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ABSTRACT

M. Haviz Tio.s.2017. Student’s Ability and Problems in Pronouncing English
Fricative
(A Descriptive Quantitative research at the Seventh
Semester Students of English Department Study of STAIN
Curup Academic Year 2016/2017)

Advisor : Mr. Sakut Anshori, S. Pd, M. Hum
Co-Advisor : Mrs. Henny Septia Utami, M. Pd

The objective of this research was to know and describe the students ability
and problems in pronuncing english fricative. The population of this study
encompassed all of seventh semester students’ of English tadris study program
in STAIN Curup, the total of which was 40 students. From the population, all
students of seventh semester were taken as the sample of this research by using a
total sampling technique because the researcher want to know all the ability and
problems students in pronuncing english fricative. Data were collected through
test and questioner. The collected data were analyzed by using coding, data
organizing, counting, and tabulation. The findings arrive at a conclusion that
students ability was low in pronouncing Fricative and the student’s get lots of
problems in learning it. The problems were the existence of a given sound in the
target language which is not found in the native language, the same phonetic
features in both languages but differ in their distributions, similar sounds in the
two languages which have different variants or ‘allophones similar, sounds thats
only differ slightly in their phonetic features, and the sounds that have the same
qualities in both languages. The results indicate the students need lot of practice
and learn how to pronounce English Fricative.

Operational Definition: Pronunciation Ability, Pronunciation Problems, English Fricative
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Research

This chapter highlights the bacjground of the research, the problems of the

research, the objective of the research, the limitation of the ressearch, the significant of

the research, opreational definition, and the organitation of the research.

English is the original language of the people of England. Today, English is the

main language of the United Kingdom, Ireland, the United States of America, Canada,

Australia, New Zealand and more than fifty other countries. Worldwide, there are over

400 million native speakers of English, and over one billion more people speak it as a

second language. English is probably the third language in terms of number of native

speakers (after Mandarin and Spanish) and probably the most widely spoken language on

the planet taking into account native and non-native speakers.1

Consequently English is sometimes described as a "world language" or a "global

lingua franca". It is the world's most widely-used language in international business and

telecommunications, newspaper and book publishing, scientific publishing, mass

entertainment and diplomacy.2 From two explanation above, it can be concluded, English

is one of common foreign languages, has ever use in world to communicated to each

other, although different country and language with English they can speak and talk and

other people can understand what they talk about.

1 Robert Linquanti, Common Definition of English Learner, (One Massachusetts Avenue, NW,
Suite 700 Washington, 2013) p:13

2 N/A, What is English ?, https://www.englishclub.com/what-is-english/, access on august 8th

2017,
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As and international langauge, English is a demand for countries through out the

world. Indonesia is one of the countries that uses English as a foreign language. As a

foreign language, english is very different from indonesian, not only in terms of

vocabulary and its structure but also in terms of its sound system.15 Pronunciation is

absolutely crucial in learning language including English. It has significant role in

determining the degree of literacy in one’s communication with others, in as much as to

talk with other people one must pronounce words. Pronunciation becomes very essential

in learning English because when we make mistakes in pronouncing the English words,

the listener may not understand what we mean. The pronunciation of the English

fricatives is essential although English fricatives are just a small part of the English

phonology.16 From theory above, one of the important things in learning English is

learning about pronunciation, even pronunciation is just small part of learning English

because with pronouncing word well, it will not make misunderstand when

communicated each other.

Every language on earth has its own particular set of words, most of which are

quite different from those of any other languages. Therefore, Indonesians have problems

when they learn English, both in making good English sentences and in pronouncing

them correctly. 17 Yet, pronunciation problems are common in learning foreign

languages, including English. Ramelan argues an Indonesian student, in learning English,

is likely to have difficulty in pronouncing the English fricatives [v, θ, ð, s, z, h] since

15 Christopersen. An English Phonetic Course. London: Longman. 1981 p:1
16 Roger Lass , Phonology An Introduction to Basic Concepts, Cambridge university press, 1984,
p:119
17 Christopersen. An English Phonetic Course. London: Longman. 1981, p:1
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these sounds are not used by most Indonesian speakers in speaking their language.18

Ramelan states:

If someone wants to learn a foreign language he will obviously meet all kinds of
learning problems. Those difficulties have to do with the learning of sound
system, the learning of the new vocabulary items and the learning of the
unfamiliar ways of arranging the foreign words into sentences. 19

Most of Indonesian students have problems in producing some of the English

sounds and some of them are fricative consonants [f, v, θ, ð, s, z, h]. Teachers and

students have to deal with these problems properly in their English teaching and learning.

A little mistake made during English pronunciation might produce a different meaning

and cause misunderstanding between two different native speakers. The word ‘present’,

for instance, has different meanings with different features.20 According to Hornby’s

Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary of Current English, the first is [prєznt] which

means (of a person) to be in particular place at a particular time. The second is [prZzєnt]

which means to give something to somebody especially formally at a ceremony. The

word “present’ has two vowels and five consonants. 21

From theory and explanation above, the researcher also found this problem in

STAIN CURUP specially in English study program, which problem have be found is  in

pronouncing English fricative word, After doing pre-observastion and interviewing to

English lecturer in English department, they said that there are still some students have

that problems in pronouncing English fricative. Though pronunciation is not one of

18 Edmund Gussmann, Phonology Analysis and Theory, Cambridge university press,2002, p:90

19 Ramelan. English Phonetics. Semarang: IKIP Semarang Press. 1985. p:4

20 Brown, Gillian . Listening to Spoken English. London: Longman Group Ltd. 1977. p: 11

21 Hornby, AS. Oxfords’ Learner’s Dictionary of Current English. London: Oxford University
Press. 2000, p: 9
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English basic skills, it has a great influence in supporting speaking skills in order to avoid

misunderstanding and misleading between the speaker and the hearer.

The English study programs in STAIN CURUP are expected to be a good teacher

or whatever they want to be as soon as they graduate from English Department of STAIN

CURUP. They have to be careful in pronouncing English words since the irregular

spelling of English offers a poor guidance to its pronunciation. The seventh semester

students of English Department of STAIN CURUP in the academic year 2017/2018 had

completed all the subjects related to their study. With regard to English pronunciation

they had studied the pronunciation theories and skills as well as working knowledge of

phonetic writing, so the researcher chose the ability of the seventh semester students of

English Department of STAIN CURUP in the academic year 2017/2018 in pronouncing

English fricatives as the topic of the study, and some symbols are often mispronounce the

fricatives [v, θ, ð, z, ∫] as [f, t, d, s, z]. For example the word ‘deserve’. They may

pronounce it [disз:f] instead of [dizз:v]. Another example is the word ‘illusion’. They

tend to pronounce it [ilu:∫n] or [ilu:sn] instead of [ilu:in].

In learning pronunciation, a student should pronounce English word correctly in

order to avoid misunderstanding in communication among the students. What a student

learn will be planted in the their mind for the rest of their life. Therefore, it is

recommended that a student learn appropriately especially in learning English

pronunciation because English has a different language system from Indonesian

language. Based on the explanation above, In this study, the researcher picks the title

“STUDENT’S ABILITY & PROBLEMS IN PRONOUNCING ENGLISH

FRICATIVE”
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B. The Problems of The Research Question

Based on the background above, this research tries to find the answer of the following

questions:

1. How is the students’ ability in pronouncing English fricative ?

2. What are the students’ problems in pronuncing English fricative ?

C. Objectives of the Research

Based on the research questions above, the objectives of this research ware:

1. To know students’ ability in pronouncing the English fricatives.

2. To know the students’ problems in pronouncing English fricatives

D. The Delimitation of the Research

This research was limited to know the ability and problems in pronouncing

English fricative. The population of this research was the seventh semester students of the

English Department of STAIN CURUP in the academic year 2017/2018.

E. The Significances of the Research

1. Theoretical

The result of the study hopefully will give additional information to the readers

about English teaching and learning in Indonesia. It is hoped that this work will be able to

present a clear picture of pronouncing English fricative of the university students

specially in English department students of STAIN Curup. They can also use it as a

reference when they intend to have a study with the same topic in the future and further

research about the topic.
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2. Practical

The result of the study is expected to give useful contribution to English language

learning, both for teachers or lecturer and students. The lecturer can increase and develop

their teaching and syllabus based on the result of the study. The students also can use the

result of the study as a guide to make their English pronunciation better and are expected

to be more careful in their speaking English so that misunderstanding can be avoided.

F. Operational Definition

1. Pronunciation Ability

According to Hornby pronunciation ability is how person or people spelling

phonetic symbols correctly base on dictionary, chirstoperson also said it is the way

person spelling word and how them spelling it.22 From expert said above pronunciation

ability is how do people spelling word base on phonetic symbols and how them spelling

it correctly.

2. Pronunciation Problems

A thing that is difficult to achieve,  Denoting or relating to people whose behavior

causes difficulties to themselves and pronunciation problems is new sound, vocabulary

system and unfamiliar ways of arranging the foreign words into sentences, so-called

grammatical items. 23 that’s make English learner difficult to learn about pronounciaton

and it become problem when speak.

3. English Fricative

22 Hornby, AS. Oxfords’ Learner’s Dictionary of Current English. London: Oxford University
Press. 2000, p:10-15

23 Ramelan. English Phonetics. Semarang: IKIP Semarang Press. 1985. p:4
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Fricative is a kind of consonant besides plosive, affricate, nasal, lateral, rolled,

flapped, and semi-vowel in term of manner of articulation. Each of them has particular

characteristics, so does fricative. Since fricative is consonant, in producing it the outgoing

air meets with obstruction somewhere along the air passage. in which case the obstruction

of the outgoing air is partial, not complete as in plosive consonants. This obstruction

causes a frictional sound.24 In this research English fricative is a main theory use by

researcher and this research focus on students’ ability and problems in pronouncing

English fricative, hopefully this will give additional information to reader, students and

lecturer about it and also can use it as a reference when they intend to have a study with

the same topic in the future.

G. Organization of the Study
The study is organized into five chapters. The first chapter contains general

background of the study, reasons for choosing the topic, research question, objectives of

the research, the limitation of the research, significance of the research, the definition of

key terms, and organization of the study.The second chapter presents review of related

literature which discusses the ideas and theories underlying the subject matter of the

study as a result of library activity. It consists of English pronunciation, pronunciation

ability, English fricatives, and problem in pronouncing English fricative. The third

chapter deals with the method used by the writer in gathering the required data. It

contains population, the choice of population, the sample, the sampling technique, the

instruments of the study, data collection, data analysis, and criterion of interpreting the

data. The fourth chapter concerns with the result of the data analysis from the first

activity up to the last activity. It discusses the process of analyzing the data, the result of

24 Jones, D. A Better English Pronunciation: An Introduction. New Jersey: Prentice Hall Inc. 1983.
p: 179
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the data analysis, and the factors that might in fluence the students’ pronunciation.The

fifth chapter consists of conclusions and suggestions.
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CHAPTER II

LITERATURE REVIEW

A. LITERATURE REVIEW

1. English Pronunciation

a. Definition of Pronunciation

Pronunciation has an important role for human beings who use a certain

language orally to communicate to each other to maintain the demand of being social

creature. It determines understanding between speakers and listeners who convey

messages, ideas, and thoughts. In defining the term pronunciation, in his Oxford

Advanced Learners’ Dictionary states it in two different ways. The first is that the

word pronunciation‘is the way in which a language or particular word or sound is

pronounced’. Second, pronunciation ‘is the way in which a particular person

pronounces the words of a language’. 25

We cannot only pronounce an English word correctly from its spelling.

English spelling is only a poor reflection of pronunciation, although it must be

admitted that there is much regularity between sound and written symbol. The

ordinary spelling of an English word sometimes has little apparent relation to its

sound. There is no one to one correspondence between sound uttered and the letter

25 Hornby, AS. Oxfords’ Learner’s Dictionary of Current English. London: Oxford University
Press. 2000: pp 10-15
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which appears in written word. The spelling of thin think and they shows different

pronunciation. The letters
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thin think are pronounced as [θ], whereas the letters thin theyare pronounced as [ð].

On the other hand, the same sound may have various spellings as the sound [] in

measure, rouge, and seizure. The sound [ ] is pronounced inconsistently. It is

represented by the letter s in measure, gin rouge, and zin seizure. We pronounce those

words [‘m], [‘ru: ], and [‘si:]. Therefore, it is necessary for the learner to have a clear

understanding of the distinctive sound that appears in English. Actually, English

pronunciation covers two features, segmental features and suprasegmental ones. The

following is the detail about them.

b. Phoneme

Phoneme, in linguistics is the smallest unit of speech distinguishing one word

(or word element) from another, as the element p in “tap,” which separates that word

from “tab,” “tag,” and “tan.” A phoneme may have more than one variant, called an

allophone, which functions as a single sound; for example, the p’s of “pat,” “spat,”

and “tap” differ slightly phonetically, but that difference, determined by context, has

no significance in English. In some languages, where the variant sounds of p can

change meaning, they are classified as separate phonemes—e.g., in Thai the

aspirated p (pronounced with an accompanying puff of air) and unaspirated p are

distinguished one from the other.

Phonemes are based on spoken language and may be recorded with special

symbols, such as those of the International Phonetic Alphabet. In transcription,

linguists conventionally place symbols for phonemes between slash marks: /p/. The

term phoneme is usually restricted to vowels and consonants, but some linguists

extend its application to cover phonologically relevant differences of pitch, stress,
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and rhythm. Nowadays the phoneme often has a less central place in phonological

theory than it used to have, especially in American linguistics. Many linguists regard

the phoneme as a set of simultaneous distinctive features rather than as an

unanalyzable unit.

Phoneme is divided in two vowel and consonant :

1. vowel

Vowel is a sound produced with a comparatively open configuration of the

vocal tract. In everyday language, a vowel is a letter (sound) of the English

alphabet that is not a consonant. A vowel is most often identified as a letter

that is not a consonant. More specifically, a vowel is a sound that when paired

with a consonant makes a syllable. There are some vowels : A, E, I, O, U. And

Sometime Y. There are 14 English vowel, somtimes 20, it depend on what

dialect, and to spell it.41

2. consonant

A consonant is a speech sound that's not a vowel. The sound of a consonant is

produced by a partial or complete obstruction of the airstream by a

constriction of the speech organs. In writing, a consonant is any letter of the

alphabet except A, E, I, O, U, and sometimes Y, also in consonant ther are

fricative.42

Based on theory above, in pronunciation also learn about phonem because

phonem is the smallest unit in the language, and phonetich symbols are learnt in

41 Nigel Musk, The Vowels & Consonants of English, Sweden: Department of Culture and
Communication. 2005, p: 2

42 Hornby, AS. Oxfords’ Learner’s Dictionary of Current English. London: Oxford
University Press. 2000: p: 20
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phonem, and in phonem also have vowel and consonant, it is about the alphabet

which is involved in phonetic symbols, and English fricative is part of consonant

alphabet which aplhabet is, h, t, s, v, z, f, and etc.

2. pronunciation Ability

Pronunciation ability has an important role for human beings who use a

certain language orally to communicate to each other to maintain the demand of

being social creature. It determines understanding between speakers and listeners

who convey messages, ideas, thoughts and It is the act of giving the true sounds of

letters in words, and the true accents and quantity of syllables. Pronunciation ability

refers to the use of correct stress, rhythm, and intonation of a phonetic symbols in a

spoken language. Besides, it is the act or result of producing the sounds of speech,

such as: articulation stress and intonation, often with reference to some standard of

correctness or acceptability.

A word can be spoken in different ways by various individuals or groups,

depending on many factors, such as: the area in which they grew up, the area in

which they live now. There are some reasons why pronunciation is important, for

example improved pronunciation shows that students have become more native like

in their categorical perception of sounds. This means that they are more likely not

only to sound like native when they speak, but also to understand which sounds that

in words that native to them.43 Based on theory above pronunciation ability is one of

important role in learning prounciation because with good ability speakers can

deliver the message to other with no obstacle, and with it learner can improve their

43 Gimson, A. C. An Introduction to the Pronunciation of English. London, 1989, p: 100
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ability in controling thier correct stress, rhythm, and intonation in spelling the

phonetic symbols.

3. English Fricative

Fricative is consonants formed by a narrowing of the air-passage at some

point, so that when air is expelled by pressure from the lungs, it escapes with a kind

of hissing sound. Fricative is a kind of consonant besides plosive, affricate, nasal,

lateral, rolled, flapped, and semi-vowel in term of manner of articulation. Each of

them has particular characteristics, so does fricative. Since fricative is consonant, in

producing it the goutgoing air meets with obstruction somewhere along the air

passage. In producing fricative consonants, the outgoing air meets with a narrowing

of the air passage, in which case the obstruction of the outgoing air is partial, not

complete as in plosive consonants. This obstruction causes a frictional sound.44

Gimson says :

In the articulation of a fricative consonant, two organs are brought and held
sufficiently close together for the escaping air-stream to produce air
turbulence; fricatives are, therefore, like plosive and affricates, characterized
by a noise component. This turbulence may or may not be accompanied by
voice’.45

In English, there are ten fricative consonant phonemes. Some of them are

voiced [ z, v, r, ð, and ], and the rest [ s, f, h, θ, and ] are voiceless. As stated by

Jones, there exist in English ten fricative consonant phonemes. They are represented

44 Jones, D. A Better English Pronunciation: An Introduction. New Jersey: Prentice Hall Inc.
1983. p: 179

45 Gimson, A. C. An Introduction to the Pronunciation of English. London, 1989, p: 179



26

in phonetic transcription by the symbols [ f, v, θ, ð, s, ʃ, z, ʒ, r, h ].46 adds, ‘English

has voiced and voiceless fricatives at labiodental [ v, f ], post-dental [ θ, ð], blade-

alveolar [ s, z ], and palato-alveolar [ ʃ] points of articulation; in addition, it has a

voiced post-alveolar fricative [r] and a voiceless glottal fricative [ h ]’.47 Below is the

table of the details about English fricative consonants:

SOUND ARTICULATORY
DEFINITION

ARTICULATORY
DESCRIPTION

1 2 3

[f] voiceless labio-
dental fricative

The lower lip is put lightly against the
upper teeth in such a way that there is
slight opening left for the air to go out and
to cause some frictional sound to be heard,
The soft palate is raised so that no air
passes out throughout the nose, the vocal
cords are not vibrating.

[v] voiced labiodental
fricative

The lower is put lightly against the upper
teeth in such a way that there is a slight
opening left for the air to go out and to
cause some frictional sound to be heard,
the soft palate is raised so that no air
passes out throughout the nose, the vocal
cords are vibrating.

[θ] voiceless dental
fricative

The tip of the tongue is put very close to
the upper teeth forming a narrow passage
through which the air-stream escapes with
an audible friction, the soft palate is raised
to
close off the nasal passage, the vocal cords
are not vibrating.

[ð] voiced dental
fricative

The tip of the tongue is put very close to
the upper teeth forming a narrow passage
through which the air stream escapes with
an audible friction; the soft palate is raised
so
as to close off the nasal passage; the vocal

46 Jones, D. A Better English Pronunciation: An Introduction. New Jersey: Prentice Hall Inc.
1983. p: 100

47 Ramelan. English Phonetics. Semarang: IKIP Semarang Press. 1985. p:126
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cords are vibrating.
[s] voiceless blade-

alveolar fricative
The blade of the tongue or the tip and the
blade of the tongue is raised very close to
the teeth ridge, almost touching it, to form
an extremely narrow passage, through
which the outgoing air escapes with a
frictional sound, the soft palate is raised so
as to close off the nasal passage, the vocal
cords are not vibrating, the lips are spread,
not rounded.

[ʃ] voiceless palato-
alveolar fricative

The blade of the tongue is raised towards a
point midway between the teeth ridge and
the hard palate. At th some time, the main
body of the tongue is raised in the
direction of the hard palate and retracted.
The lips are usually rounded. The vocal
cords are not vibrating, and no air escapes
through the nose.

[ʒ] voiced blade-
alveolar fricative

The blade of the tongue is raised towards a
point midway between the teeth ridge and
the hard palate, the tip of the tongue is
retracted, and the main body of the tongue
is
raised toward the hard palate, the lips are
lightly rounded, the nasal passage is closed
off, the vocal cords are vibrating

[r] voiced post-alveolar
fricative

The tip if the tongue is raised in the
direction of the back part of the teeth
ridge, forming a narrow passage for the air
to go through so that a frictional sound is
heard, the vocal cords are made to vibrate,
the nasal passage is closed off, the lips are
a bit rounded.

[h] voiceless glottal
fricative

The air is driven through the narrow
opening between the two vocal cords
producing a glottal friction, while the
mouth is held in a position for the
production for succeeding vowel, and thus
the air does not meet with any interference
in the mouth cavity, the vocal cords are not
made to vibrate.

[z] Voiced alveolar
fircative

by channeling air flow along a groove in the
back of the tongue up to the place of
articulation, at which point it is focused
against the sharp edge of the nearly clenched
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teeth, causing high-frequency turbulence
48

To pronounce foreign language utterances, as English, is not easy. It is

difficult for some people. There will be some problems. And, now, it will be

discussed about some problems in pronunciation.

4. The Problems in English Pronunciation

English, for Indonesian, is one of the foreign languages beside Arabic,

Japanese, French, etc. As a foreign language, English is difficult for Indonesian

learners to master since their tongue and other linguistic devices have been fossilized

to produce sounds of the mother tongue in conveying messages orally with others.

Furthermore, if someone is learning a foreign language, he will face some new

problems; new sound, vocabulary system and unfamiliar ways of arranging the

foreign words into sentences, so-called grammatical items. 49

In writing this study, the writer discusses only the first problem that is new

sound system. Or, in other words it is connected with the problem of English

pronunciation. Syafei states,

With regard to its pronunciation, the English language is quite difficult for
Indonesian learners. In some cases the difficulties are due to the fact that the
irregular spelling of the language offers poor guidance to its pronunciation. In
other cases, difficulties are due to interference (negative transfer) from the fist
language to the target language.50

It means that for the first problem, the irregular spelling of the language offers

poor guidance to its pronunciation. English cannot be pronounced based on the

spelling. We know that we can pronounce Indonesian words directly based on its

48 Ramelan. English Phonetics. Semarang: IKIP Semarang Press. 1985. p:127-145
49 Ramelan. English Phonetics. Semarang: IKIP Semarang Press. 1985. p:4
50 syafei, Anas. English Pronunciation Theory and Practice. Jakarta: Proyek Pengembangan

LPTK. 1988. p: 2
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spelling. In other words, the pronunciation of Indonesian words is almost equivalent

with its spelling as in suku [ s, , k, ], hari [h, ,, r, ], etc. Meanwhile, in English, as

stated in 2. 1 that cannot be claimed that it will always be pronounced as [θ] like in

think [ θ, ,ŋ, k] or mouth[ma, , θ], but rather it varies in pronouncing it. It may be

pronounced as [ð] as in they[ ð, e, ] or [t] as in Thame [t, , m]. On the other hand, the

sound [ ] can be represented as in measure [‘m, , , ], as in rouge [ ‘ru:, ] or z as in

seizure [ ‘si: , ]. So, there is no certainty between English spelling words and its

pronunciation. Its pronunciation is seemingly unpredictable.

The second difficulty stated by Syafei, negative transfer (interference), means

that in learning a foreign language it will be affected by one’s habit in his mother

tongue. This habit may disturb him in producing new sounds in the foreign language.

has his own term in this case, that is: “speaking is a matter of habit”. It means since

child hood someone has been speaking his mother tongue, which has been implanted

deeply in him as part of his habit. The movements of his speech organs have been set

to produce the speech sounds of his own language, so it will be difficult for him to

change the habit of moving his speech organs in such a way as to produce foreign

sounds. There are many reasons why students find difficulties in learning English. In

short, it can be said that it is because of different elements in both languages, the

mother tongue mastered by students first and the foreign language which they want to

learn. Ramelan explained the reasons in details, as follows: 51

The first problem in pronunciation is caused by the existence of a given sound

in the target language, which is not found in the native language. ‘One of them is the

51Ramelan. English Phonetics. Semarang: IKIP Semarang Press. 1985. p:6-7
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existence of a given sound in the latter, which is not found in the former. It means

that the native language does not have certain sound in the target language. It is really

difficult for learners to pronounce English sounds since they are not familiar with or

feel those sounds strange. They have never heard such sound before. They will find

difficulty to produce such new sound. Thus, such as in the case of the sound [ θ] in

the English word think [θ, , ŋ, k], an Indonesian student may replace it with another

sound he/she has in his/her native language, like [s] or [t]. In this case, he/she will

pronounce [ θ, , ŋ, k ] as [ s, , ŋ, k ] or [ t, , ŋ, k ].

The second difficulty is sounds which have the same phonetic features in both

languages but differ in their distributions ‘Another learning problem may be caused

by sounds which have the same phonetic features in both languages but differ in their

distributions’ . It is obvious that both languages, native and target language, may have

same phonetic features. Unfortunately, there is a problem about their distributions.

These distributions mean that when and where they occur in an utterance, whether in

initial, medial, or final position. For example, both Indonesian and English have [p, b,

]. In English, these sounds may occur in an utterance in initial, medial, or final

position. In Indonesian, however, such sounds just occur in initial and medial

position, not in final. Although in Indonesian orthography the letters b, d, g

sometimes appear, but they are pronounced as [p, t, k].

Furthermore, the third difficulty is similar sounds in the two languages, which

have different variants or ‘allophones’. Ramelan  states:

There is still another source of difficulty that is caused by similar sounds in
the two languages, which have different variants or ‘allophones’. An
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allophone is a conditioned variant of a significant group of sounds which
occur in a fixed and predictable environment.52

It is reasonable since the Indonesian stops consonants [p, t, k], for example, have one

variant only which make them unchanged wherever they occur. The variant is only

un-aspirated. On the other hand, English stop consonants have two, aspirated in

stressed syllables and un-aspirated in the unstressed syllables. Consequently, most of

Indonesian students find it problem to pronounce such sounds in English when they

occur in stressed syllables.

Moreover, the fourth difficulty is similar sounds in the two languages which

differ only slightly in their phonetic features. Another difficulty caused by similar

sounds in the two languages which differ only slightly in their phonetic features.

Similar sounds in both languages tend to make Indonesian learners confused. For

example, in the word teacher [ti:tʃə], some students replace /ti/ sound with /te/, an

Indonesian sound. Both sounds are affricate. However, they are not same; Indonesian

/te/ is more fronted than English /ti/ and the lips are not rounded to produce such

sound. Although this pronunciation may be accepted by native speakers, it sounds

strange for them. 53

Finally, the last difficulty is cluster or sequence of sounds. ‘Sounds that have

the same qualities in both languages may constitute some learning problem if they

occur in a cluster or sequence of sounds’.54 In both languages, there are clusters. In

Indonesian, however, clusters rarely exist or they are used inconsistently, while they

52 Ramelan. English Phonetics. Semarang: IKIP Semarang Press. 1985. p:6
53 Edmund Gussmann, Phonology Analysis and Theory, Cambridge university press,2002,

p:7
54 Roger Lass , Phonology An Introduction to Basic Concepts, Cambridge university press,

1984, p:8
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are mostly used in English. In this case, Indonesian learners are not really familiar

enough with clusters.

B. Review of the Related Findings

Related in this research, especially about pronunciation ability which have done

by the researcher, the first is, “pronunciation ability by using English song in Indonesia

student ”, in her conclusion, The data obtained by means of test and interviews indicated

that Indonesian students with song them can increase their pronunciation ability and

student more interested in learning pronunciation  by using song because they have got

something new and enjoyable during their study. Her research underscored the

pronounciation of song meanwhile, this recent study focused on spelling english fricative.

Second, “students’ pronunciation ability in reading report text”, conclusion:

Based on the results of the research, it can be found out how many students succeed or

failed in pronouncing the English words in the text. Bas on the result of test, most of the

students were below satisfactory level. It can be said that the pronunciation skill of the

students was very poor. In addition, words they fail to pronounce were words that they

read almost every time they come to their campus, for example the word “English” which

they fail to pronounce though it is very familiar to them since they are the English

Department students. Same like reasearch about same search about ability, the different

just in his research about reading and in this research about pronunciation.

Third, “problems in teaching pronunciaton English fricative”, concluded that In

conclusion, it can be pointed out that teaching pronucation specialy in English fricarive.

As an inevitable consequence of the previous statement, teacher must be mastered the

way of teaching pronunciation. In this study, it discussed the problems in teaching



33

prounciaton English fricative. Also we defined that prounciation has important role in

comunication especially among peopole in different country which causes to give

advantages of the source culture, knowing the habits and customs even religious customs.

Same related whit my research is same research about problems in prnounciaton, the

different in his reseach about problem in teaching, in this research about producing it.
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CHAPTER III

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

A. Kind of the Research

In this research, the researcher was useing deptive research, it presented in

quantitative ways. According to Hadi Sutrisno “quantitative research as research is done

to know the conscious that caused by an act given by the researcher”.55 Nuna said that

quantitative reasearch is carried out in order to explore the strength of relationship

between two variable.56

In quantitative research, it assumes that all knowledge is relative, that there is a

subjective element to all knowledge and research, and holistic ungeneralizable studies

are justifiable57. Bogdan & Biklen stated that quantitative research concerns providing

data from a phenomenon that occurs naturally without any intervention of an

experiment or an artificially contrived treatment58.

B. Population and Sample

For this research, the researcher used total sampling to choose the sample.

Research subject relates to population and sample. According to Best, 59“Population is

any group of individuals that have one or more ch aracteristics in common that interes

55 Hadi Sutrisno, Mothodology Of Research, (Yogyakarta: Yayasan Penerbit Fakultas
Psikologi,1985

56 Nunan David, Research Method In Language Learning.NewYork,Cambrige University Press
1992,p.24

57Nunan David, Research Methods in Language Learning, (Cambridge University Pers,
Cambridge, 2009), p. 3.

58 Ibid, Page. 1
59 Best, J.W. Research in Education. Englewood Cliff, New Jersey: Prentice Hall Inc. 1981 p: 8
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the researcher”. Whereas, Tuckman states,33 “Sample is representative group from the

population as respondents”.

a. Population

The population of this study was the students seventh semester English students of

STAIN CURUP (A, B, and C class). The Research took them as the population for two

reasons. :

1). They had studied all the subjects related to their English achievement.

2). They had studied all the subjects related to English pronunciation theories

as well as working knowledge of phonetic writing, such as:

pronounciation, phonology, Speaking I,II,III,IV

No Class Total Students

1 A 13

2 B 15

3 C 12

Total all students 40

b. Sample

The sample of population. According to Allen ideally samples should be

representative of some defined population and there should be no bias in their selection.

33 Tuckman, Bill. To develop Good Research. Hong Kong: Oxford University Press. 1978 p: 227
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The larger a sample is, the more representative it is likely to be. Since the seventh

semester only 40 students and the researcher took all the students as a sample.34

C. Technique for Collecting Data

Gathering the data is the most important thing in doing a research though

it is tiring. The data were obtained from the 45 students of the eighth semester of the

English Department of STAIN CURUP in the academic year 2016/2017. According to

Sudjana there are several ways in collecting the data, such as:

1. Instrument Testing

Creswell mentions, “the instrument of choice in naturatstic inquiry is the

human”35. In quantitative research, the researcher is the primary research instrument36.

From the explanation, it can be concluded that researcher himself collect the data, and

also who analyze it.

A research instrument is materials or facility the researcher uses in collecting

the data to make her/his work easier and to get a better result which is more accurate,

complete, and systematic.37 In order to get the required data the writer used a tape-

recorder, a ninety minute blank cassette, pronunciation test items, and a Hornby’s

Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English as the instrument of the

research.

34 Allen, J.P.B. and Alan Davies.  Testing and Experimental Methods. London: Oxford
University Press. 1977 p:138

35 John W. Cresswell, Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design Choosing Among Five
Approach 2nd ,(Sage Publication, California), P. 38

36 Robert A. Crocker, Qualitative Research in Applied Linguistic: A Practical Introduction,
(Palgrave MacMillian, 2009), p. 05

37 rikunto, Suharsimi. Prosedur Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan Praktek Revisi V. Jakarta: PT.
Rineka Cipta. 2002 p:136
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The pronunciation test contained 24 sentences. Many of the sentences are taken

from Hornby’s English Phonetics as the test items. It contained 12 fricative  (f:

voiceless labio-dental fricative, in Q,no: 2, 3, 7, 14, 17, 22, 24) , 18 fricative (v: voiced

labiodental Fricative in Q,no: 5, 8, 11, 16, 17, 24), 15 fricative (θ: voiceless dental

fricative in Q,no: 2, 3, 4, 7, 9, 10, 13), 32 fricative  (ð: voiced dental fricative in Q,no:

3, 5, 17, 22, 7, 14, 24, 15, 18, 17, 22, 23, 20 ), 18 fricative (s: voiceless blade-alveolar

fricative in Q,no: 3, 5, 6, 11, 13, 15, 17, 20, 21, 23) ,24 fricative (z: voiced alveolar

fricative in Q,no: 1, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 22), 13 fricative (∫:voiceless plato-

alveolar fricative in Q,no: 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 14, 22, 24, 18, 17),15 fricative (ʒ: voiced blade-

alveolar fricative in Q,no: 3, 5, 7, 14, 22, 24, 15, 23), 17 fricative (r: voiced post-

alveolar fricative in Q,no: 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 12, 14, 15, 19, 22, 24), 10 fricative  (h: voiceless

glottal fricative in Q,no: 5, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 11, 14, 23).38

2. Questionaire

According to Ary et.al, questionaire is an instrument in which respondents

provide written response to questions or mark items that indicate their response.

Although they are often designed for statistical analysis of the responses, this is not

always the case, questionnaires are also sharply limited by the fact that respondents

must be able to read the questions and respond to them.39 Questionnaire is a data

collection instrument consistant of a series of questions and other prompts for the

purpose of gathering information from respondents. In collecting data, the researcher

applied questionnaire.

38 Prof. Dr. Sudjana,  Metode Statistika. Bandung: Tarsito, 2002  p:8

39 Christina Hughes, Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches, C.L.Hughes@warwick.ac.uk.
1989. P 22
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Therefore, the instruments of this research were group of written question

(questionnaire) itself. It can be administered by mail, telephone, using face-to-face

interviews, as handouts, or electronically.40 The format of questionnaire of this

research is closed-ended. Closed questions structure the answer by allowing only

answers which fit into categories that have been decided in advanced by the

researcher. For example, strongly agree/agree/neutral/disagree/strongly

disagree/unable to answer.41 Questionnaire was prepared by researcher by using Likert

Scale. Likert Scale is a scale used to measure the perceptions, attitudes or opinions

about a person or group, events or social phenomena, based on the operational

definition that has been set by the researcher.42 This research measured the main thing,

the perception, which is obtained from the questionnaire given to teacher. Therefore,

the researchers used Likert Scale to describe the results of the questionnaire which has

five options as alternative answers. They were :

1) SS : Sangat Setuju (Very Agree : 5)

2) S : Setuju (Agree : 4)

3) N : Netral (Netral : 3)

4) TS : Tidak Setuju (Disagree : 2)

5) STS : Sangat Tidak Setuju (Very Disagree : 1)

40Taylor Powell, Questionnaire Design : Asking question with a purpose, (University of Wisconsin
Cooperative Extension, 1998), P.2

41http://www.simplypsychology.0rg/questionaires.html Accessed on November 27th 2016
42 Arif Naufan Sapoetra. 2015.  Cara Menghitung Kuesioner Skala Likert. Accessed in

http://naufanoetra.blogspot.co.id/2015/11/cara-menghitung-kuesioner-skala-likert.html on June 7th 2016
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D. Instruments of the Research

1. Test

The pronunciation test contained 24 sentences. Many of the sentences are taken

from Horby, As ’ English Phonetics as the test items. It contained 12 fricative  (f:

voiceless labio-dental fricative, in Q,no: 2, 3, 7, 14, 17, 22, 24) , 18 fricative (v: voiced

labiodental Fricative in Q,no: 5, 8, 11, 16, 17, 24), 15 fricative (θ: voiceless dental

fricative in Q,no: 2, 3, 4, 7, 9, 10, 13), 32 fricative  (ð: voiced dental fricative in Q,no:

3, 5, 17, 22, 7, 14, 24, 15, 18, 17, 22, 23, 20 ), 18 fricative (s: voiceless blade-alveolar

fricative in Q,no: 3, 5, 6, 11, 13, 15, 17, 20, 21, 23) ,24 fricative (z: voiced alveolar

fricative in Q,no: 1, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 22), 13 fricative (∫:voiceless plato-

alveolar fricative in Q,no: 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 14, 22, 24, 18, 17),15 fricative (ʒ: voiced

blade-alveolar fricative in Q,no: 3, 5, 7, 14, 22, 24, 15, 23), 17 fricative (r: voiced post-

alveolar fricative in Q,no: 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 12, 14, 15, 19, 22, 24), 10 fricative  (h:

voiceless glottal fricative in Q,no: 5, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 11, 14, 23).43

The Instrument the Study

Table 1.1 Test text. Read the following sentences loudly and clearly!

No Test
1 A mirage is an illusion usually in a desert.
2 Calmly father parked the car in the garage
3 Charles is so ashamed to show the shape of his shoulder.
4 They wear the jackets in the bad weather.
5 You should have the wolves by hook or by crook
6 Show Sue how to sew and wash shirts.
7 The thief thought of going through north or through south
8 You can save enough money safely in a bank.
9 With chain matches the watch on the chair.

43 Prof. Dr. Sudjana,  Metode Statistika. Bandung: Tarsito, 2002  p:8
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10 Though the three youths walked through together in June.
11 He believes that his sons deserve praise.
12 Pleasure can’t be measure like treasure.
13 Enchanting with the children’s singing is such a pleasure.
14 The question is how the child has a chance to chomp on a bar of chocolate

leisurely on that chair.
15 This major enjoyed the joke of the sergeants.
16 Her decision to leave the division is usual.
17 Swarms of bees buzz among the leaves.
18 Jack enjoyed eating oranges in a Jacuzzi in Japan.
19 Ruth Smith walked through the cathedral.
20 John joins the agent joyfully.
21 She is no longer in the first flush of youth.
22 The camouflage hinders the seizure of the closure
23 This shoe brush is sold in a shop.
24 Very few doves have flown to far off countries.

This test taken from Horby, as book, and ever used to test the student,44

To evaluate the reability of this test there are two raters to evaluate the

student answer included the researcher the first rather and second rater ,

2.  Questioner

According to Ary et.al, questionaire is an instrument in which respondents

provide written response to questions or mark items that indicate their response.

Although they are often designed for statistical analysis of the responses, this is

not always the case, questionnaires are also sharply limited by the fact that

respondents must be able to read the questions and respond to them.45

Table 2.1 Closed-ended Questioner

Student perception about pronouncing English Fricative

No Indicator Sub indicator Statements
Very
agree

Agree Netral Disagree Very
disagree

44 Hornby, AS. Oxfords’ Learner’s Dictionary of Current English. London: Oxford
University Press. 2000: p: 100

45 Christina Hughes, Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches,
C.L.Hughes@warwick.ac.uk. 1989. P 22
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1 the
existence of
a given
sound in the
target
language,
which is not
found in the
native
language

1. Native
language
does not
have certain
sound in
target
language

2. Student
never heard
such sound
before

3. Student are
not familiar
with or feel
those sounds
strange

1. you have some
problem
because of some
sound didn’t
exist in your
language

2. you have some
problem
producing sound
you never hear
before

3. you have
problem with
not familiar ot
strange sounds

2 the same
phonetic
features in
both
languages
but differ in
their
distributions

1. Sound which
have same
phonetic
symbol in
both
languages
but differ in
their
distribution

1. you have
problem in
produce same
symbol in both
language but
different sound

3 similar
sounds in
the two
languages,
which have
different
variants or
‘allophones

1. An allophone
is a
conditioned
variant of a
significant
group of
sounds

2. The variant
is only un-
aspirated

3. problem to
pronounce
such sounds
in English
when they
occur in
stressed
syllables

1. you trouble with
variant of
allophone which
is have variant
of sound

2. you trouble with
aspirated and
un-aspirated,
which is not
exist in your
language

3. you trouble with
sound which
need to produce
stressed
syllables

4 similar
sounds thats

1. Simlar
sounds in

1. you have problem
with same sound
but diferent word
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only differ
slightly in

their
phonetic
features.

the two
languages

2. The sahape
lips are not
same as
native to
produce
such sound

2. you truble whit
your lips to
produce such of
sound

5 Sounds that
have the

same
qualities in

both
languages

1. learning
problem if
they occur
in a cluster
or sequence
of sounds

2. clusters
rarely exist
or they are
used
inconsistent
ly

3. Indonesian
learners are
not really
familiar
enough
with
clusters.

1. you have
problems in
group of
sounds thats
don’t exist in
your language

2. you have
problem with
not familiar
groups of
sounds.

E. The Technique for Data Analysis

After the pronunciation test was conducted, the recorded data were

analyzed. According to Saleh there are four ways in analyzing the data: 46

1). Coding

Coding means to change the information into symbols either in letter or in

number. It is necessary to organize the data and to make them easier to be analyzed.

46 Saleh, Mursid, Penelitian Pengajaran Bahasa. Semarang Semarang Press. 2001 pp: 39-40
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Here, the writer transcribed phonetically the students’ pronunciation into phonetic

transcription based on Hornby’s Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary of Current

English. The students’ mistakes in pronouncing English fricatives can be identified

after listening to the students’ pronunciation from the recorded data for several times.

2). Data Organizing

After the data are coded, they must be organized. The data which are not

organized properly will be difficult to be read and understood. After the writer

identified the students’ mistakes in pronouncing English fricatives, she then grouped

them into separate divisions, the correct pronunciation and the wrong pronunciation.

3). Counting

After the students’ score in pronouncing English fricatives had been

grouped into separate division, the writer employed the percentage of each kind of

question. use Preselected Category Approach as follows:

= ∑∑ 100%
where X1: the percentage of each kind of fricative question

F: frequency of each kind of fricative question correct

N: all question frequncey

∑: the sum of

The next step was counting. The reseacher employed the percentage descriptive

analysis to count all mistakes by using a simple formula as follows:
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= ∑∑ 100%
where X: the percentage of fricative question mistakes

E: various of fricative question mistakes

W: fricatives sounds

∑: the sum of

4). Tabulation

Then, the researcher also calculated total number and percentage of each

student’s perception based on the result of questionnaire given to them, by using the

formula :

= × 100%
P : Number of percentage

F : the frequency of answer

N : Number of sample47

F. Criterion of Interpreting the Data

The writer used certain criterion based on Tinambunan’s criterion as cited

by Tartiasih in order to know how well the students pronounce the English fricatives.

48

Table 1. Tinambunan’s Criterion of Interpreting the Data

47 Herzberg, Paul. Principles of Statistic, (New York: University Press, 1993)
48 Tartiasih, Eko Yuni, A Descriptive Study on Elementary School Teachers’ Ability in Pronouncing

English Words: The Case of the Elementary School Teachers in Adimulyo, Kebumen, UNNES, Unpublished thesis,
2006, p 25
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The Percentage of Correct

Pronunciation

Level of Ability

93% - 100%

85% - 92%

75% - 84%

60% - 74%

below 60%

Excellent

Very Good

good

Poor

Very Poor
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CHAPTER IV

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The fourth chapter concerns with the result of the data analysis from the first activity up

to the last activity. It discusses the data analysis and the result of the data analysis, the students’

ability and problems in pronuncing english fricative at seventh semester of STAIN CURUP.

A. Research Findings

A pronounciation test has been given to 40 students on December 5th, 2017 at STAIN

CURUP Rejang Lebong. Each student was asked to read the pronunciation test made in the form

of sentences containing English Fricatives. The students’ pronunciations were then recorded

with researcher android cell phone. The recorder was played back for several times to get

accurate data. Their pronunciations were then transcribed into table. It discusses the data

analysis and the result of the data analysis, and the factors that might influence the students’

pronunciation in this folowing analysis.

1. The Student’s Ability in Pronouncing Fricative.

Table 3.1 The Student’s Fricative Occurence

No Students Code Total Correct Percentages Grade

1 Student 1 14 58,33% Very poor

2 Student 2 13 54,16% Very poor

3 Student 3 17 70,83% Poor

4 Student 4 11 45,83% Very poor
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5 Student 5 19 79,16% Good

6 Student 6 20 83,33% Good

7 Student 7 10 41,66% Very poor

8 Student 8 13 54,16% Very poor

9 Student 9 22 91,66% Very Good

10 Student 10 19 79,16% Good

11 Student 11 15 69,5% Poor

12 Student 12 9 37,5% Very poor

13 Student 13 22 91,66% Very Good

14 Student 14 18 75% Good

15 Student 15 14 58,33% Very poor

16 Student 16 17 70,83% Poor

17 Student 17 11 45,83% Very poor

18 Student 18 14 58,33% Very poor

19 Student 19 17 70,83% Poor

20 Student 20 11 45,83% Very poor

21 Student 21 14 58,33% Very poor

22 Student 22 11 45,83% Very poor

23 Student 23 17 70,83% Poor

24 Student 24 21 87,5% Very Good

25 Student 25 22 91,66% Very Good

26 Student 26 9 37,5% Very poor
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27 Student 27 21 87,5% Very Good

28 Student 28 17 70,83% Poor

29 Student 29 19 79,16% Good

30 Student 30 19 79,16% Good

31 Student 31 18 75% Good

32 Student 32 15 69,5% Very poor

33 Student 33 21 87,5% Very Good

34 Student 34 14 58,33% Very poor

35 Student 35 16 66,66% Poor

36 Student 36 20 83,33% Good

37 Student 37 17 70,83% Poor

38 Student 38 15 69,5% Poor

39 Student 39 19 79,16% Good

40 Student 40 18 75% Good

Average 16,22 68,13% Poor

From the result of 40 students test above, the average was only 68,13%. that

means the students’ ability were still “poor” in pronuncing English fricative, and it really

concern for seventh semester because they were already at the end of their study and still

had a poor skill in pronuncing words specialy in English fricative. From test, the

researcher found that some students were still having difficulity in pronuncing fricative

and spell some different words with same sound.
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One of major pronunciation failure made by the students pronuncing fricative: [q],

[v], [ð], [z]. The students faced biggest problem in pronouncing the fricative [z]. The

chance of the students’ fail in pronouncing the fricative [z] large enough. This is

considered “Very Poor” for the students in pronouncing the fricative [z]. They tended to

pronounce [z] as [s], [z] or [∫]. For example, the word ‘leisure’ was pronounced [ˈleʒ.ər]

or [ˈliː.ʒɚ] or [le∫F] instead of [leqr].

Table 4.1 All Student’s Grade in English Fricative Test

No Grade Students %
1 Exelent 0 0
2 Very good 6 15
3 Good 10 25
4 Poor 9 22,5
5 Very poor 15 37,5

Total 40 100

Chart 1.1
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Percentage All Student’s Grade in English Fricative
Test

Percentage All Student’s Grade in English Fricative Test
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Student’s Grade in Pronouncing English Fricative

From the table and chart above only 6 students  get grade “Very good” that just

15% students, that’s indicate seventh semester pronuncing skill just a several students

really understand and well spelling English fricative. From 40 students which only 6

students get grade very good that number is very low, for ability it really apprehensive at

seventh semester.

From the table and chart above 40 students who only get Grade “good” are just 10

students thats just 25% students reach average ability in pronuncing English fricative,

from that grade its still apprehensive for students at seventh semester, why because from

all students just 10 had good grade, that indicate rest of them still need more study to

increase their ability in pronunciation specially in English fricative.

From table above and chart only 9 students got “poor” (22,5%) from all students.

It’s rather below than good grade that get 25%, but still this 9 students need study more to

improve and increase their pronounciation, because they were already at seventh semester

they must give and example to their junior so they will have passion to improve their

pronunciation to.

Last from table and chart above 25 students (37,5%) got “very poor”, this grade is

very apprehensive for seventh semester because more than half students get very poor, it

indicated those students really need to improve their ability in pronounciation specially in

English fricative, because if they do not concern about this, it will effect for them at the

end of their study, and it will become big problem for them.

The conclusion is students average ability in pronouncing English fricatives is

poor, that mean students from English study programs really need lots of practice in
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learning and pronouncing english fricative well, and it will become a problems for them

in the future if their not improve it from now on, because their already at the end of their

study.

2. The Student’s Problems in Pronouncing English Fricative

A quistioner  was given to 40 students on December 5th, 2017 at STAIN CURUP

Rejang Lebong. Each student was asked to fill the quistioner made in the form of Close –

ended Statementnaire. The students’ answer will put in table. The researcher will anallyze

the data and put it in the table. It discusses the data analysis and the result of the data

analysis, and the factors that might influence the students’ pronunciation in this folowing

analysis.

Table 5.1

Close – Ended Statementnaire

No Statements
Very
agree

Agree Netral Disagree Very
disagree

Total

F S F S F S F S F S F %

I.1

4.you have
some
problem
because
some
sound
didn’t
exist in
your
language

2 10 26 104 6 18 6 12 0 0 40 72

5.you have
some
problems
in
producing
sound you
never hear
before

2 10 28 112 10 30 0 0 0 0 40 76

6. you have
problems

2 10 20 80 15 45 2 4 1 1 40 70
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with not
familiar ot
strange
sounds

I.2

7. you have
problem
in produce
same
symbol in
both
language
but
different
sound

1 5 10 40 24 72 5 10 0 0 40 63.5

I.3

8. you
trouble
with
variant of
allophone
which is
have
variant of
sound

5 25 16 64 15 45 4 8 0 0 40 71

9. you
trouble
with
aspirated
and un-
aspirated,
which is
not exist
in your
language

20 100 14 56 6 18 0 0 0 0 40 87

10. you
trouble
with
sound
which
need to
produce
stressed
syllables

8 40 15 60 13 39 4 8 0 0 40 73

I.4

11. you
have
problem
with same

3 15 20 80 14 42 3 6 0 0 40 71
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sound but
diferent
word

12. you
truble whit
your lips to
produce
such of
sound

3 15 25 100 7 21 4 8 1 1 40 72

I.5

13. you have
problems
in group
of
sounds
thats
don’t
exist in
your
language

5 25 25 100 5 15 5 10 0 0 40 75

14. you have
problem
with not
familiar
groups
of
sounds

10 50 20 80 4 12 6 12 0 0 40 77

I.6 Total 60 300 219 876 118 354 40 80 2 2 74,1

From the table above, for Statement number one 69 %, students “agreed” about

some sound which didn’t exist in mother language can become a problem. In Statement

number two 76% students “agreed” about producing sound they never hear before can be

problem. Statement number three, 70% students also “agreed” that they not familiar or

strange sounds can be a problems. From that precentace students agree that three

problems from first indicator can be problems for them in learning pronunciation

specially in English fricative.

From the table above in the second indicator, Statement number 3 got 63%, the

answer indicate that students “netral” with problems about same symbol in both language
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but different sound, this problem was not really bothering students to learn pronunciation.

But it did not avoid the chance will affect other students in learning process and may the

students in the future.

From the third indicator, Statement number five 71% students “agreed” about

variant of allophone which is have variant of sound can be a problems for them, in

Statement number six 87% students “agreed” about aspirated and un-aspirated, which is

not exist in mother language can be problem, and Statement number seven, 73% students

“agreed” about word which need stress or sylables to produce can be problem, from the

students answer above their agree those problems can influence their performance in

learning pronunciation specially in fricative, because three term are all inlcluded in it.

From the fourth indicator, Statement number eight 71% students “agreed” about

word with same alphabeth but different sound can be a problem for them, and Statement

number nine 72% students “agreed” the different shape of lips to make some fricative

sound also can be a problem. The students agreed those problems can influence their

process in learning pronunciation and it can slow them down to copy and spell the word.

From the fifth indicator, for statement number ten 75% students  “agreed” which

is group of sounds don’t exist in mother language can be a problem for the students, and

Statement number eleven, 77% students “agreed” that they were not familiar of those

group sounds in this case is sound and group of english fricative also can be a problem,

from the answer that indicate students ar agreed with those Statement, in the learning

process also can be a problem for student, why because students need a time to get use to

something which they did’t know.



63

The conclusion is from the all answers 74.1% students agreed all those problems

in Statementer can become a problems for them in learning pronounciation and can slow

them down to absorb the knowledge did they need specially in pronouncing english

fricative. Next is the percentages of each statements from student’s and presenting in

table and chart.

a) The Existence of a Given Sound in The Target Language, Which is Not Found

in The Native Language

No Statement
number

Very
agree

Agree Netral Disagree Very
disagree

Total Total

F % F % F % F % F % % F %

I.1
Q.I 2 5 26 65 6 15 6 15 0 0 100 40 72
Q.2 2 5 28 70 10 25 0 0 0 0 100 40 76
Q.3 2 5 20 50 15 37.5 2 5 1 2.5 100 40 70

Chart 1.2 Statement 1

From the Statement number 1 the researcher displayed in chart, 5% students very

agree, 65% agree, 15% netral, also 15% in disagree, based on the chart, researcher

Very Agree, 5

Agree, 65

Netral, 15

Disagree, 15
Very Disagree, 0

Percentage of Statement 1

Very Agree Agree Netral Disagree Very Disagree
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concluded that sounds which don’t exist in mother language can become problem for

students in pronouncing some words specially in fricative and it will effect to student’.

Chart 1.3 Statement 2

From the Statement number 2, 5% students very agree, 70% agree, 25% netral,

also 15% in disagree, from the table, chart and the answer thats indicated to produce

some words which they never heard is problem for students’, because they didn’t really

know about that words and when they produce the sounds they are not same as they

expected and not correct.

Chart 1.4 Statement 3

Very
Agree,

5

Agree, 70

Netral, 25

Disagree, 0 Very Disagree, 0

Percentage Of Statement 2

Very Agree Agree Netral Disagree Very Disagree
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From the Statement number 3 the researcher got both from table and chart, 5%

students very agree, 50% agree, 37,5% netral, 5% in disagree and very disagree 5%, from

table and chart the researcher got variant answer and agree and netral the range is not to

far, that indicated strange or not familiar sounds sometimes become problems for some

students. The factor was students ever heard that sound and forget it or ever practice an

forget to produce it.

b) The Same Phonetic Features in Both Languages But Different in Their

Distributions

No Statement
number

Very
agree

Agree Netral Disagree Very
disagree

Total Total

F % F % F % F % F % % F %

I.2 Q.4 1 2.5 10 25 24 60 5 12,5 0 0 100 40 63.5
Chart 1,5 Statement 4

Very Agree, 5

Agree, 50
Netral, 37.5

Disagree, 5
Very Disagree, 2.5

Percentage Of Statement 3

Very Agree Agree Netral Disagree Very Disagree
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From the Statement number 4 the researcher got got both from table and chart,

2,5% students very agree, 25% agree, 60% netral, also 12,5% in disagree, from the table

and chart above that indicate the same symbol in both language but different in sound are

netral for students, this problems for some students were not really bothering students to

learn pronunciation, but it not close the chance it will affect the students.

c) Similar Sounds in The Two Languages, Which Have Different Variants or

‘Allophones.

No Statement
number

Very
agree

Agree Netral Disagree Very
disagree

Total Total

F % F % F % F % F % % F %

I.3

Q.5 5 12,5 16 40 15 37,5 4 10 0 0 100 40 71
Q.6 20 50 14 35 6 15 0 0 0 0 100 40 87
Q.7 8 20 15 37,5 13 32,5 4 10 0 0 100 40 73

Very Agree, 2.5

Agree, 25

Netral, 60

Disagree, 12.5
Very Disagree, 0

Percentage Of Statement 4

Very Agree Agree Netral Disagree Very Disagree
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Chart 1,6 Statement 5

From the Statement number 5 the researcher got both from table and chart, 12,5%

students very agree, 40% agree, 37,5% netral, and 10% in disagree, from the chart and

the table between 3 answer that was quite balance. That indicated variants of alophone

which have variant sounds some students get trouble with it, some fell netral with it, it

not close chance it will affect students performance in the future.

Chart 1,7 Statement 6

Very Agree, 12.5

Agree, 40
Netral, 37.5

Disagree, 10 Very Disagree, 0

Percentage Of Statement 5

Very Agree Agree Netral Disagree Very Disagree

Very Agree, 50

Agree, 35

Netral, 15

Disagree, 0 Very Disagree, 0

Percentage Of Statement 6

Very Agree Agree Netral Disagree Very Disagree
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From the Statement number 6 the researcher got both from table and chart, 50%

students very agree, 35% agree, 15% netral, and 0% in disagree, from the chart and table

above students agreed that aspirated and un-aspirated, which is not exist in mother

language can be problem for students to learn pronunciation, because it will make

students confuse cause of which word there is not exist in their mother language.

Chart 1,8 Statement 7

From the Statement number 7, the researcher got both from table and chart, 20%

students very agree, 37,5% agree, 32,5% netral, and 10% in disagree, from the chart and

table students agreed that word need stress or sylables to produce can made a problem for

students in learning process because when produce it students must produce a correct

stress or it will make different sounds.

d) Similar Sounds That’s Only Different Slightly in Their Phonetic Features.

No
Statement
number

Very
agree

Agree Netral Disagree Very
disagree

Total Total

F % F % F % F % F % % F %

I.4 Q.8 3 7,5 20 50 14 35 3 7,5 0 0 100 40 71

Very Agree, 20

Agree, 37.5

Netral, 32.5

Disagree, 10 Very Disagree, 0

Percentage Of Statement 7

Very Agree Agree Netral Disagree Very Disagree
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Q.9 3 7,5 25 62,5 7 17,5 4 10 1 2,5 100 40 72

Chart 1,9 Statement 8

From the Statement number 8, the researcher got both from table and chart, 7,5%

students very agree, 50% agree, 35% netral, and 7,5% in disagree, form the chart and

table above students agreed that word which is have same form but different sound also

can be problem for students, because it will confuse students in pronouncing it and it can

become ambigu

Chart 1,10 Statement 9

Very Agree, 7.5

Agree, 50

Netral, 35

Disagree, 7.5
Very Disagree, 0

Percentage Of Statement 8

Very Agree Agree Netral Disagree Very Disagree
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From the Statement number 9, the researcher got both from table and chart, 7,5%

students very agree, 62,5% agree, 17,5% netral, 10% in disagree, and 10% for very

disagree, form the chart and table above students agree that’s shape of lips and different

tongue can become a problem for students in producing or pronouncing some English

word specially in English fricative, because native lips and tongue already get use to it

different like indonesian students.

e) Sounds That Have The Same Qualities in Both Languages.

No Statement
number

Very
agree

Agree Netral Disagree Very
disagree

Total Total

F % F % F % F % F % % F %

I.5
Q.10 5 12,5 25 62,5 5 12,5 5 12,5 0 0 100 40 75
Q.11 10 25 20 50 4 10 6 15 0 0 100 40 77

Very Agree, 7.5

Agree, 62.5

Netral, 17.5

Disagree, 10 Very Disagree, 2.5

Percentage Of Statement 9

Very Agree Agree Netral Disagree Very Disagree
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Chart 1,11 Statement 10

From the Statement number 10, the researcher tongue 12,5% students very agree,

62,5% agree, 12,5% netral, and 12,5% in disagree, form the chart and table above

students agreed group of sounds which don’t exist in mother language in this case

English fricative also can be a problem for students in learning, why because students

need  time to get use to something they didn’t know about.

Chart 1,12 Statement 11

Very Agree, 25

Agree, 50

Netral, 10

Disagree, 15 Very Disagree, 0

Percentage Of Statement 11

Very Agree Agree Netral Disagree Very Disagree

Very Agree, 12.5

Agree, 62.5

Netral, 12.5

Disagree, 12.5 Very Disagree, 0

Percentage Of Statement 10

Very Agree Agree Netral Disagree Very Disagree
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From the Statement number 11 the researcher tongue 7,5% students very agree,

50% agree, 35% netral, and 7,5% in disagree, form the chart and table above students

agreed they were not familiar with group of sounds in this case is sounds of English

fricative which is need some treatment to produce it can be a problem for students in

learning prosses.

From the total all students answer 74,1 %, students agreed all those problems can

be problem in their learning process, it can be they obstacle to get their achievements in

learning pronounciation but also can be their motivation and knowledge where their

weaknesses, so the students can improve their ability base on what they need to improve.

B. DISCUSSION

1. The Analysis of Students Ability in Pronouncing English Fricative

From the result of test English study program students STAIN CURUP had

average score 68,13%. It means the students’ ability is still “poor” in pronouncing

English fricative, and it really concerns for seventh semester because they already at the

end of their study and still had a poor skill in pronouncing words specially in English

fricative. From test the researcher found that some student were still having difficullity in

pronouncing fricative and spell some different words with same sound. That means

students from English study programs really need lots of practice in learning and

pronouncing English fricative well, if not it will become problems for them in the future

if their not improve it from now on, because their already at the end of their study.

In the test researcher also found the students’ lack of knowledge of correct

pronunciation and the meaning of English words. The words ‘mirage’ and ‘cathedral’ for
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example. The correct pronunciation is [mɪˈrɑːʒ] for the former and for the [kəˈθiːdrəl]

latter. Most of the students did not know the meaning and the correct pronunciation of the

two words.

According to Hornby’s Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary of Current English

the complete definition of mirage is an illusion caused by hot air conditions making one

see something that is not there, especially the appearance of a sheet of water on a hot road

or in a desert. While the complete definition of cathedral according to Hornby’s Oxford

Advanced Learners Dictionary of Current English is the main church of a district under

the care of a bishop.

Second what researcher found is the students’ tendency to pronounce a word the

way it is spelled. Most of the students also unable to pronounce the preposition ‘of’

correctly. They pronounced [@f] as how it is spelled instead of [əv]. They pronounced it

the same way as when they pronounced [@f] in “far off”. Thats mean they tendency in

pronounce rather low.

The third is the students’ inability to recognize the words in a sentence readily.

Many of the students also made mistakes in pronouncing the word “desert” for example.

They unable to recognize the word and its correct pronunciation readily in the sentence.

They pronounced [dizз:t] instead of [ˈdezərt]. The former is written “dessert” with

double s. It means any sweet food eaten at the end of a meal. While “desert” is a large

area of land that has very little water and very few plants growing on it. There were only

6 students who pronounced “desert” [ˈdezərt] correctly.
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The fourth the usage of the students’ mother tongue in pronouncing English

words. As stated before that most of the eighth semester students of English Department

of STAIN CURUP. They were the second language learners. They were not expected to

pronounce an English word exactly the same as the native speaker of English.

They tended to pronounce fricative [ð] as [d] or [nd] such as the word ‘the’. They

pronounced it [dF] or [ndF] instead of [ðF]. Another example is the word ‘together’.

Many of the students pronounced the word [tugedFr] instead of [tFgeðF(r)]. Indonesian

language has the following fricatives: a voiceless labiodental [f] with no voiced

counterpart, and a voiceless blade-alveolar fricative [s] with no voiced counterpart, and a

voiceless glottal fricative [h]. Therefore, most of the students found significant

difficulties in pronouncing the phoneme [v]. For example the word ‘believes’. They

tended to pronounce the word [bFli:fs] instead of [bZli:vz].

The last is the students’ ability in joining each sound of a sequence on to the next.

There were also some students who still unable to join each sound of a sequence on to the

next. They did not pay much attention to the sentence they read. For example, they often

stumbled in pronouncing the final cluster of the phoneme [s] and [z] as in the word

‘youths’ in the sentence “The three youths walked together in June”. They often missed

the final cluster [s] in [ju:ns]. Another example is the final cluster [z] as in the sentence

“He believes that his sons deserve praise”. They often missed the final cluster [z] or

replaced it into sound [s].

2. An Analysis of The Student’s Problems in Pronouncing English Fricative
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The result of the first indicator the researcher found the student are agree with the

statement, they answered 69, 76, and 70, it’s mean that in learning pronunciation student

stumble with sound which don’t exist in mother language, hear the sound that they never

hear before, and also producing some strange sound that they never did. That indicated

those problems will effect to students when they learning pronunciation, and lecturer job

to fix this problems.

From the second indicator researcher found the answer students with the answer

them perception about produce same symbol in both language but different sound,

students get to netral answer, that indicated student in this term they not really bothering

with it, it was possible to change in the future,

The third indicator, answer from students about, variant of allophone which is

have variant of sound aspirated and un-aspirated, which is not exist in your language

sound which need to produce stressed syllables, they answered agree with those terms,

specially in apirated and un-aspirated them answred 87%, why because in bahasa their

isn’t un-aspirated, it can be first indicate students chose this become one of biggest

problem for them.

The fourth indicator, the researcher got answer about, same sound but different

word and the shape of the lips to produce sounds, the students answer 71, and 72 %, it’s

mean they are agree with the statement the same sound but different word can be problem

for students because it can make them confuse when them spell it, our lips slightly

different with native so it can also become problem to produce sound it will produce bit

different from native.
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The last indicator from the Statementer, the researcher got answer for statement

group of sounds that’s don’t exist in your language is 75% and problem with not familiar

groups of sounds is 77%, from that result that’s indicate students agree with those

problems why group sounds which don’t exist in mother language can make students

difficult to pronounce it couse they never hear it, which group of sound in this is English

fricative.

From the result above the researcher concluded that total all the statements that

students already answered 74% they agreed, that 11 statements can become  problems for

them in learning pronunciation specially in English fricative. Why, because those

problem related with all the parts of learning English pronunciation and it will effect

students’ knowledge at the future.
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

A. Conclusion

This chapter elaborates the conclusion of the research and suggestion. From the

research of learning pronunciation at STAIN Curup, the researcher concludes that:

3. The student’s ability in prouncing fricative.

The result of the analysis showed that the average students score is 68,13% which

is considered “Poor” in pronouncing English fricatives according to Tinambunan’s

Evaluation of Students’ Achievement. it means students from English study programs

realy need lots of practice in learning and pronouncing english fricative well, and it will

become a problems for them in the future if they do not improve it from now on,

becaouse they were already at the end of their study.

4. The student’s problems in pronuncing english fricative

Their lot of problems can influence student’s performance in learning english fricative

and from all of it 74,1%  student’s agreed there is 5 major problems which, first the

existence of a given sound in the target language, which is not found in the native

language, second the same phonetic features in both languages but different in their

distributions, third similar sounds in the two languages, which have different variants or

‘allophones. Fourth similar sounds that were only different slightly in their phonetic

features. Last, sounds were have the same qualities in both languages. All that problems

will take major influence for students in learning pronunciation specially in knowing how

to pronounce English fricative.
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From the test also, the researcher found some factors might influence the

students problems in pronouncing fricative are, the students’ lack of knowledge

of correct pronunciation and the meaning of English words, the students’

tendency to pronounce a word the way it is spelled. The students’ inability to

recognize the words in a sentence readily, the usage of the students’ mother

tongue in pronouncing English words, last the students’ inability in joining each

sound of a sequence to the next.

B. Sugestion

The result of the analysis of this study showed that the seventh semester

students of English Department of STAIN CURUP in the academic year

2016/2017 have a “Poor” level in pronouncing English fricatives and have a

major problems in pronouncing the fricatives /s/v/∫ /ð/z/. Based on the result of

the research, the researcher would like to give some suggestions which hopefully

will give valuable and useful contribution to the lecturer, students’, and further

research.

1). Students

The seventh semester students of English Department of STAIN CURUP in the

academic year 2016/2017 should have good self awareness in motivating

themselves to pronounce English words correctly. Reading an English book,

singing an English song, watching English movies might be helpful to improve

their English pronunciation. Besides having fun they can also learn how to
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pronounce an English word correctly by noticing and imitating how the native

speakers speak in their language.

2). Lecturer

From the result of this study, the lecture can see which part of student’s and

develop the syllabus or teaching method to more aware to that specific area, with

this result lecturer can also become more flexible in delivering English fricative

theory that maybe can push student ability even further and also can make their

more interest in learning pronounciation and improve their ability.

3). Further Research

For Further Research has to make the other research which is better than

this one. This research can be used as the related finding if it is important.

And also can find more option to resolve the problems in pronounciation.

And make a batter chance to improve student’s ability specially in

English Study Program in STAIN CURUP.
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Appendix 1

The Instrument the Study

Table 1.1 Test text. Read the following sentences loudly and clearly!

No Test

1 A mirage is an illusion usually in a desert.

2 Calmly father parked the car in the garage

3 Charles is so ashamed to show the shape of his shoulder.

4 They wear the jackets in the bad weather.

5 You should have the wolves by hook or by crook

6 Show Sue how to sew and wash shirts.

7 The thief thought of going through north or through south

8 You can save enough money safely in a bank.

9 With chain matches the watch on the chair.

10 Though the three youths walked through together in June.

11 He believes that his sons deserve praise.

12 Pleasure can’t be measure like treasure.

13 Enchanting with the children’s singing is such a pleasure.

14 The question is how the child has a chance to chomp on a bar of

chocolate leisurely on that chair.
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15 This major enjoyed the joke of the sergeants.

16 Her decision to leave the division is usual.

17 Swarms of bees buzz among the leaves.

18 Jack enjoyed eating oranges in a Jacuzzi in Japan.

19 Ruth Smith walked through the cathedral.

20 John joins the agent joyfully.

21 She is no longer in the first flush of youth.

22 The camouflage hinders the seizure of the closure

23 This shoe brush is sold in a shop.

24 Very few doves have flown to far off countries.
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Appendix 2

Table 2.1 Closed-ended Questionaire

Student perseption about pronuncing English Fricative

No Indicator Sub indicator Statements
Very
agree

Agree Netral Disagree Very
disagree

1 the
existence of
a given
sound in the
target
language,
which is not
found in the
native
language

4. Native
language
does not
have certain
sound in
target
language

5. Student
never heard
such sound
before

6. Student are
not familiar
with or feel
those sounds
strange

15. Did
you have
some
problem
becouse
of some
sound
didn’t
exist in
your
language

16. Did
you have
some
problem
producin
g sound
you
never
hear
before

17. Did
you have
problem
with not
familiar
ot strange
sounds

2 the same
phonetic
features in

2. Sound which
have same
phonetic

2. Did you
have
problem
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both
languages
but differ in
their
distributions

symbol in
both
languages
but differ in
their
distribution

in
produce
same
symbol
in both
langguag
e but
different
sound

3 similar
sounds in
the two
languages,
which have
different
variants or
‘allophones

4. An allophone
is a
conditioned
variant of a
significant
group of
sounds

5. The variant
is only un-
aspirated

6. problem to
pronounce
such sounds
in English
when they
occur in
stressed
syllables

4. are you
touble
with
variant of
allophon
e which
is have
variant of
sound

5. are you
trouble
with
aspirated
and un-
aspirated,
which is
not exist
in your
language

6. are you
trouble
with
sound
which
need to
produce
stressed
syllables

4 similar
sounds thats
only differ
slightly in

their

3. Simlar
sounds in
the two
languages

4. The sahape

3. Did you
have
problem
with same
sound but
diferent
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phonetic
features.

lips are not
same as
native to
produce
such sound

word
4. Are you

truble
whit your
lips to
produce
such of
sound

5 Sounds that
have the

same
qualities in

both
languages

4. learning
problem if
they occur
in a cluster
or sequence
of sounds

5. clusters
rarely exist
or they are
used
inconsistent
ly

6. Indonesian
learners are
not really
familiar
enough
with
clusters.

3. Do you
have
problem
s in
group of
sounds
thats
don’t
exist in
your
languag
e

4. Do you
have
problem
with not
familiar
groups
of
sounds.
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