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ABSTRACT 

 

Yeni Rahayu, 2022: “An Analysis English Departement Student On  

 Coherence In Paragraph Writing” 

Advisor     : Bayu Senjahari, M.Pd. M. Ed 

Co-Advisor    : Dr. Paidi Gusmuliana, M.Pd 

 

 Writing is one of the skill subjects that are learnt by the students in the third 

semester until fifth semester. A paragraph is coherent when the sentences are woven 

together in such a way that our reader can move easily from one sentence to the next 

and read the paragraph as an integrated whole. A coherence paragraph contains 

sentences that are logically arranged and flow smoothly. The purpose of this 

research is to find out the ability English Departement Student on coherence in 

paragraph writing. This study applied quantitative method because it focuses on 

score and percentage of data collection. The research focused on 32-paragraph essays 

prepared by English Education Department students in the 4th and 6th semesters at 

IAIN Curup in the academic year 2021–2022. This instrument was a writing test, 

according to the researcher. The findings of this research indicate that the score of 

English Departement Student ability on coherence was (73,56%). It can be 

categorized into good categorized. The English Departement Student applied 

repetition key nouns as much as 90 (25.2%), consistent pronoun as much as 36 

(10.1%), transition signals as much as 201 (56.3%), and arrange logical order as 

much as 30 (8.4%) The transition signal is the dominant aspect applied by English 

Departement Student on coherence in paragraph writing.   
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. BACKGROUND 

  English is the most widely spoken language in the world. Nowadays, 

the use of English is increasingly widespread because due to the revolution in 

the business environment, ongoing technological advances such as the internet 

and other businesses.
1
 Quirk et al.'s also stated that English is certainly the most 

widely spoken language in the world. English is the most important language in 

the world.
2
 It was because English is the most important language for 

communication including in intercultural communication. The use of English 

language in the world has different term for each countries. As in Indonesia, 

English language is called English as a foreign language. English as a foreign 

language is a language typically taught in situations where the social and 

academic language is not English. It means that although Indonesians speak 

Indonesian daily, students also learn English in addition to Indonesian at school. 

They learn English as a third language, and so on. 

  Writing is one of the most important cultural achievements of 

minkinds. It's a way for people to connect with each other, as well as to discuss 

the writer ideas and the emotional expressions.Writing is a form of effort that 

involves transferring oral language into written language and demonstrating 

language proficiency. Writing is used for a wide variety of purposes, and it is 

                                                             
1
 Zuhour bani younes and fatima salamh albalawi, “Exploring the most common types of 

writing problems among english language and translation major sophomore female students‟ in tabuk 

university, (saudi arabia: ELC, Vol. 3, No. 2) asian journal of basic and appliede and science, p.7 
2
 Quirk,dkk, A comprehensive grammar of the english language, (London: t.p, 1985) p.2 



2 
 

 
 

created in many different forms that convey their knowledge, ideas written 

abased on grammar and vocabulary, Harmer says. It can be said that, writing is 

one away to express ideas, feeling, and experience in certain time and situation 

thought written form which had grammatical rule. Furthermore, writing was 

used to demonstrate that the writer had learned a certain grammatical rule and 

had a clear understanding of the subject matter. 

  In writing a paragraph is a unit of writing in a body of work. A 

paragraph is a collection of related sentences that work together to express or 

develop an idea. A paragraph is a series of sentences that develope a topic. The 

paragraph is the basic unit of composition. It consists of a group of related 

sentences that develop one main idea. It has three main sections; introduction, 

paragraph content and  conclusion. In other words, it has a topic sentence, some 

supporting sentences, and a concluding sentence. The topic sentence states the 

main idea of the paragraph. This not only mentions the topic of the paragraph, 

but it also limits the topic to one or two areas that can be fully covered in the 

space of one paragraph. The specific area is called the controlling idea. Notice 

how the model topic sentence states the topic and the controlling idea.
3
 

  In spite of the fact that understanding how to write a paragraph is 

crucial, english department students often have difficulties in this area, making 

learning difficult. First off, an english department student's lack of ideas can 

affect their ability to write fluently. Second, english department students struggle 

to organize their thoughts since they are unsure of how to make their writing 

                                                             
3
 Alice Oshima and Ann Hogue, “ Writing Academic English Third Edition” (Bank Street, 

Longman: 1991 ) 
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coherent and cohesive. Thirdly, the paucity of vocabulary makes it challenging 

to translate Indonesian into English. Last but not least, english department 

students find it challenging to write on their own; as a result, they are unable to 

collaborate and offer one another support. According to the issue mentioned 

above, the primary challenge that students encounter when writing a paragraph 

is a lack of ideas.
4
 Based on the problem above, that lack of ideas is the main 

problem that is faced by the students in writing paragraph. Every paragraph in 

writing needs ideas to develop it. The reader can comprehend the key points of a 

text if the concepts are organized.   

  A good writing requires unity, coherence, cohesive and adequate 

development, with coherence as the most important factor.
5
 The structuring of 

discourse in which components fit is referred to as coherence. When the 

sentences in a paragraph are interwoven in such a way that the reader can easily 

move from one to the next and read the paragraph as a whole, the paragraph is 

coherent. When the sentences are linked together like links in a chain and are 

placed in a clear, logical order, the paragraph remains coherent. Sentences that 

flow naturally and logically build up a coherent paragraph. Three techniques, 

referred to as cohesive elements, are used to link sentences together. These 

techniques include using important phrases repeatedly, reference words (words 

that refer to other terms), and transition words (a word that acts a bridge between 

sentences). 

                                                             
4
 Ivony Septia Ningsih, Research Based Writing As A Technique In Writing paragraph To 

Senior High School. Journal of English Language Teaching, Vol. 1 No. 2, September 2013, Serie A 
5
 Almaden, Daisy. 2006. An analysis of the Topical Structure of Paragraphs Written by 

Filipino Students. The Asia-Pacific Education Research, 15(1), December. p. 127-153. 



4 
 

 
 

  Coherence important to analyze because factor that demonstrates how 

the concepts in a text are connected is coherence. The text's ideas are related to 

one another through coherence.
6
 There are four strategies to achieve coherence: 

using key nouns repeatedly, using consistent pronouns, using a transition signal 

to indicate the relationship between concepts, and using logical order.
7
 In order 

to connect the concepts in the text, coherence is employed. Readers can follow 

the progressions of ideas and points when writing is coherent. 

  Writing is one of the skill disciplines that students acquire from the 

third semester through the fifth semester in the English Education Department at 

IAIN Curup. Writing, however, is a difficult task for the IAIN Curup students 

enrolled in the English education study program. Additionally, the researcher 

learned from an interview with an English lecturer at IAIN Curup's English 

department, that some students are aware that a paragraph should contain its 

major point. However, several students could not understand that. The students 

genuinely had solid writing concepts, but they still struggled to put them into 

coherent phrases. Because they paid less attention to how to construct effective 

sentences, their writing frequently lacks coherence. This study specifically aims 

to examine the coherence of the text generated by english department students in 

2021–2022. 

  Finally, In considering the data provided above, the researcher wants 

to evaluate students' written paragraphs. The researcher would like to carry out 

                                                             
6
 Sri Wuli Fitriati & Fadhila Yonata, Examining Text Coherence in Graduate Students of 

English ArgumentativeWriting: Case Study, Arab World English Journal (AWEJ) Volume .8. 

Number . 3 September 2017, Pp. 251-264 
7
 Alice Oshima and Ann Hogue, Writing Academic English 4th Edition, (White Plains, NY: 

Pearson/Longman, 2006), p.22 
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the research titled “An analysis english department students on coherence in 

paragraph writing” 

B. Research Problem 

The problems of this research are :  

1. What is the ability of english department students on coherence in their 

paragraph writing? 

2. What type of coherence are dominantly applied by english department 

students in paragraph writing? 

C. Objective of the Study 

The objectives study of this study are :  

1. To investigating the ability of english department students on coherence in 

their paragraph  writing. 

2. To investigating type of coherence are dominantly applied by english 

department students in paragraph writing. 

D. Scope and Limitation 

The following things about the study are limited:  

  The study's investigation of paragraph coherence in the fourth and 

sixth semesters of IAIN Curup in 2021/2022 was its main focus. 

E. Significance of the Research 

  The study anticipates that its findings will benefit not just other 

researchers but also English lectures and students. 
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1. Theoretically  

To provide the students‟ some information about coherence especially in writing 

report text. 

2. Practically  

a. The other researchers; it might spark interest and enthusiasm of other 

researchers in how this issue could be approach from a different point of view. 

b. The English lectuter; this research telling the lecture how far the learners have 

progress, and providing insights on how to help students become aware of 

elements of coherence in writing. 

c. For students; the students can understand and know what coherence is, this 

study also can improve their English skill especially in writing. 

F. Definition of Key Term 

  There are several definitions of the key term in this study. Those are, 

Paragraph writing, Coherence. 

1. Writing is the way to express ideas in written from using letters, words, art or 

media, and it requires mental process in order to express the ideas.
8
 A paragraph 

is a group of related statement that a writer develops about a subject.
9
 A topic 

sentence, supporting phrases sentences, a conclusion sentence, unity, and 

coherence are some of the essential elements of a paragraph 

                                                             
8
 Uusen, A. 2009. Changing teachers‟ attitude towards writing, teaching of writing and assessment of 

writing 
9
 Oshima and Hogue. 2007. Introduction to academic writing. New longman 



7 
 

 
 

2. The ideas that are arranged in clear and logic way are coherent. When a text is 

unified and coherent, the readers will easily follow and understand the main 

point.
10

  

3. Parapraph  is a unit of writing that represents a single main idea and is made 

up of two different types of sentences: a theme sentence and several supporting 

statements.  

G. Organization of the Study  

  The objective of the thesis' arrangement is to make it easier to 

understand. The five chapters that compose this thesis are as follows: 

CHAPTER I : This chapter discuss about, introduction it contains of background 

of the study, research problem, objective of the study, scope and limitation, 

significant of the study, definition of key term and organization of the study. 

CHAPTER II : This chapter discuss about review of related literature that covers 

the theory of writing, writing ability, the purpose of writing, components of 

writing, paragraph writing, definition of paragraph, structure of paragraph, 

definition of coherence. 

CHAPTER III : This chapter covers research design, population and sample, 

research instrument, technique of collecting data, technique for data analysis. 

CHAPTER IV  : Finding and Discussion 

CHAPTER V : This chapter entitled the conclussion and suggestion 

 

                                                             
10

 Dorothy E Zemach – Lisa A Rumisek. Academic writing from paragraph to essay. 

MCMillan:MCMillan education, 2005. P.86 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

A. Concept of Writing  

1. Definition of Writing 

Writing is a way to communicate ideas and thoughts. According to 

Nunan, writing is mental work to find ideas, think about how to express them 

and organize them into statements and paragraphs that will be clear to the 

reader.
11

 In short, Writing is the practice of interacting with readers through 

written language.  

Good writing is a significant cognitive challenge since it puts our 

memory, language, and reasoning skills to the test. A writer will have a lot of 

information, ideas, and thoughts when they want to write something, so they 

can convey it in a sentence, paragraph, or essay. As long as you have the 

motivation and tools to get it done, writing can be enjoyable. Additionally, 

the primary function of composition is writing. The writing must be 

organized and precise. It is necessary to have knowledge of or training in 

effective writing or composing. Writing begins with an idea in the mind that 

is subsequently revealed and expressed in written language by the individual 

who possesses the idea. According to Brown, writing is a thought process 

because writing is a process of putting ideas down on paper to transform 

                                                             
11

 David Nunan, Practical English Language Teaching, (Singapore: Mc Graw Hill Company, 

2003), p. 88 
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thought into words and give them structured and coherence organization.
12

 

Writing is therefore a method used to convey and clarify ideas by putting 

certain thoughts into meaningful writing. 

In accordance with the previous statement, students must understand 

that writing is one of the important English language abilities. Everybody can 

express their feelings through writing, which is a special combination of 

thinking and activity. Furthermore, writing is a very powerful tool since it 

makes it simpler for individuals to communicate with one another, regardless 

of how they feel. By employing a strong sentence or paragraph, appropriate 

syntax, idiom, and spelling, people can communicate their desired or 

unpleasant feelings to others in a more courteous manner. 

2. The Purpose of Writing 

  The researcher wants to communicate ideas to the reader through their 

writing. Grenville asserts that there are three goals for writing: to entertain, to 

inform, and to persuade.
13

 

a. To entertain 

  Imaginative or creative writing is typically the type of writing done to 

entertain. In other words, the writer must exercise inventiveness. Instead of 

making the readers laugh, it should make them feel something. 

                                                             
12

 H. Douglas Brown, Teaching by Principles: An Interactive Approach to 

LanguagePedagogy (2nd edition), (New York: Longman, 2001), p. 336 
13

 Kate Grenville, Writing from Start to Finish: A Six Step Guides, (Australia: Allen  

and Unwin. 2001), p.1-2 
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b. To inform 

  The goal of writing to inform is to inform the reader of something. 

This kind of writing might concentrate on people, things, processes, and 

events. This is seen in news articles, scientific or corporate reports, how-to 

guides, and school and university writings. 

c. To Persuade 

  In order for readers to adopt the writer's ideas and take action on 

them, the writer must persuade them that their point of view is true by 

providing relevant facts and data.  

  The goal of writing is to communicate all of thoughts and ideas, to 

amuse the audience, to inform the audience, to urge the audience to act, and 

to produce a literary work. Writing is primarily done for communication. 

3. Components of Writing 

  There are some aspects of writing that require attention. There are five 

things to think about when writing.
14

 

a. Content  

Content is the process by which a writer creates an idea linked to a subject. 

b. Organizing idea  

Ideas are the most crucial component of writing since without them, no one 

can produce significant writing. 

                                                             
14

 J.B. Heaton, Writing English Language Test, (New York: Longman, 1988),p.135 
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c. Vocabulary  

All the words that can be employed in writing are included in one's 

vocabulary. Many terms used in writing do not frequently exist in speech, and 

authors typically only employ a small number of words when expressing 

themselves. 

d. Language use  

In order to write effectively, it is crucial to use language. The writing material 

must be organized logically, the verb tenses used must be correct, and the 

sentences must be clear and concise. 

e. Mechanics 

Capitalization (particularly at the start of phrases), punctuation 

(comma, stop, colon, or semicolon), and spelling are possible examples of 

this (notably for more than one misspelling of some words). 

The aforementioned statement leads to the conclusion that writing is 

more than just putting words together to make sentences. When people write, 

they also need to organize some interesting things, such as experiences or 

ideas, in written form by making effective use of elements like content, 

organization, vocabulary, grammar, and mechanics. 

B. Paragraph writing  

This study's major goal is to articulate viewpoints at the paragraph level. 

As a result, composing and structuring paragraphs are crucial. Writing, on the 
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other hand, creates larger units from smaller ones; in other words, writers 

employ words to create sentences, phrases to create paragraphs, and paragraphs 

to create compositions like letters, reports, and college themes. According to 

Rajatanun, a paragraph is a unit of writing that represents a single main idea and 

is made up of two different types of sentences: a theme sentence and several 

supporting statements.  

A topic sentence, supporting phrases, sentences, details, logical 

sequence, logical connectors, a conclusion sentence, unity, and coherence are 

some of the essential elements of a paragraph, according to O'Donnell and Paiva. 

Using terms that show how the concepts relate to one another, such as 

transitional phrases or connecting verbs, the paragraph's ideas must be presented 

in a logical order (chronological, causal, etc.). A final sentence that presents the 

primary idea in a new way may be used in a paragraph. Reid claims that the final 

sentence summarizes the content, presents a solution to the issue, foresees a 

circumstance, gives a suggestion, or draws a conclusion. 

1. Structure of a Paragraph  

 We must express our message in clearly organized paragraphs if we 

want the reader to understand it. Selecting a topic is the first and most 

important stage in writing a paragraph. Writing a topic phrase and 

supporting details about the issue is the second phase. The following stage is 

to use facts, evidence, examples, etc. to develop those details into 

supporting sentences. Writing the final manuscript and making any 

necessary revisions is the last step.  
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 Sentences make up paragraphs, but they are not just any sentences. A 

paragraph is a collection of sentences with one main idea. Focusing on one 

key concept is, in reality, the main guideline for creating paragraphs. A 

well-written paragraph takes the reader down a straight path with no turns. 

The riders may infer or rearrange the activity's sequence as described in this 

paragraph, or the activity may be explicitly sequenced so that it is evident 

what happens first, second, third, and so on.
15

 

Three major sections help compensate an English paragraph. A 

strong paragraph should have a main sentence, a sentence that supports it, 

and a phrase that sums it all up. The primary point of the paragraph is stated 

in the topic sentence. It not only identifies the subject of the paragraph but 

also restricts it to one or two parts that can be fully explained in a single 

paragraph. The controlling idea refers to the particular location. 

a. Topic sentence  

 The beginning sentence of a body paragraph serves as the topic 

sentence. To put it simply, the topic phrase introduces the paragraph's 

subject. A good topic sentence will be broad enough to allow for explication 

but narrow enough that it does not require a paragraph that is too long.
16

 

Topic sentence is the most important sentence in a paragraph. Based on 

Alice Oshima Ann Hogue, “topic sentence has two parts: a topic and 

                                                             
15

 Alice Oshima, and Ann Hogue “Writing Academic English Fourth Edition” (BankStreet.  

Longman: 1991). 
16

Alice Oshima and Ann Hogue, Introduction to Academic Writing Third Edition, P. 3 
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controlling idea”.
17

 The topic identifies the paragraph's subject. The 

controlling idea indicates what will be said about the subject in the 

paragraph. It is referred to as the governing notion because it restricts or 

confines the topic to one or more very definite points.  

 The remainder of the writing will flow easily if your topic phrases are 

strong. Follow these steps to create a great topic sentence: 

1) State a main idea clearly  

 Given that the topic phrase is most frequently the first sentence in the 

paragraph, it must simply and simply describe the topic of the paragraph. It 

must have a subject, a viewpoint, or your main idea. Remember that this is 

not merely a request to announce a topic. (Today I'm going to discuss the 

benefits of gardening) is not an effective topic sentence. Without openly 

stating our intentions, we ought to be able to convey them. This example's 

topic sentence gives a clear direction (health benefits of gardening) that you 

might further discuss in your paragraph. We must make it apparent where 

each paragraph is headed and offer a topic and a viewpoint.  

2) Balance the topic sentence between specifics and general ideas  

 The topic sentence should connect the paragraph to the essay's 

argument. The balance between the broad and the specific in our topic 

sentence must be carefully considered. If we write something that is too 

general or imprecise, it will never be possible to discuss it in a single 

                                                             
17

 How to Write a Good Topic Sentence (with Sample Topic Sentences) 

<http://www.wikihow.com/Write-a-Good-Topic-Sentence> [accessed 13 July 2021]. 
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paragraph. This is overly broad: The United States suffered a lot during the 

Civil War. Don't make a comment that is overly specific. Considering that 

that is probably true, there isn't much to say. It's too constrained: Christmas 

trees are either cedars or first. Instead, seek for balancing: Sherman‟s 

destruction in the South during the Civil War also caused incredible 

suffering. This is wide enough to link to the essay's overarching theme, but 

not so specific that there isn't anything else to discuss. Usually, the first 

sentence of a paragraph contains the topic sentence. However, it may also 

be in the final paragraph. Readers can anticipate what they will read by 

reading a topic sentence at the beginning of the paragraph. This makes the 

text easier for them to understand. 

b. Supporting Sentence  

 A paragraph's supporting sentences are those that come before and 

after the topic sentence. The topic sentence is (supported) by the 

coordinating sentences. In other words, they clarify and elucidate the 

paragraph's point.
18

 More details regarding the topic are provided in 

supporting sentences to further clarify it. According to Regina L. Smalley, 

the information you used to generate the opinion you presented in your topic 

sentence is supported.
19

 

 

 

                                                             
18

Ibid p.74 
19

Ibid p.74 
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Example:  

Owning a small car has several advantages. First, a small car is easier to 

park. Second, economical BBM 

 The sentence (First a small car is easier to park. Second economical 

BBM) is called supporting sentence. Because it provides more details on the 

subject (Owning a small car has several advantages).  

c. Concluding Sentence  

 A statement that summarizes the main idea serves as the conclusion. 

according to Alice Oshima According to Ana Hogue, the final sentence 

marks the conclusion of the paragraph and serves to reaffirm the main 

theme.
20

 Based on the guidelines in Alice Oshima Ann Hogue's book 

Introduction to Academic Writing, there are a few ways to develop a good 

concluding, they are: 

1) Start with a signal for the conclusion. Most conclusion signals are 

followed by commas, but some are not: 

Table 2.1 

Conclussion signals 

Followed by comma No comma 

1. All in all, 

2. In brief, 

3. In conclusion, 

1. It is clear that......... 

2. These examples show that…. 

3. You can see that ….. 

                                                             
20
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17 
 

 
 

4. Indeed,  

5. In short, 

6. In summary, 

7. To conclude, 

8. To summarize, 

9. Finally, 

10. As a result, 

11. Thus,  

12. Therefore,  

4. These examples show that …… 

5. There can be no doubt that ……. 

6. The evidence suggest that …….. 

 

2) Remind the reader of the main idea by one of the following methods.  

a) Repeat the idea in the topic sentence in different words. Do not 

just copy the topic sentence. Example:  

“Successful bidding on eBay requires patience and strategy”. 

b) In conclusion, wait patiently and place your bid with precision 

timing and you will be the winning bidder every time.  

c) Summarize the main points of the paragraph.  

d) In conclusion, follow the steps I have outlined, and you will be the 

winning  

e) Never end the paragraph by introduction a new idea.
21

 

 

C. Coherence 

1. Definition of coherence 

 A paragraph must also have coherence. This means that the 

supporting details are organized so that information that goes together 
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appears together.
22

 In order to express the supporting information in a 

paragraph cogently, writers frequently use time or importance.  

Coherence is one element that should be present inside a good 

paragraph. Coherence refers to how well each sentence in a paragraph 

flowed into the next. It may be related to pronoun usage, repetition of words 

and phrases, and transitional words and phrases. Additionally known as 

signal words, transitional words and phrases guide the reader through the 

sentences and paragraphs. Pronouns are helpful, but writers must understand 

how to use them correctly to avoid ambiguity and guarantee coherence.
23

 

Nouns that have been mentioned once or more can be swapped out with 

pronouns. In order to establish coherence, the repetition of terms is 

employed to emphasize the keywords that are connected to the main theme. 

It is necessary to structure a paragraph in a logical order in order to create 

coherences. Each point in a paragraph needs to be connected to the point 

before it and the point after it in logical order.  

Coherence means clear and reasonable connection between parts and 

all the parts in a sentence is connected in smooth and logical order.
24

 With 

its conformity to grammar rules and use, a coherent sentence is simple to 

grasp and free of ambiguity. It is crucial to prevent unclear language and 

misunderstandings when writing. 
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23
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According to the description given above, coherence is the logical 

transition that enables readers to flow fluidly between ideas. If a sentence is 

coherent, it signifies that it follows a single theme sentence in a paragraph 

and is logical and clear. 

2. General Concept of Coherence 

 The important step in understanding the idea of coherence is to give 

the definition of coherence as indicated above. The degree to which a piece 

of writing is considered to hang or link together to form an integrated whole 

rather than being a collection of disconnected sentences is referred to as 

coherence. 

Bain started by looking at the idea of coherence in relation to the 

concept of a paragraph. He defines paragraph as a collection or series of 

sentences with unity of purpose or with comparative closeness of 

relationship.
25

 According to McCrimmon, who concurs with Bain's assertion 

concerning coherence, a cohesive paragraph comprises sentences that are 

interwoven with or flow into one another. He argues that if a paragraph is 

coherent, the reader moves easily from one sentence into the next without 

feeling that there are gaps in thought, puzzling gaps, or point out made.
26

 

These criteria lead to the conclusion that coherence helps the learn to be 

able the text's subject matter and encourages them to keep reading because 

there is no misunderstanding about what the text is about. 

                                                             
25
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26
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3. The Ways to Achieve Coherence in Writing 

 Oshima and Hogue assert that there are four ways to achieve 

coherence, including the use of transition signals, consistent pronouns, 

keyword repetition, and logically arranging the concepts. These aspects 

must all be present in order to achieve coherence. The following will 

explain their components: 

1) Using Repetition of Key noun 

a) Definition of Repetition of Key noun 

  Repeating key noun or phrases helps connect and focus ideas 

throughout the essay.
27

 Repeating an idea is the same as repeating a key 

term. By reminding the reader of the main point, repetition of an idea 

can both assist the writer write coherently and the reader maintain 

focus. 

b) They ways to use Repetition of Key noun 

In this case, the writer can also use synonyms, expressions, or 

other terms to add variety in the writing but must remain the same in 

meaning.
28

 In other words, it is acceptable so long as it does not alter 

the topic or the meaning of the paragraph. Additionally, repetition 

aids in maintaining the reader's attention and progress. In this section, 
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21 
 

 
 

there are no definite rules about how often to repeat key nouns 

(keywords) or when to replace the pronouns.
29

 It should repeat of key 

nouns instead of using a pronoun when the meaning is not clear. 

Look the example paragraph on "gold" to see how this strategy 

is used to make the sentences flow more naturally. Gold is the main 

noun in this sentence. 

Model paragraph with coherence 

 “Gold a precious metal, is prized for two important characteristic. 

First of all gold has a listrous beauty that is resistant to corrosion. 

Therefore it is suitable for jewelry. Coins, and ornamental purpose. Gold 

never needs to be polished and will remain beautiful forever. For 

example, a macedonian coin remains as untarnished today is the day it 

was made 25 centuries ago. Another important characteristic of gold is it 

usefulness to industry and science. For many years, it has been used in the 

hundreds of industrial applications, such as photography and dentistry. 

The most recent use of gold is astronouts suits. Astronauts wear gold-

plated head shields for protection when they go outside spaceship in a 

space. In conclusion, gold it treassured not only for its beauty but also its 

for utility.” 

 

Alice oshima, Ann Hogue_4th ed writing Academic English  
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 Alice Oshima – Ann Hogue. Writing Academic English. (California: Addison Wesley 
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The word gold, the pronouns (it and its) were all circled seven 

times in the text. He should not have circled the word (it) in sentence 

5 because the phrase relates to a coin, not gold. 

When to substitute pronouns for important nouns and how 

frequently to do so are not set in stone. When the meaning is unclear, 

the writer should repeat important nouns rather than employing 

pronouns. 

The word gold has been changed to pronouns in the 

subsequent paragraph, making the paragraph less coherent. 

Model paragraph without coherence 

 “Gold a precious metal, is prized for two important 

characteristic. First of all it has a listrous beauty that is resistant to 

corrosion. Therefore it is suitable for jewelry. Coins, and 

ornamental purpose. It never needs to be polished and will remain 

beautiful forever. For example, a macedonian coin remains as 

untarnished today is the day it was made 25 centuries ago. Another 

of its important characteristic of gold is it usefulness to industry 

and science. For many years, it has been used in the hundreds of 

industrial applications, such as photography and dentistry. Its most 

recent use of gold is astronouts suits. Astronauts wear gold-

plated head shields for protection when they go outside spaceship 

in a space. In conclusion, it treassured not only for its beauty but 

also its for utility.” 

 

Alice oshima, Ann Hogue_4th ed writing Academic English  
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2) Using Consistent Pronouns 

a) Definition of Pronoun 

A term that replaces a noun in a sentence is referred to as a 

pronoun. In order to help the reader navigate a paragraph, 

pronouns are words that rename nouns and noun phrases that 

might link one sentence to the next. Pronouns like (he, she, it, 

they, we, you, that, this, who, and which) are frequently used in 

English. Pronoun usage gives sentences some variation. It implies 

that the same noun need not be used repeatedly in the text. 

Additionally, correctly utilizing pronouns entails making it 

obvious to whom the pronoun refers.  

b) The Way to use Pronoun in Writing 

Pronouns are helpful in a variety of ways, but the 

writer needs to know how to use them correctly to prevent 

confusion and guarantee coherence. Pronouns, which can be 

used to replace nouns that have already been mentioned once 

or more, can help the writer avoid monotonously repeating the 

same noun. Pronouns can also aid readers in identifying 

crucial sentence components. If there are verbal clues for the 

readers to follow, like as pronouns and transitions, they can 

connect the information in the paragraph to trace a coherent 
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progression of thoughts. Keep in mind who or what you are 

writing about when using pronouns.   

Pronouns should be used consistently throughout a 

paragraph, with the same person and number. To avoid 

confusion about who or what the subject is, the author cannot 

switch from (you to her or she (change person) or from he to 

them (change number)). 

3) Using transition signals 

a) Definition of Transition Signals 

In paragraphs, transitions are the words or phrases that link 

one concept to the next. It serves to clarify to readers the 

connection between the main idea and the subsequent idea. 

Transitional phrases lend cohesion to a paragraph and highlight 

writing abilities. Transitions indicate how the main idea and the 

supporting ideas relate to one another inside a paragraph (or 

within a sentence).
30

 

Although they can sometimes appear in the middle or 

conclusion of phrases, transition signals are typically used at the 

beginning of sentences. Commas are always used to distinguish it 

from the rest of the phrase. Additionally, not every phrase in a 
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paragraph needs to employ a transition word, but effective use of 

transition words will make the relationship between the concepts 

in writing plain and logical. 

b) Types of Transition Signals 

The following are the several sorts of transition signals 

that are offered for general usage by the transition signals' 

function: 

Table 2. 1 

Kinds of Transition Signals for General Use 

 

To Show addition further,furthermore, in addition, moreover, 

afterwards, net, too, first, second, above all, 

and, also, besides, etc. 

To give example in fact, specifically, occasionally, usually, 

frequently, mainly, significantly, indeed, first 

of all, for example, for instance, toillustrate, etc 

To campare at the same time, like, in the same way, also, in 

the same manner, similarly,likewise, etc. 

To contrast on the other hand, in contrast, nevertheless, 

still,unfortunately, but, however, even though, 

on the contrary, although, yet, conversely, 

nonetheless, notwithstanding etc. 

To summarize or conclude in other words, in short, in summary, in 

conclusion, to sum up, that is, therefore, etc. 
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To show time then, when, while, afterwards, simultaneously, 

immediately, earlier, after, as, before, next, 

during, later, finally, meanwhile, presently, 

formally, now, after a while, in the past, last, 

etc. 

To show place or direction the left, among, here, there,underneath, on top 

of, next to, behind, above, below, beyond, 

farther on,nearby, opposite, close, between, to, 

etc. 

To indicate logical 

relationship 

if, so, therefore, consequently, thus, as a result, 

for this reason, since, etc. 

To show cause or reason because, since, for, etc. 

To indicate result Therefore, as a consequence, then, thus, so, 

hence, for that reason, consequently, as a 

result, etc 

To show concession certainly, I admit, naturally, after all, 

admittedly, I concede No doubt, doubtless, 

doubtlessly, surely, granted that, certainly, I 

admit, naturally, after all, admittedly, I 

concede, one must concede, etc. 

To show repetition Again, as has pointed out, as I have, as I have 

pointed out, mentioned, to repeat, recapitulate, 

in other words, once again, in fact, indeed, etc. 
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The following transitional signals are used to illustrate how 

one thought relates to the following idea. Because each transition 

signal serves a different purpose, the writer must be careful when 

choosing which one to employ to connect the ideas. For instance, if 

the author wishes to demonstrate a different viewpoint, they may use 

on the other hand, on the contrary, or another phrase. They forbid 

using in the same way or at the same time since it suggests making a 

comparison. To fit from one notion to another idea, it should be used 

appropriately and for the appropriate purpose. 

4) Using the Logical Order 

Putting the sentences in some sort of logical order is a fourth 

approach to establish coherence in addition to the usage of transitional 

words and repetition of important nouns and pronouns. The key thing 

to keep in mind is to arrange the thoughts in a way that makes sense to 

a reader who is familiar with English writing style. 

Chronological order, logical idea division, and 

comparison/contrast are a few examples of logical order that are 

frequently used in English. Following are some examples of logical 

order in English: 

a) Chronological order is order by time-a sequence of events 

or steps in a process. For example: after the car broke, while 
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we wanted to continue toward town, it was at that moment, 

etc. 

b) Logical division of ideas, a topic is divided into parts, and 

each part is discussed separately. 

c) A comparison/contrast paragraph, the similarities and/or 

differences between two or more items are discussed. 

Making a paragraph more chronologically oriented is crucial 

for the writer because it might make organizing the ideas easier. It is 

also necessary to make the text less ambiguous. 

D. Related Findings 

Before beginning the investigation, the researcher evaluates a number of 

relevant previous researches. There has been various previous research into the 

coherence of paragraphs conducted by various researchers. 

First, the research conducted by Wachida who studied coherence analysis 

entitled an analysis the cohesion and coherence in students‟ writing texts. The 

results showed: From the total number of occurrences in 30 of the students' 

explanation writings, there were 940 instances of coherence. The ability of the 

students to produce coherent texts in their writing is quite good. The similarity 

between researcher wachida is analysis coherence, the differences beween 

researcher wachida is object.  

Second, in their essay titled "Analysis of Coherence in the Background 

of Graduating Paper," Astuti, Suryani, and Kurniati address coherence. This 
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study's examination of the data differs slightly from that of the scholars 

mentioned above since it used thematic analysis and thematic progression. The 

study's findings show that (1) unmarked-topical themes are the most common 

type of theme, (2) only 8 of the 55 paragraphs in the graduating paper's seven 

backdrops have a consistent sort of thematic progression, and (3) the lack of 

coherence is evident throughout all seven backgrounds. The similarity between 

researcher Astuti, Suryani, and Kurniati is analysis coherence, the differences 

beween researcher Astuti, Suryani, and Kurniati are focus on Analysis of 

Coherence in the Background of Graduating Paper but the researcher on an 

analysis english department students on coherence in paragraph writing. 

Third, research was conducted by fengjie, xiuying and chuanze (2014) 

Analysis of the problems of coherence in college English writing.  The method 

of research is qualitative research, this essay will mainly focus on the analysis of 

the syntactical problem on coherence in college English writing, then explore the 

main reasons for the problem in students' writing to help them improve their 

English writing, the corpus for  this essay was collected from the 18 students of 

one experimental class in Tianjin University of finance and economics in China.  

In the first term in the school year 2013 to 2014, from the analysis of the 

college's English writing corpus, the authors find that most students can express 

their ideas correctly in English without serious grammar mistakes.  However , 

when it comes to the effectiveness of sentences , it is quite a different thing .  

The next part of this essay mainly focuses on the analysis of the common 

syntactical problems based on students' college English writing from the 
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perspective of coherence, Based on this research, from the analysis of the 

college English writing corpus, the authors find that most students  can express 

their ideas correctively in English without serious grammar mistakes.  However , 

when it comes to the effectiveness of sentences , it is quite a different thing .  

The next part of this essay mainly focuses on the analysis of the common 

syntactical problems based on students' college English writing from the 

perspective of coherence.  From the essays, the authors find that students are 

susceptible to coherent issues in writing.  Now let's take a closer look at what 

problems the students have through the analysis of some typical sentences from 

their essays.  according to the rules (Ding & Wu, 1998, p.62) listed above 

respectively.  The similarity between researcher fengjie, xiuying and chuanze is 

coherence.  The differences between researchers fengjie, xiuying and chuanze 

are focus and object.  fengjie, xiuying and chuanze on of the syntactical problem 

on coherence in college, but the researcher on focused on coherence ability.  

fengjie , xiuying and chuanzes objects are in Tianjin University Finance and 

Economics in China. In the first term in the Researcher object is english 

department students of IAIN Curup.  

Following the previous studies, the researcher performed research on 

many topics and things. The study's english department students from IAIN 

Curup are both its subject and its purpose, which is coherent paragraph writing. 

The researcher will employ quantitative research as an approach. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

A. Research Design 

  This study was designed as a descriptive study, which required data 

collection to answer research questions about the existing situation or 

phenomenon. According to Arikunto, descriptive research is a study that is 

intended to learn more about a pattern that emerges from a variable, indication, 

and circumstance when the study is conducted.
31

 Gay explains descriptive 

research involves collecting data in order to answer the question concerning the 

subject of study.
32

 Therefore , this research described about the students' writing 

coherence in essays test. 

  Using quantitative analysis, the coherence of students' paragraph 

writing is analyzed. By doing this analysis, the researcher applied a quantitative 

technique in a methodical and objective manner from analyzing the writing test 

and rate it by using rubric score. Muhadjir stated that quantitative data will give 

more specific description about the data.
33

 By employing this technique to 

analyze the data, the researcher can identify the specific writing skills of the 

students in quantitative data. 
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B. Population and Sample 

1. Population  

 One component of research technique is population. Objects or people 

with certain features and attributes chosen by the researcher to be researched 

and used to draw conclusions makes the population, which is a 

generalization area.
34

 The population of the research was the english 

department students at the fourth and sixth semester of IAIN Curup 

2021/2022 academic year. Look at the following tables for more 

information: 

Table 3.1 

Number of english department students TBI IAIN Curup 

 

NO CLASS Number of students 

1.  TBI 4 A 18 

2.  TBI 4 B 17 

3.  TBI 4 C 17 

4.  TBI 4 D 15 

5.  TBI 6 A 19 

6.  TBI  6 B 22 

7.  TBI 6 C 20 

 Total 128 
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2. Sample  

  According to Sugiono, “Sample is a portion of number and 

characteristic of a population”. This is accordance with Arikunto‟s 

suggestion (2006:130) “ if the subject of the population is less than one 

hundred, it is better that all the population are taken as the sample and if 

the subject of the population is more than one hundred, the sample can be 

taken between 10-15% or 20-25% of population”. Based on the quotation 

above, the population of the research was more than 100. The researcher 

took some as the representative sample of research, by the consideration of 

the need of the research. The researcher took 25% of 128 students become 

sample of the research. So, the researcher took 32 respondents as a sample. 

This research is conducted by using sample random sampling technique in 

taking the sample. 

C. Research Instrument 

1. Test  

 A test is a set of questions or exercises that is used to evaluate a 

person's or a group's competence, intelligence, ability, or talent.
35

 

 The paragraph writing test was used in this study's data collection 

technique as the instrument. In the academic year 2021–2022, the English 

Department at IAIN Curup will employ the writing test to assess students' 

proficiency in writing coherent paragraphs. Additionally, the instrument 

used in this research was used to collect data from the fourth and sixth 

semester English Department students at IAIN Curup. The topic was 
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provided before they started to produce their paragraph and write it into a 

decent paragraph so that they might achieve a natural result of the test. 

 

Writing test 

1. write 3-4 paragraphs writing.  

2. The paragraphs writing consist of introductory, body and concluding.  

3. The allocation time is 1 hour.  

The topic is: Digital Technology In Learning English 

  

 Rater of the Research  

For this research, the researcher need a rater in order to get the body 

of the data in order to know the writing coherence devices accuracy. The rater 

of this research was the lecturer who master in English subject because the 

researcher need to know if the coherence devices are accurate or inaccurate. 

Good rater must have some criteria. First, raters have one or more years of 

experience working related field. Second, have the ability to be objective and 

independent in applying the instruments. And last, have strong verbal and 

written communication skills.
36

 

The rater in this research was an English lecturer in IAIN Curup 

because he has ability in teaching writing in English study program of IAIN 

Curup. He understand about writing subject especially about coherence and 

suitable as the rater. 
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The researcher referred to the indicators of the ideal coherence 

devices to analyze the coherence devices presented by the students in their 

writing paragraph. The following table shows the grading criteria related to 

certain indicators: 

Table 3.2 

Rubric of using coherence devices in writing paragraph by oshima and hamp 

lyons
37

 

INDICATORS SCORE/CATEGORY CRITERIA 

Repetition of 

key nouns 

6 High / Excellent All paragraph contain the 

repetitions of key nouns related to 

the paragraph topic which are well 

chosen and appropriately repeated. 

 5 Good Most paragraphs contain 

repetitions of key nouns related to 

the paragraph topic which are well 

chosen and appropriately repeated. 

 4 High Average Some paragraphs contain 

repetitions of key nouns related to 

the paragraph topic which are well 

chosen and appropriately repeated. 

 3 Low Average Occasional paragraphs contain 

repetitions of key nouns related to 

the paragraph topic which are well 

chosen and appropriately repeated. 
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 2 Weak The repetitions of the key nouns 

are absent in some paragraphs, 

and are effectively or 

inappropriately used in some other 

paragraph. 

 1 Low/ Poor The repetitions of key nouns are 

absent. 

The use of 

pronouns 

6 High / Excellent All pronouns appear in all 

paragraphs and are well chosen 

and effectively used. 

 5 Good Most pronoun appear in most 

paragraphs and are well chosen 

and attempt to be used effectively. 

 4 High Average Some pronouns appear in some 

paragraphs and are well chosen 

and effectively used. 

 3 Low Average Occasional pronouns appear in 

occasional paragraphs and are 

well chosen and effectively used 

but some others are ineffectively 

used. 

 2 Weak Most pronouns do not appear in 

most paragraph and are misused 

and/ or ineffectively used. 

 1 Low / Poor All pronouns are absent in all 

paragraphs. 

The use of 6 High / Excellent All transition words appear in all 
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transition signal paragraphs and are well chosen to 

indicated the relationship between 

the ideas they connect. 

 5 Good Most transition words appear in 

all paragraphs and are well chosen 

to indicated the relationship 

between the ideas they connect. 

 4 High Average Some transition words appear in 

all paragraphs and are well chosen 

to indicated the relationship 

between the ideas they connect. 

 3 Low Average Occasional transition words 

appear in all paragraphs and are 

well chosen to indicated the 

relationship between the ideas 

they connect. 

 2 Weak Most transition signals do not 

appear in most paragraphs but 

some others are effectively and/ or 

ineffectively used. 

 1 Low / Poor All transitional signals do not 

appeared in all paragraphs or 

missing. 

Logical orders 6 High / Excellent All paragraphs are in logical 

orders and are showing the 

relationship of ideas among the 

sentences. 
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 5 Good Most paragraphs are in logical 

orders and are showing the 

relationship of ideas among the 

sentences. 

 4 High Average Some paragraphs are in logical 

orders and are showing the 

relationship of ideas among the 

sentences. 

 3 Low Average Occasional paragraphs are in 

logical orders and some are not 

showing the relationship of ideas 

among the sentences. 

 2 Weak Almost paragraphs are not in 

logical orders and are not showing 

the relationship of ideas among 

the sentences. 

 1 Low / Poor All paragraphs are not in logical 

orders and are not showing the 

relationship of ideas among the 

sentences. 

 

The researcher used a formula to calculate the score: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

= 
 𝑠𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒 

 𝑟𝑒𝑠𝑝𝑜𝑛𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡 ×   𝑖𝑡𝑒𝑚 ×   𝑛𝑖𝑙𝑎𝑖 𝑡𝑒𝑟𝑡𝑖𝑛𝑔𝑔𝑖
× 100% 
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D. Technique of Collecting Data 

  The English Department Lecturer at IAIN Curup assisted the 

researcher in collecting data by providing feedback on students' writing 

paragraphs based on coherence device grading criteria. Writing tests were used 

as the instrument or method of data collection for this study. How the researcher 

collected the data is described below: 

1. The researcher visited the class and gave the students a task to write a 

paragraph writing. 

2. Before beginning to write, the researcher in the class assigned the topic for 

the essay. To prevent misunderstandings, the researcher provided a brief 

explanation of coherence in paragraph composition. Then, in order to 

prevent plagiarism in paragraph writing, the researcher gives the students 

one hour to complete their paragraph. As a result, the students produce 

paragraphs in accordance with their ability. not using sources such as the 

internet or other books to copy.  

3. The students turned in their completed writing paragraph to the researcher 

for analysis and evaluation after finishing it. 

The researcher will carry out several procedures in order to analyze 

and evaluate the writing test:  

a. The first step is to evaluate the coherence techniques used in students' 

writing. 

b. The second step involves categorizing the student writing into some 

groups based on the usage of coherence indicators such as the repetition 
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of key nouns, the use of pronouns, the use of transitional signals, and 

logical order. When the researcher read the students' writing, the 

researcher underlined any text that had coherence devices or not. 

c. The researcher examined students' final written paragraphs to determine 

whether or not they contained coherence devices. To determine the 

students' capacity for writing coherently, the researcher also calculated 

the percentage of students' scores. The coherence of the paragraphs the 

students wrote were then evaluated. 

E. Technique of Analyzing Data 

  In this study, the quantitative method was used to analyze the data that 

had been collected. the information obtained from tests. The researcher 

examined the data after collecting it. The researcher began by evaluating the 

document before moving on to the data. When examining the document, it began 

with: 

1. Analysis of Writing Test 

The data was collected from the performance test or writing test. 

a. Read the paragraph first to get the information in general. 

b. The data was organized based on coherence indicators, which were filled 

out using scoring criteria obtained from the coherence skills of several 

experts. 

c. Category the ability (using transition signals to link ideas, using consistent 

pronouns, using repetition of key word, and using the logical order in 

arrange the ideas).  
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d. The scores were collected and entered into a table with the purpose of 

determining the mean of the scores that had previously been grouped.  

e. Calculate the percentage of students' ability in writing paragraphs. 

The formula used is: 

 

 

P : number of percentage 

f : number of frequency of total population 

N : amount of respondent 

100% : constant value 

 

f. The researcher gave the score classification. There are five levels of 

the english department students ability on coherence in paragraph 

writing encompassing poor, fair, adequate, good and excellent. 

Table 4.6 : score criteria for english department students ability on 

coherence in paragraph writing
38

 

Percentage  Criteria  

0% - 20% 

21% - 40% 

41% - 60% 

61% - 80% 

81% - 100% 

Poor 

Fair 

Adequate 

Good 

Excellent  

 

                                                             
38

 Ridwan. Belajar Mudah Penelitian Untuk Guru, Karyawan, dan peneliti Pemula, (Bandung: 

Alfabeta. 2005), p. 89. 

𝐏 =
𝒇

𝑵
 × 𝟏𝟎𝟎 % 
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g. The researcher showing the data in the table form or essay to be more 

easily understood. 

h. As a result of continuous description and evaluation of the data 

throughout the research, the researcher draws the data. The researcher 

then came to a conclusion after interpreting the data. Analysis of 

english department students' writing coherence is the study's key 

finding. 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

A. Finding  

1. The ability of english department students on coherence in paragraph 

writing. 

  Based on the data of the english department students on coherence in 

paragraph writing test. The answers were scored based on the four indicators, 

they are : 

Table 4.1 

The Result Of Writing Paragraphs 

 

NO Types of coherence RATHER 1 RATHER 2 

1 Repetition of keynoun 170 164 

2 Consistent pronoun 126 128 

3 Transition signal 124 130 

4 Logical order 142 146 

 Total  562 568 Average : 565 

  

Note : 

 RK : Repetition keynoun 

 CP : Consistent pronoun 

 TS : Transition signals 

 LO : Logical order 
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The researcher calculated the score by using formula : 

  = 
   

   × × 
× 100% 

  = 
   

   
× 100% 

  =        % 

  From on the table, showed that the english department students ability 

was 73,56 %. so, by looking at the criteria above, the english department students 

fourth and sixth semester of english study program (TBI) IAIN Curup ability on 

coherence in paragraph writing can be categorized into good categories. 

2. Types of coherence are dominantly applied by english department students 

in paragraph writing 

Table 4.6 : Types of coherence applied 

No Students’ 

Initial 

Types of coherence applied 

RK CP TS LO 

1 RT 4 1 9 1 

2 PR 1 1 6 1 

3 NS 4 2 10 1 

4 CK 3 3 7 1 

5 NAD 3 0 3 1 

6 MH 4 1 9 1 

7 WC 4 1 8 1 
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8 RA 4 1 7 1 

9 A 1 1 9 1 

10 DPR 5 1 8 1 

11 SDS 1 3 10 1 

12 AYH 5 1 9 1 

13 LP 2 1 5 1 

14 SN 1 0 4 1 

15 KW 1 3 8 1 

16 REA 3 1 6 0 

17 MA 3 1 9 1 

18 SA 3 2 2 1 

19 NS 1 1 4 0 

20 YPU 1 0 6 1 

21 DA 5 3 4 1 

22 YDC 2 0 6 1 

23 SY 2 1 9 1 

24 L 3 0 5 1 

25 AA 2 1 4 1 

26 SP 1 2 5 1 

27 MS 1 3 8 1 

28 SA 5 0 6 1 

29 YRP 4 0 3 1 

30 AS 6 0 2 1 

31 MF 2 0 2 1 

32 BN 3 1 8 1 

TOTAL 90 36 201 30 

Percentage (100%) 25.2 10.1 56.3 8.4 
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     1. Repeating Key Noun 

 The first technique used by english department students to apply 

coherence when writing a paragraph is repetition of the important noun. In 

the paragraphs that the english department students wrote, 90 nouns were 

used. Nouns are names for individuals, places, objects, and concepts. The 

words with the greatest significance in a paragraph are known as key 

nouns. The words a writer wants the reader to pay attention to as the 

paragraph progresses are known as the key nouns. 

2. Consistent Pronoun 

 The pronoun that are used in the paragraph writing in this research 

involve personal pronoun and possesive pronoun. Personal pronoun such 

as “it” and possesive pronoun such as “its”. 

 There were 36 pronoun applied in the english department students 

writing paragraph. however, not every paragraph has consistent pronouns, 

but at least the english department students applied this way in their 

paragraph writing. 

3. Transition Signal 

 In this research, there were 201 transition signals that have been 

analyzed. The transition signals that are used in their paragraph writing 

involved show addition (and,in addition, first, second), to give example 

(such as, especially, for example), to contrast (but, however, not only) , to 

conclude(in the end, in conclussion, finally), to show time (now,today, 
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nowadays), to indicated logical relationship ( therefore, if,), to show cause 

and reason (because). 

4. Logical Order 

 the english department students logically order the concepts in this 

research. A paragraph with a clear objective that is simple for readers can 

be created by authors with the aid of logical organization. The topic and 

purpose of the text are taken into consideration while using logical order in 

paragraph writing. Logical order is one of the more challenging coherence 

methods for paragraph writing for english department students. Because 

there were only 30 texts, the paragraphs were written in logical order. 

B. DISCUSSION 

 One element of creating good writing is coherence. The text's ideas 

are related to one another through coherence. The reader can quickly 

comprehend the key aspects of a text when it is coherent.
39

 That's rude; 

coherence refers to how the material fits together to create meaning or a 

feeling of purpose. Therefore, applied coherence in writing refers to how 

sentences or paragraphs genuinely link to one another through the use of 

appropriate repeated keynouns, consistent pronouns, transition signals, and 

logical order.
40

 

 In this section, the researcher describes the discussion of analysis 

english department students on coherence in paragraph writing. Analyzing 

                                                             
39

 Dorothy E Zemach, lisa A Rumisek, academic writing from paragraph to essay.(oxford:Macmilllan 

publisher limited, 2005) p. 78 
40

 Alice oshima and ann hogue, introduction to academic writing (3nd edition),(white 

plains,NY:Pearson/longman,2006), p.34 
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english department students on coherence in paragraph writing is very 

important to do because it can help english lectures to find out the students 

ability in writing. So, the researcher does this research in IAIN Curup at the 

fourth and sixth semester. The researcher take 32 students as the sample from 

128 populations. This research was started on june 03
nd

 2022. In this research, 

researcher used a quantitative approach with analysis design that is used to 

answer research question. 

 In this research, the researcher used writing paragraph test as the 

instrument in this research. The procedure of test is students write the 

paragraph writing with a predetermined topic about “Digital Technology In 

Learning English”. This topic is related to the way english department 

students learn in the digital era like today. They are often given topics to 

write about today‟s technology by paragraph writing  and essay lectures. In 

the English department IAIN Curup, there are also ICT (Information And 

Communication Technology) courses that have discussed technology. So, this 

topic is expected to be easy for english department students to compose 

paragraph writing and be able to apply the coherence aspect. At the format of 

writing test, the researcher give explanation about types of coherence and 

give an example of a paragraph that contains good coherence. In 

identification, english department students write 3 paragraph, include 

introduction, body, and conclussion. The test shared to the english department 

students in their class. To collecting the data the researcher take 1 month. 

After the data was collected, the next step is the researcher needs some helps 
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from the rather of this research to give a score of coherence in paragraph 

writing sheets.  

 Based on the result of data analysis, there were some brief discussion 

concerning to answer of the research question. The explanation of research 

questions are followed: “How is the ability of english department students on 

coherence in their paragraph writing?” it can be answered according the data 

owned the test. The result showed that the english department students ability 

was 73,56%. So, by looking at the criteria above, the english department 

students fourth and sixth semester of english study program (TBI) IAIN 

Curup ability on coherence in paragraph writing can be categorized into good 

categories. This study in the same line with previous study that has been 

conducted by Wachidah (2016). In their research, the result showed that  from 

the total number of occurrences in 30 of the students' explanation writings, 

there were 940 instances of coherence. The ability of the students to produce 

coherent texts in their writing is quite good.
41

 

 The second research question was “What type of coherence are 

dominantly applied by english department students in paragraph writing?” 

throught the analysis of writing test, the researcher found that english 

department students applied repetition key nouns as much as 90 (25.2%), 

consistent pronoun as much as 36 (10.1%), transition signals as much as 201 

(56.3%), and arrange logical order as much as 30 (8.4%). The transition 

signal is the dominant applied by english department students on coherence 

                                                             
41

 Wachidah, wahyu dyah nur anis. 2017. An analysis of cohesion and coherence in the students‟ 

writing text. Diploma thesis, IAIN Salatiga 
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in paragraph writing. There were 201 transition signals that have been 

analyzed. The transition signals that are used in their paragraph writing 

involved show addition (and,in addition, first, second), to give example (such 

as, especially, for example), to contrast (but, however, not only), to conclude 

(in the end, in conclussion, finally), to show time (now,today, nowadays), to 

indicated logical relationship (therefore, if,), to show cause and reason 

(because). As a result, it can be seen that most students have already 

understood the use of coherence aspects especially in transition signal and 

almost all of english department students frequently used the type of 

transition signals to introduce an opposite ideas in their paragraph writing. 

This is similar to previous research was conducted by Djahimo (2018), his 

study showed that the use of transition signals was most used by the students. 

On the other hand, in Djahimo‟s study students used all of types of transition 

signals in their writing with addition as a highest rank.
42

 

 There are several obstacles that researcher found when conducting test 

on english department students. It is very difficult for researcher to arrange a 

schedule to meet with students because they still have a lot of course, 

assigments and exam schedule. 
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 Happy rosita djahimo. 2018. An analysis of transition signals in discussion texts written by the sixth 

semester students of the english study program of udana in academic year 2016/2017 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSSION 

A. Conclussion 

  The researcher comes to the following conclusions based on the 

research and discussions from the previous sections: 

1. The finding of the result showed the positive impact in the english 

department students ability on coherence in paragraph writing. The result 

showed that the english department students ability was was 73,56 %. So, by 

looking at the criteria above, the english department students fourth and sixth 

semester of english study program (TBI) IAIN Curup ability on coherence in 

paragraph writing can be categorized into good categories. 

2. The english department students applied repetition key nouns as much as 90 

(25.2%), consistent pronoun as much as 36 (10.1%), transition signals as 

much as 201 (56.3%), and arrange logical order as much as 30 (8.4%). The 

transition signals is the dominant aspect applied by english department 

students on coherence in paragraph writing. 

B. Suggestions 

In relation to the conclussion, suggestion are staged as follow : 

1. For the students 

The researcher would like to suggest that it is important to use coherence 

while composing text. It helps the readers understand the text. Additionally, 

students should use coherence in their paragraph writing. 
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2. For the teacher 

The explanation makes the point that using coherence is important. The 

researcher recommends that teachers be able to instruct students on 

coherence and use that knowledge in their writing. 

3. For the other researcher 

More research can be done by other researchers than what has been done in 

this research. They may analyze various types of text for coherence devices. 
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