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ABSTRACT

Vira Ria Rinjiani (NIM. 23881008). Development of a Culture-Based Arabic-
Rejang Digital Dictionary to Improve Arabic Vocabulary Mastery in Elementary
Schools. Thesis, Arabic Language Education Study Program, Postgraduate Program,
Institut Agama Islam Negeri Curup, 2026.

This research is motivated by the low Arabic vocabulary mastery among Grade IV
students in three elementary schools in Rejang Lebong, caused by the limited
availability of contextually relevant learning media suited to students' cultural
backgrounds. The objectives of this study are: (1) to analyze teachers' and students'
needs for a culture-based Arabic—Rejang-Indonesian digital dictionary; (2) to design
and develop the digital dictionary using the Borg and Gall R&D model; (3) to assess
the feasibility and practicality of the product; and (4) to evaluate its effectiveness in
improving students' Arabic vocabulary mastery. This study employed a Research and
Development (R&D) approach following Borg and Gall's model, adapted into ten
stages. Research subjects comprised 52 students and 3 Arabic language teachers from
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Muhammadiyah 10 Karang Anyar, Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri
01 Rejang Lebong, and Sekolah Dasar Islam Terpadu Khoiru Ummah. Data were
collected through needs analysis questionnaires, expert validation sheets, practicality
questionnaires, and vocabulary tests (pretest-posttest). Data analysis employed paired
sample t-test and N-Gain analysis. The results indicate: (1) students' need for the
culture-based Arabic—Rejang digital dictionary reached 89.62% (Very Needed),
confirmed by 100% of teachers; (2) the product was developed on GitHub Pages
with 206 vocabulary entries across four Rejang cultural categories (Language, Arts,
Customs, and Local Wisdom); (3) the product's feasibility rate reached 83.5% (Very
Feasible) based on expert validation, with a practicality rate of 93.1% (Very
Practical); and (4) the digital dictionary was proven effective in improving students’
vocabulary mastery, evidenced by a mean score improvement from 52.3 to 80.9, N-
Gain of 0.60 (moderate category), and t-test significance of 0.000 in the experimental
class, far surpassing the control class (N-Gain 0.13). This research contributes to the
development of Arabic language learning media that systematically integrates local
culture, demonstrating that local identity and foreign language learning can mutually
reinforce each other. The culture-based Arabic—Rejang digital dictionary is
recommended as a supplementary learning resource for Arabic language instruction
in elementary schools in the Rejang Lebong region.

Keywords: digital dictionary, Arabic language, Rejang -culture, vocabulary,
elementary school, research and development
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Tests of Normality
Kelompok Kolmogorov-Smirnov? Shapiro-Wilk
Statistic df Sig. | Statistic df Sig.
Nilai | Eksperimen | 0,165 26 0,068 | 0,954 26 0,284
Pre-
test Kontrol 0,168 25 0,067 | 0,941 25 0,156
Nilai | Eksperimen | 0,134 26 200" | 0,942 26 0,151
Post-
test Kontrol 0,190 25 0,020 | 0,865 25 0,003
*. This is a lower bound of the true significance.
a. Lilliefors Significance Correction
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Paired Samples Statistics
Mean N Std. Std.
Deviation | Error
Mean
Pair 1 | Nilai Pre-test 45,00 26 13,638 2,675
Nilai Post-test 78,27 26 7,341 1,440

Paired Samples Test

Paired Differences t df Sig. (2-
tailed)
Mean Std. Std. 95% Confidence
Deviation Error Interval of the
Mean Difference
Lower Upper
Pair Nilai -33,269 11,571 | 2,269 | -37,943 | -28,596 | -14,661 | 25 0,000
1 Pre
test -
Nilai
Post-
test
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