respondent showed about the students’ difficulties 

in deciding the topic of thesis, all of the respondents said that they feel 

this factor  ( personality factor ) when they faced the writing thesis with 

the various reasons. 

 

2. In finding a proper literature review 

Based on interview conducted on four respondent from each class in 

TBI eight semester in English study program. The second question from 

interview is do you have any difficulties in finding a proper literature 

review. As the first respondent mentions: 

“Yes this is the most difficult thing in my opinion. Because in 

determining the right theory or literature review must be in 

accordance with the problem under study, and the source of 

the book used must also be in the form of English. Meanwhile, 

there are few and more sources of books in campus libraries in 

journals and PDFs and English words used in journals are 

usually unfamiliar vocabulary and difficult to understand that 

maybe this is a proper literature review for my thesis” 

 

Based on the respondent’ answer, the students feel difficult in 

finding proper literature review because she hard to find the source of 

her thesis such a book in the library. As the second respondets mentions: 
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“Yes. In determining the appropriate literature review I have 

difficulty finding the reference source. Like a book. In 

bookstores or libraries there is still very little available book 

references in English. So I can only download PDFs. And I 

have to find out what books are appropriate and can be used 

as theories for my research. But the PDF book that I need to 

buy cannot be downloaded for free so I have to prepare funds 

to get the right literature review for my thesis. Because of that 

limitation, the reference source that I use more is journals than 

books” 

Based on the respondent’ answer, the second respondent feel 

same in difficult to finding proper literature review because she the 

minim facility of books t the library. The different just, the second 

respondent feel difficult also in got PDF’s because so many PDF’s 

book is not free to download, and it make obstacle for the student in 

finding the proper literature review for their thesis.  The same reason 

also come from the third and the forth respondent. 

As the third respondents mention : 

“Yes. It is difficult because in the campus itself there are still 

very few reference sources or books in the library. And further 

difficulties in looking for journals that have the same research 

direction as I am doing. Moreover, there are many journals 

that are difficult to access  

while the journal is in accordance with my thesis.” 

 

As the forth respondents mention : 
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“Yes it's difficult. Because in writing a thesis students should 

use new theories and must be in the form of books or journals. 

Whereas on the internet sometimes there are many blogs or 

articles that are in accordance with the thesis but cannot be 

used because of the lack of information from the reference. 

And I also find it difficult to find the reference source directly, 

not from an existing journal or dissertation.” 

 

The respondents’ opinion are same, it is all about difficult in finding 

the related theories between their thesis with the source of reference. 

Based on all the respondent showed about the causes of the students’ 

difficulties in writing thesis, all of the respondents said that they feel this 

causes ( personality factor ) when they faced the writing thesis with the 

various reasons. 

 

b. Sociocultural Factor 

Based on interview conducted on four respondent from each class in 

TBI eight semester in English study program, the next question is about 

the culture in the language classroom of the undergraduate students. It 

from De Capua and Wintergerst's theory about students difficult in 

understanding about the culture in the university of format standard in 

writing thesis. As the first respondent mentions: 
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“Yes in my opinion it is difficult, for example in writing good 

and correct references such as footnotes must be in 

accordance with the writing standards of the campus.” 

 

The above statement showed that the student feel difficult in put a 

footnote to the thesis. As the second respondent mentions: 

 “Yes it's difficult. Because this is my first experience in writing 

a thesis. So I don't know what kind of format is right, for 

example, how to quote the right one, juxtapose true 

paragraphs and other things, it is proven that I always have 

revisions in each chapter of my thesis.” 

 

It is mean that the student can feel her thesis format is correct or not. 

Because it is the first her experience to making an academic writing 

such a thesis. Next respondent mentions: 

“Yes it's difficult. Because I find it difficult to understand the 

standard format of writing such as making footnotes. How to 

write the correct source either from a book, internet or 

journal.” 

The fourth respondent mentions: 

“Yes it's difficult. Because I don't know what the correct 

format standard is. I see even the level my senior thesis all 

have different forms and formats. So that I just copy the 

existing thesis without knowing what the standard format of the 

campus is right.” 

 



85 
 

85 
 

The respondent mention the common reason is they are do not know 

the correct standart to wriring thesis. Based on all the respondent 

showed about the causes of the students’ difficulties in writing thesis, all 

of the respondents said that they feel this factor ( sociocultural factors ) 

when they faced the writing thesis with the various reasons. 

c. Linguistic Factor 

Based on interview conducted on four respondent from each class 

in TBI eight semester in English study program. The last question is 

about domain error analysis. They were difficult in In paraphrasing 

sentences from the sources to my thesis writing. In this theory, all of the 

respondent give the same answer. Their respondents mentions: 

“Yes, I have trouble too. Because of the lack of understanding 

in grammar, the lack of vocabulary in English to replace the 

existing word and in composing the sentence becomes correct 

and has the same meaning as the source language.” 

 

“Yes I have difficulties. Like the lack of my English vocabulary 

to quote the source sentence into my thesis and in choosing 

what academic vocabulary is suitable to replace the source 

language, then in equating the context of the sentence whether 

it already has the same meaning or may be different from my 

thesis.” 

 

“Yes. First I had difficulty in understanding the language of 

reference sources because I used high academic language so 
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that I had difficulty in making a sentence using another 

vocabulary and in changing the right vocabulary I was afraid 

of choosing the right words.” 

 

“Yes, I have trouble. First, in quoting we must know the rules. 

And in quoting we must first analyze the meaning of the 

sentence from the source so that we can replace it with other 

academic vocabulary and I find it difficult in that matter.” 

 

The above statements showed that the all students feel difficult in 

paraphrasing a sentence. Because they do not have a lot of vocabulary 

and they are confused to choose the correct vocabulary to change the 

sentence word with the same meaning. 

Based on all the respondent showed about the causes of the 

students’ difficulties in writing thesis, all of the respondents said that 

they feel this factor ( linguistic factor ) when they faced writing thesis 

with the various reasons. 

The reacher ask to the respondent, from the all students’ difficulties 

in writing thesis. They are mention that personality factor, sociocultural 

factor and linguistic factor are affecting them difficult in writing their 

thesis. 
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B. Research Discussion 

After all the obtained data are reported in detail as result of this 

research, they also need to be analysed based on the order issues that have 

introduced earlier in this study. The interview consist of several indicators 

based on the theory raised by Brown.  

1. The students’ difficulties in writing thesis 

In this part, the researcher discussed what are the factors that affecting 

the students’ difficulties in writing thesis. The questionnaire includes three 

difficulties factors in writing thesis, they are: personality factor, sociocultural 

factor and linguistic factor. Based on the result of questionnaire, the 

researcher found all of the poin about difficulties in writing thesis. That means 

the students do have all of the difficulties in writing thesis. The first, students’ 

difficulties in personality factors the data shows that’s 82%. Second, students’ 

difficulties in sociocultural factors the data shows 83%. Third,  students’ 

difficulties in linguistic factors the data shows 86%.  Based on the test result, 

the researcher concludes that the most difficult feature in writing thesis is 

students’ difficulties in linguistic factors due to the fact that the percentage is 

the highest. 

2. The factors that affecting students’ difficulties in writing thesis 

Based on the findings from interview above, it was explained that four 

reason of the students’ difficulties in writing thesis by 4 respondents from TBI 

8 A, B, C and NON-REGULAR.. The descriptions about the students’ 
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difficulties it is followed Coopersmith in self esteem such as difficult in 

deciding the topic of their thesis and difficult in finding a proper literature 

review. After that, followed Matsumoto the culture in the language classroom 

of the undergraduate students. It was difficult in understanding about the 

culture in the university about standard of format in writing thesis and the last, 

Followed Fred Eckman in domain error analysis. They were difficult in In 

paraphrasing sentences from the sources to my thesis writing. 

a. Difficult in deciding the topic of thesis 

Followed Coopersmith in self esteem the student difficult in deciding 

the topic of their thesis From the data which the researcher got showed 

that the factors of students’ difficulties is in deciding the topic of thesis, 

all of the respondents mentions that this causes is be their reason to 

difficult writing thesis. From 4 respondents, 3 of them have the same 

answer about the factors to felt difficult in deciding the thesis topic. It 

caused they felt hard in find a new interest of phenomenon, fact, or 

problem that happen in english academic to be their research. After that 1 

of 4 students have different answer. She said that she felt because every 

thesis topic that she wanted to do research was ever the other researcher 

made before. So, she should find a new thesis topic and it was be her 

obstacle in writing thesis.  
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b. Difficult in Finding Proper Literature Review of the Thesis 

Followed Coopersmith in self esteem student difficult in finding a 

proper literature review. Besides in deciding the topic thesis, all of the 

respondents mentions also the difficult reason in finding proper literature 

review of the thesis to be their reason to difficult in writing thesis. Based 

on the statement from the respondent, 4 respondents have the same reason 

why they felt difficult in finding proper literature review. They said that 

their did not get a source to be their reference in thesis because the minim 

of facility to find a book. Such as in library or book store. And then they 

should use journal or PDF files. After that, the mean vocabulary of 

journal and Pdf used the high academic vocabulary that they did not 

understand the meaning. So, it was the reason why they felt difficult in 

finding proper literature review of the thesis.   

c. Difficult in Understanding About The Culture In The University of 

Format Standard In Writing Thesis. 

Followed Matsumoto about the culture in the language classroom of 

the undergraduate students. It was difficult in understanding about the 

culture in the university about standard of format in writing thesis This 

factors also mentioned by all of the respondents about the students’ 

difficulties in understanding about the culture in the university of format 

standard in writing thesis, the 4 respondents have the same reasons. They 

felt the university format standard was difficult to understanding because 
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the  respondents difficult to make a correct reference such as footnote. 

After that 1 of 4 respondents said about her reason to felt difficult in 

understanding about the culture in the university of format standard in 

writing thesis because she did not have experience before to make a 

thesis. So, it would affecting the student felt difficult in writing thesis. 

d. Difficult in Paraphrasing Sentences from the Sources to Thesis 

Writing 

Followed Fred Eckman in domain error analysis. They were difficult in 

In paraphrasing sentences from the sources to my thesis writing. All of the 

respondents mentions their reason in domain error analysis.The statement 

of the respondents mentions when the reasearcher interview them. All of 

respondents give the same reasons about the cause their felt difficult. The 

first about lack of vocabularies. The second about defined the meaning of 

sentences. The last about grammar error. That is why this linguistic factor 

be the most common reason to the students’ difficulties. 

 

 

 

 



91 
 

91 
 

CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 This chapter presents a brief conclusion of the whole discussion in the 

previous chapter and gives recommendation based on the result of study. The 

conclusion below is answer of the research questions, while the suggestion is 

intended to give information to the readers who are interest in doing further 

research in this area. 

A. Conclusion 

 From the description mainly about the main problem, the researcher 

found all of the factors that affecting students difficulties in writing thesis faced 

by the students. They were the students’ difficulties in personality factor, 

students’ difficulties in sociocultural factor and students’ difficulties in linguistic 

factor. The researcher found all of the factor of students difficulties in writing 

thesis  faced by the students. They were difficult in self esteem such as difficult 

in deciding the topic of their thesis and difficult in finding a proper literature 

review. After that, the culture in the language classroom of the undergraduate 

students. It was difficult in understanding about the culture in the university 

about standard of format in writing thesis and the last, domain error analysis. 

They were difficult in In paraphrasing sentences from the sources to my thesis 

writing. From the all causes, the most causes of the students’ difficulties is in 

finding a proper literature review. 
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B. Suggestion 

 From the result of the students’ difficulties in writing thesis above the 

researcher give suggestions. There are some suggestions related to the result of 

the researcher which is found by researcher. For the students in English 

department of IAIN Curup, if you faced the writing thesis, choose the interesting 

thesis topic but easy to be your research. Because if you enjoy in that topic you 

will fight to finished your thesis early.  After that read more books, journals and 

academic articles to make you find a new phenomenon to do research. That are 

all the important thing in writing thesis. After that, for the advisor in English 

department of IAIN Curup, give the good advice and time schedule for students 

for their thesis project. Because it can help them to finished their thesis early. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



93 
 

93 
 

REFERENCES 

Ahmed. A, Pollitt. A, Rose. L, (1999) Paper presented at 8th International Conference 

on Thinking, Edmonton Canada, University of Cambridge Local Examinations 

Syndicate. 

Arif, (2018), Cara Menghitung skala likert at 

http://naufansapoetra.blogspot.co.id/2015/11/cara-menghitung-kuesioner-skala-

likert.html. 

Arikunt, Suharsimi, (2002), Procedure Penelitian, rineka. 

Azwar, Syaifudin (2006), Penyusunan Skala Psikologi, Yogyakarta : Pustaka Pelajar. 

Brown, H. Douglas, (2010),  Language Assessment , Principles and Classroom 

Practices, New York, Pearson Longman. 

Croswell, J.W. (2009) ResearchDesign (3rded). University of Nebraska-

Lincoln.USA. 

Dawson, Catherine, (2002),  Practical Research Methods (A User Friendly Guide to 

Mastering Research), United Kingdom : Cromwell Press. 

Delamont, (2011), Technique Data Collection in Research, New York: Data Press. 

D. G. Altman, (1991) Practical Statistic for Research, (London: Chapman & Hall. 

D. Nunan, (2009), Task-based Language Teaching. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Escario, Elisenda Castro. (2013), Oral Tests: Strategies For Teachers And Students 

To Get Rid Of Anxiety. 

http://naufansapoetra.blogspot.co.id/2015/11/cara-menghitung-kuesioner-skala-likert.html
http://naufansapoetra.blogspot.co.id/2015/11/cara-menghitung-kuesioner-skala-likert.html


94 
 

94 
 

Gay, L.R and Airasian, Peter, (2000), Educational Research, Clarinda Company. 

Garrett, Henry, (2003),  Testing for Teachers. American Book Company. New York, 

Glossary of Measurement Terms. 

Helfferich, (2009), Research Methodology, Cambridge: Cambridge university. 

Huges, Arthur. (2003). Testing for Language Teacher, UK, Cambridge University 

Press. 

Indriani, Gita, (2018), populasi/sampel dan teknik sampling, from 

hhtp://www.academia.edu/5036760/populasi_Sample_and_Tekhnik_Sampling. 

John W, Best, (1977), Research in Education. New Zealamd:pentice Hall,Inc. 

J. R. Frankel and N. E. Wallen, (2009),  How to Design and Evaluate Research in 

Education. New York: McGraw-Hill. 

Kayapinar, Ulaş, (2001),  A Study on the Quality of Mersin University School of 

Foreign Languages English Preparatory Classes’ Final Exam,).  Mersin University 

Journal of The Faculty of Education. Vol 2, Issue 1. 

Lincoln and Guba, (2010) Research Metodology, Cambridge: University Press. 

Madsen, Horald S. (1981), “Selecting Appropriate Elicitation Techniques for Oral 

Proficiency Tests” Directions in Language Testing, Singapore, RELC.  

Madsen, Harold S, (1983), Techniques in testing. Oxford University Press. 

Margono, (1999), Prosedur Penelitian Kualitatif, Jakarta, Pustaka Jaya. 



95 
 

95 
 

Mostafa. Nor Azmi B, (2008), The Backwash Effect Of The Oral English Test (OET) 

Conducted At School-Based Level In Selected Secondary Schools In The Batang 

Padang District Of Perak, Negeri Sembilan,Malaysia. 

Naufan Sapoetra, Arif, (2018). Cara Menghitung Kuesioner Skala Likert. Accessed in 

http://naufanoetra.blogspot.co.id/2015/11/cara-menghitung-kuesioner-skala-

likert.html. 

Noor. Juliansyah, (2002), Metodelogy Penelitian Skripsi, tesis and 

disertaikaryailmiah. 

Ösken, Hasan, (1999), An Investigation Of The Content Validity And Backwash Effect 

Of The End-Of-Term Oral Assessment Test Administered At Hacettepe University, 

Department Of Basic English (DBE), Thesis. the Institute of Economics and Social 

Sciences, 

Riduan and Sunarto, (2003), Metode dan Tekhnik Menyusun penelitian Skripsi dan 

Thesis, Cetakan lima, Alphabet, Bandung 

Robson, C. (2011) Real World Research: A Resource for Users of Social Research 

Methods in Applied Settings (3rd edn). Chichester: John Wiley 

Sugiono, (2005), Memahami Penelitian Kualitatif, Bandung, CV Alfabeta. 

Sugiono, (2013), Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif  Kualitaif  dan R & D, Bandung: 

Alfabeta. 

Sukmawati, Dewi, (2018), Metodologi Penelitian, from 

http://www.slideshare.net/klinsay/metodologi-penelitian-25108685 

http://naufanoetra.blogspot.co.id/2015/11/cara-menghitung-kuesioner-skala-likert.html
http://naufanoetra.blogspot.co.id/2015/11/cara-menghitung-kuesioner-skala-likert.html
http://www.slideshare.net/klinsay/metodologi-penelitian-25108685


96 
 

96 
 

S. Tarman, (2002), Reliability and validity assessment and evaluation, Ankara, Gazi 

Üniversity. 

Syamubi, Syukarman, (2011), Metodelogy Penelitian Kuantitatif and Kualitatif, 

Curup:LP2 STAIN Curup. 

Underhill. N, 1987, Testing Spoken Language. Cambridge, C.U.P. 

Webster, A Merriam, (2018), Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary, G and C Merriam 

Company. http:///www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/difficult. 

Wilkinson, David and Birmingham, Peter, (2003), Using Research Instruments : A 

Guide for Researchers, New Fetter Lane Routledge Falmer, London.  

Yan Hua, Jin, (2011), Investigating the Difficulties in Speaking English for Academic 

Purposes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/difficult


97 
 

97 
 

A 

P 

P 

E 

N 

D 

I 

C 

E 

S 



98 
 

98 
 

 

 



99 
 

99 
 

 

 



100 
 

100 
 

 

 

 

 



101 
 

101 
 

 

 



102 
 

102 
 

STUDENTS INTERVIEW ANSWER 

First Respondent  

QUESTION ANSWER 

1. apakah anda memiliki beberapa 

kesulitan dalam menentukan topik skripsi 

anda ? 

Ya, menurut saya sangat sulit dalam 

menentukan topik skripsi. Karena, dalam 

menentukan topik skripsi saya terlebih 

dahulu harus menemukan sebuah 

fenomena untuk diteliti. Dan fenomena 

itu sendiri sulit untuk di temukan, karena 

sudah banyak diteliti oleh para peneliti 

lainnya sehingga saya merasa kesulitan 

dalam menentukan topik skripsi. 

2. apakah anda memiliki kesulitan dalam 

menemukan tinjauan pustaka yang tepat 

untuk skripsi anda ? 

Ya ini merupakan hal yang paling sulit 

menurut saya. Karena dalam menetukan 

teori atau tinjauan pustaka yang tepat 

harus sesuai dengan masalah yang 

diteliti, dan sumber buku yang digunakan 

juga harus dalam bentuk Bahasa inggris. 

Sedangkan, sumber buku yang ada di 

perpustakaan kampus hanya sedikit dan 

lebih banyak ada pada jurnal dan PDF 

dan kata-kata bahasa inggris yang 

digunakan dalam jurnal biasanya kosa 

kata yang tidak familiar dan sulit 

dipahami untuk dimengerti bahwa 

mungkin ini adalah tinjauan pustaka yang 

tepat untuk skripsi saya.   
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3. apakah anda berpikir standar format 

penulisan skripsi dari kampus itu sulit di 

pahami ? 

 Iya menurut saya sulit, contoh nya saja 

dalam menulis referensi yang baik dan 

benar seperti footnote harus sesuai 

dengan standar penulisan dari kampus.   

4. apakah anda memiliki beberapa 

kesulitan dalam mengutip kalimat 

sumber ke dalam penulisan skripsi anda ? 

Iya saya kesulitan juga. Karena 

kurangnya pemahaman di grammar, 

kurangnya kosakata Bahasa inggris 

unyuk menggantikan kata yang sudah ada 

dan dalam menyusun kalimat nya 

menjadi benar dan memiliki makna yang 

sama dengan Bahasa sumber. 
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